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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 


ScARCELY any parts of your vol- 
umes have been more interesting 
to me than the histories which 
have been at different tines intro. 
duced of tbe characters of Scrip. 
ture. In imitation of more able 
writers, | have ventured to present 
to you the history of a very bumble 
but Interesting characier recorded 
inthe word of God, wath a few plain 
oyecrvallohs UPON It. 

ltis one of the features of true 
religion that it occupies itself as 
much with the least as with the 
greatest persons; with the seller 
of purple as with the monarch who 
wears it. It is the soul, and not 
the worldly circumstances, which 
determines the value of man in the 
eyes of his God. Christ died for 
the soul, and therefore every soul 
is dear to God. We accordingly 
hid that all false retigions—the 
religions of Greece and Rome, for 
Instance—-set litthe value on the 
poor, As if the lower orders had 
veen without souls, philosopiers 
aid lerisiators thought litle more 
of them than of the brutes that per- 
sh. But the Gospel is the religion 


of the poor; it was preached to 


hem; it was received by them; 
ad of multitudes who received it, 
ie Apostle has said, “God hath 
Chosen the poor of sew world, rich 
ms fuilh, and beirs of the k singdem of 
God.” Among the other | 
“Il ihe importance given by the 
Gospel to the poor, is ihe simple 
econ of their religious bistery 
‘hte found in the pages of 

ture, And of these histories, 
ley are more int cresting than the 


%% 
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"account of Lydia, on which 
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I now wish to offer some obser. 
vations. 

fi, the first place, Jet us consider 
her station in life,-=-Sire was a 
S seller of fiurfile 5”? a person occu- 
pied, that 1s, in the common trade 
of the place in which she lived— 
the sale of cieths of a purple co- 
lour, which were dyed and prepar- 
ed there. Now, how often do we 


hear the bustle and occupation of 


business of various kinds pleaded 
as an excuse lor a nezgliyent service 
cf God? * Our teinptations in trade 
(it is said) are so many ; such and 
such customs are established, to 
which we must conform; others 
break the Sabbath, and therefore so 
must we; our time is so much 
taken up, that we have little lei- 
sure for religion: when, indeed, 
God shall be pleased to release us 
from our present circumstances, 
we hope to do better.”? To ail this, 
may it not be answered.—Look at 
the history of Lydiaf She was a 
“seller of purple ;” occupied, per- 
plexed, hurried, probably, like some 
of ourselves—with all our apologies, 
had she chosen to urge them, for 
doing wrong, for neglecting God 
and salvation. But she did not 
plead them. Her history ts not re- 
corded to tell us the ins possibility 
of persons tm her circumstances 
serving God. On the contrary, it 
is her success which the sacred his. 
torian records. [ticr name is in. 
scribed in the Hsts of apostles and 
martyrs. iler history is preserved 
oy the hand of God Limself; and 
eaches us that business provides no 
excuse for coldness or negligence 
in relicion. 

But we shail see this more dis- 
tinctly in purswing her history. And 
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here it may be well to notice the 
filace of her residence. She dwelt, 
the Scriptures say, in the city of 
* Thyatira;’’? that is, in a heathen 
City ; a Cily where, except, per- 
haps, from a tew scattered and des. 
pised Jews, she may never have 
heard the name of the true God. 
Now, let those consider this who 
are apt to plead as an excuse for 
irreligion not merely their peculiar 
employment in life, but their pe- 
culiar circumstances as to religion. 
“ WVe have not (say some) the in- 
struction that we need; not the very 
minister or doctrine that we pre- 
fer; not the religious companions 
we could desire.” Surely to all this 
it may be answered, the humble 
Lydia was an inhabitant of a hea- 
then city. What, then, were “er 
advantages? What was the exam- 
ple which she enjoyed! Who were 
her teachers? in the corrupt state 
of the Jewish synagogues, where 
tradition had usurped the place of 
Scripture, and ceremonies had swal- 
lowed up the spirit of religion, Ly- 
dia must have suffered an almost 
absolute dearth of all instruction 
calculated, humanly speaking, to 
touch the conscience and reach the 
heart. Letus count up and mag- 
nify our difficulties and wants as we 
will, it would be easy to point out 
circumstances In her case still more 
unfavourable. 

Let us next inguire what, in these 
circumstances, was the state of her 
mind.—It is said by the sacred his- 
torian, “she worshifiied Ged.” That 
is, though bred among heathens, 
she worshipped the God of the Jews 
—-the true God—Jehovah, who was, 
in those days, revealed to them alone. 
She quitted the religion of her coun. 
try, and of her friends; she sacri- 
iced early prejudices and worldly 
interests; she exchanged, fora re- 
ligion of self-denial and holiness, a 
religion of shew and self-indulgence : 
—she was a “worshipper of the 
true God’? Now, let us not fail to 
mark the difference between her 
circumstances and our own. In 
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this country the popular religion jg, 
at least, nominally Christian. We 
have a truly Christian church ; and 
every man rather gains than loses, 
even in a worldly way, by adhering 
to that church. We are baptized 
into the true religion ; we are more 
or less educated In it; we are call. 
ed, even from infancy, te the pro. 
fession of it; we have numberless 
examples around us of men who 
love and serve God; we have, in 
short, every thing which she want- 
ed. And yet she worshiffied God. 
She really adored him; she “ wor. 
shipped,’’ we may believe, “ in spirit 
and in truth,’ the true God. And 
now whom do multitudes around 
us worship? .Vominally God; but 
In reality, perhaps, that which is no 
God, the work of men’s hands or 
the devices of men’s hearts; per. 
haps, preferring themselves, their 
pleasures, their honours, their in- 
dulgences, their interests, to God 
Almighty. A thousand idols are 
erected, to which the heart, if not 
the knee, docs homage. And to 
bring the matter home to ourselves; 
is it not possible, that in the whole 
course of our lives, we have nevei 
offered a hearty, earnest prayer to 
the “true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent??? Is it not pos 
sible that our first real prayer, 3 
prayer springing from a_ humble 
heart, from a sense of our need oi 
pardon, from a feeling of the good: 
ness of God, of the love of Christ 
and the merit of his atonement ant 
intercession, is even yet to be offer 
ed? Perhaps those angels who “re 
joice over one sinner that repent 
eth,” are now waiting to carry 
heaven the intelligence that Wwe 
have at leagth begun to pray iné 
right spirit, and with a pure mind 
and “lifting up holy hands.” And 
is not this a deeply aflecting col 
sideration ? What are we, It } 
asked, “ that thy mercies to © 
are so many and so great?” I 
add, ** What are we, that our ingt 
titude and deadness to God shot! 
be so constant and so great 
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Did this poor heathen find her way 
to God, and are we sull wandering 
in the dark ? Did her voice of prayer 
ascend to heaven, and is ours silent ? 
Did her harp of praise resound, and 
is ours unstrune ¢ Are her supplica- 
tions treasured up by a gracious God, 
and has the smoke of our incense 
never ascended ? 

But let us go on to inquire into 
her conduct when the Gospel was first 
preached in her native city—We are 
told by the sacred historian, that she 
went * to hear’ the apostles. She 
went, that is, to listen to their in- 
structions; to catch the manna as it 
fell from heaven. —I am by no mcans 
disposed to esteem it praise-worthy 
to indulge a disposition to hear new 
and extraordinary preachers; and 
had the apostles entered that city, 
unsent and unauthorized, and with- 
out their peculiar claims to atten- 
tion, to preach down Judaism, and 
put a new religion in its place, we 
should have seen more to admire 
in caution and forbearance, than in 
any eagerness to listen to them. 
But any one who, like her, had 
worshipped the true God in the 
Jewish synagogue, must have known 
the Scriptures; and therefore must 
have known that the Messiah was to 
come; that his heralds or ministers 
were to appear ; that the sick should 
be healed, the dumb speak, the blind 
see, the fame walk, and to the poor 
his Gospel should be preached. 
When, therefore, all these signs 
were fulfilled; and when those who 
performed these miracles, announc- 
ed that they also came to preach the 
Gospel, she naturally went to hear 
them, and to judge of the doctrines 
they taught. She ‘+ f#eard’’ them. 
She was not content to sit at home 
and wonder whether these things 
were so. She was not content to 
take the matter upon trusi. She 
Was not willing to cleave to Judaism, 
if God thought fit to improve upon 
that religion, She did not say, 
“T will wait for the example of 
others ;”” or, “ J can read at home.” 
whe “ heard’? the Apostles; she 
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followed them to the synagogues; 
she laid aside the affairs of this 
world, to pursue, for a time, the 
great things of eternity ; she “ heard 
them’? tell the simple history of our 
Lord’s birth and death, of his con- 
duct and conversation, of his wisdom 
and his love, of the wrongs he bore, 
and of the blood he shed. Aud all 
these things she was solicitous to 
hear. She did not let the unpopu- 
larity of the new faith, the combined 
anger of Jews and Gentiles, her 
worldly interests and character, her 
reputation for sense and discretion, 
Stand in the way of the discharge of 
so obvious a duty. She opened her 
ears to their preaching, as did the 
shepherds to the song of the angeis, 
‘© This day is born to you a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord”’—O what 
a reproach is this bistory to us! 
What a large proportion of every 
parish rarely enters a place of wor- 
ship! Upon how many houses in 
this land does the eye of God look 
down, on every Sabbath, whence no 
individual goes up to his holy tem- 
pic! “ The ministers of Christ,’ it 
muy be said, ** are not apostles now.” 
No. But still many of them preach 
the same Gospeg, which those Apos- 
tles preached—they borrow their 
words—they serve their Master— 
they cesire, and pray, and strive, I 
should hope, in many Instances, to 
catch their spirit and to wear their 
mantle. They build upon the 
“foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone.”? They are 
not indeed able to affirm, as the 
Apostles might, the perfection of 
theirlessons. Lar from it. But at 
the same time, their lessons have 
much of truth in them, because they 
have muchof Scripture. And these 
lessons are of hich importance, be. 
cause (even setting aside other 
topics) ** they beseech you, as am- 
bassadors of God in Ch st's steud, 
be ye reconciled unto God,’’—Shall 
Lydia then hear, and shall we refuse 
to hear’ Shall not the houses of 
Crod be crowded now? Shall not 
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the voice of hundreds echo alone 
their holy wails! Snall not the song 
of the multitude ascend’ Shall we 
not conunuatly and habitually come 
torether io speak and to hear of the 
thines which accompany salvation ! 
But let us now see In what man- 
ner God was fileased to acknowldge, 
and to bless the atrendance of Luyidia 
ufion the . eonhieg historian 
says, *“ the Lord opencd her feart.” 
She hac anifested, through tie 
blessing of Ge dupopn her soul, much 
corscientiouspess, Much disposition 
to fuilow the truth and to serve Gad. 
Seli this disposition of miind did 

not, of itseif, quality he: 
Stand and to embrace the Gospel. 
ler the most 


ier to whnder- 
lu al} S| de es of lite . uric 


prosperous Out VN ard A ircun nNsiance »Se 


and even with mutch knowledge of 


religion, * our sufficicacy is of God.’ 
Tt ts God who by bis Spirit must dis- 
pose us to hear, must enable us to 
understand, and must constrain us 
to feel; must enlighter 

Standing, touch the conscience, and 
Open tbe beart. But Lydia sought 
God in his temple, and she found 
Him. Sne worshipped [him, and 
his Spirit Gescended upen her: she 
heard with «a candid ear, and with an 


ft. tins! . 
1 the under- 
; 


hone-t livart; 
had siven ber both, gave her addi 
tions! Hight. in proportion to ihe use 
she fed madeol ubat already enjoyed. 
Fle tore 


7 iP ? ft > Sag mi , ¥ ard , ’ ts 
SConceared tHe Paviowl MO Her DAP UIE 


} —s >! l 
awe ise VWOihe. WEUCH aS VEL 


anu" V ¢ d to nercibe corru: Oo} 
her heart, and the a@ll-sumciency of 
the merits of Crist one of ne power 
of the Soirtt of Grod. God descend. 
ed. potindeed by a visible Suechma 
e—the privit ond awtel cious of his 
presence oneal) it in the sweet and 
sceret influences of bis Spirit, sof- 
tening what was hard, Senct fying 


what was corrunt, enhivbtening what 
ates - ~~ aes eee ee 2 Pe inne 
Was dare the soupo! rais Couscilene 
TIONS WOrsatopet! —And may this ve 

| ' e ’ 
a precedent ior ourseiics. 


Gi tacd must 


Phe in- 
SITucter Of this servant 
be the instrucier of ali. It Is the 


common air which the body breathes 
and lives: and itis a Common epep. 
ey, and power, and light, and noy. 
risnment, by which the soul mus 
live. It is the breath of God whic) 
alone can give or sustain the spiritual 
life. Itis ihe atmosphere of heavey 
alone in which tie plant of devotion 
ca Dourish. God “opened hep 
wre wi? and he must open every heart 
Which discovers the truth, embraces 
and o! seys i.—But then let us consi, 
der the encoutagement which this 
itile history affords for every man 
to seek this race and instruction 
from God. Did the eye of God 
discover amidst the tho 
Thyatira, even this. one, solitary, 
buruble, honest woman—-did He hear 
the prayer which she offered, and 
instantly shed around her heaven ily 
light, fill her with himself, and clear 
away all the mists of prejudice, and 
all the obstacles of inward corrup- 
ticn—and “will he not hear us!” 
Let us stand as the nation of Israel 
stcod at dedication of the tem- 
pie, calling upon God to descend 
upon them—zend now, as then, he 
will descend, and fill every cham- 
ber of the scul, extinguish every 
unnallowed fire, illumine every dark 
spot. and change the abode of igno- 
rance and v sollution into the mansion of 

purity and the “temple of the Lord.” 

But let us now go on to examine 
the effect of Ged thus chiening the 
jeart Of Ludia. “ She attended 
(says St. Luke) to the things which 
were spoken of Paul.’—Vhe ef- 
fect of Divine teaching, of | the 
movements of the Spirit of God 
upon the soul, Is not to make men 
listeners to the suggestions of their 
own fancy, to the ravings of enthu- 

sidSiQ, Or even to the opinions of 
others; but to lead them to Christ 
and to his Apostles, to the proper 
teachers of religion, to the biessed 
volurnac in which their lessons are 
recorded. She “attended to the 
thines spoken of Paul.”? His voice 


, 
+ 


was tio her, not merely like the’ 
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sound of “ a pleasant instrument,” 
whiea rises, and dies, and is forgot- 
tes. She affended—she weighed the 
jpstiuctions pe gave her—itke the 
mower of Jesus, she “ pondered 
these things in her hearV’—shke dwelt 
Upon thei——s:e prayed over (ie Dim 
sne strovesvy Divine «idjtoepply chem 
to hersesi-—to the Con-truciion of her 
creed, LO ihe POoverument of her tem- 
per, [0 ihe reguladen of ver Ife. 
Tae words of St. Pauli did not fail like 
“seed by the wav sic,” which “birds 
eame and desoured.” Butthey found 
there a soil prepared by the Disine 
Hasbandiman, and matured by the 
dews of Heaven; and which, there- 
fore, brought forth fruit an hundred 
fuid.— Here again is an example for 
ourselves. We hear—but do we 
*acend ?? Weread the letters of 
S:, Paui—but do we regara them? 
We listen to those who have succeed- 
ed St. Paulin the sacred ministry— 
but do we dwell upon their instruc- 
tions ? Is every really scriptural ser- 
mon a matterof moment tous! Do 
we consider it as a special commis. 
sion from Gud ? Do we welcome and 
revere it as we should the approach 
of a prophet, charged with some mes- 
sage, Dearing some peculiar roll in- 
scribed and dedicated by God to our- 
selves ? Do we not toooften suffer the 
word spoken to escape? Do we not 
merge and choak it in the business of 
liie, or in the society of the world? 
Do we nourish and cherish it as a 
precious gift of God, asa flame light- 
ed indeed in heaven, but soon extin- 
guished by neglect, and perhaps 
never to be lighted again ? 

But that | may not dwell too long 
upon this history, I will conclude by 
houcing a few particulars which are 
mentioned in her subsequent conduct. 
—And here we find it recorded, that 
she was baptized ;” that is, she 
dedicated herself to God, by the most 
Solemn act and ordinance of our re- 
livion, She publicly avowed her 
change—she conformed to the ordi- 
‘ance appointed for the introduction 
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of all into the Church of Christ. She 
was washed in water, to manifest her 
sense of the pardoning and cleansing 
efficacy of the blood of Christ, and 
of the sanctilying influences of the 
Holy spirit. 

Ip ike manner, it is said that Aer 
household was baptized.—Her reli- 
e1on was not of a selfish character: 
she was not content to trim her own 
lamp, and negtect the lemps of others 
—to feed whilst others starved—to 
work out ber own salvation, and leave 
others to perish—to stand a solitary 
pillar amidst surrourding ruins—to 
bioom a solitary flower in the wilder- 
ness, drinking In the dews of heaven, 
whilst terror and barrenness reigned 
around her. She called upon her 
family, her relations, her children : 
she warned them to flee from the 
wrath to come: she spoke to them 
of sin, of death, of hell, of the Saviour. 
And God was pleased «lso to con- 
vert, and sanctily thelr hearts, and 
they were baptized into the same 
faith—they, let us hope, embraced 
the same Saviour, and found the same 
salvation QO may we “vo and do 
likewise ??> May we remember, that 
we are awfully accountabie for the 
souls of those committed to our 
charge—cur children, our servants, 
our friends: Tacy are deposited by 
God in our hands. O may we strive 
to give Him his own with usury! 
May we pray, aid labour to be ena- 
bled to say with our Lord, “ Of all 
that thou hast given me have | lost 
none.” 

Lustly, we find it 1s said of Lydia, 
that she constrained the disciples to 
come to her house,and abide there.—— 
In so doing. she soucht fellowsh:p und 
communion with the good. Sxre re. 
garded the Apostles not merely as 
members of the reat family of which 
God is the Father, but as brethren in 
Christ Jesus. She discovered in 
these distinguished servants of her 
Saviour—however dim, and obscure, 
and shaded by buman imperfection— 
mony ieatures of their heavenly Mas- 
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ter: she took them to her home and 
to her heart: she was unto themasa 
sister. And perhaps I may be per- 
miited to add, that this love of the 
good is one great evidence of the 
sincerity oi ourreligion, ‘* Do good 
unto all men, but “ especially to the 
househoid of faith,’ is the injunction 
of the Apustie. Are we not bretbren £ 
Let us then * ‘“ see that we fa!! not out 
by the way.” May we love the good 
—may we unlte ourselves to them— 
may we give them our hands and our 
hearts, and go forth together in the 
strength of our heaveniy bather, to 
bless and benefit ali around us: O 
happy couniry which shouid be thus 
bound together! And more and more 
happy wheal we, aS individuais, be- 
eome In proportion as our own State 
more Nncarly approaches to this. 
Biessed, thrice biessed, shall we be, 
when all hearts, tuned as it were, by 
the hand of God, and moved by the 
breath ot Heaven, shail sound one 
harmonious and concordant note, and 


join. in one heavenly scig—* Giory 


to God, and good will to man ;’— 
when our general aim, and our uni- 
versal attainment shall be—* to love 
God, and to love one another.” 

C 


To the Editor ofthe Christian Observer. 
Tue prophecies contained in ee Old 
and New Testaments have always 
becn considered by competent judges 
as the strongest evidences of the 
truth of Revelation. Bishop Newton 
observes, that “itis one of the excel- 
lences ofthe evidence drawn {rom pro- 
phecy, that it is a growing evidence; 
and thatthe more prophecies are ful- 
filled, the more testimonies there are 
and confirmations of the truth and 
certainty of Divine Revelation.” Itis 
extremely necessary, therelore, that 
every person who attempts to de- 
monstrate the truth of Christianity by 
an appeal to the prophecies, should be 


well acquainted with the nature of 


the evidence they are intended to fur 


nish, that he may not, through i igno. 
rance of this enecnaiel POINt, injure 
the cause he designs to defend. 

Sir Isaac Mewton (to whose Oni. 
nions surely some deference is due 
seems to have ex one its nature 
accurately: he says, * The prophe- 
cies of the Old Testament were 
given, Mot to gratify men’s Curtosities 
by enabling then to foreknow things, 
but that, after they were fulfilled, 
they might ve interpreted by the 
event, ard the Providence ot God, not 
the interpreters, be then manifested 
to the world.” If the opinion, then, 
contained in this quotation be cor. 
rect, which f think 1s indisputable, it 
oppeais, that the evidence of Pro. 
phecy arises solely from those pre. 
dictions which wre already fulfilled; 
and that the office of an Interpreter 
of Prophecy is ‘not to foretell times 
and things by Prophecy, as if God 
designed him for a propbet,’”’ but dili- 
gently to collate the events recorded 
in profane history witi. Scripture pre- 
dictions, in order to ascertain to 
which they allude. This being accom. 
plished, we are able to encounter the 
infidel with this irrefragable argu 
ment, that since the records of Chris- 
tianily contain predictions of events 
which did not occur till ages after- 
wards, the author of those records 
must be God—foreknowledge being 
one of the fecudiar atiributes of De- 
ity. This statement, both of tic 
nature of the evidence arising from 
prophecy and of the office of thei 
interpreter, appears to receive ad- 
ditional confirmation trom the ob- 
scurity of all prophecy previous to 
its fulfilment. The design of this 
obscurity Is probably to discourage 
the attempt to predict future events 
znd to confine us to those which 
may appear to have been fulfille: 
It is invariably found, that this 
obscurity is removed so completely 
afier their fulfilment, that no 1 
tional mind can doubt to what even! 
they allude. For instance, how 
clear and divested of all obscuti!' 
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do the prophecies relating to the 
Messiah now appear, to what they 
did before his advent; and since this 
hus been the case hitherto, it Is rea. 
sonable to conclude that such will be 
the case with respect to all that re- 
inain to be fulfiiled. 

On this ground, then, is it not to 
be lamented that commentators up- 
on prophecy should not have adher- 
ed more strictly to this only safe rule 
of interpretation? An error in at- 
tributing a prediction of Scripture to 
some event already passed, is not at- 
tended with injurious consequences 
to the cause of Christianity ; but 
when pious men predict, from the 
Scriptures, events which never oc- 
cur, infidels rejoice and triumph, and 
religion is injured, undesignedly in- 
deed, by her professed friends,— 
That this has been the case, no one 
can doubt, who is acquainted with 
some of the comments on the pro- 
phecies that have appeared within 
the lasttwenty years. Opinions, not 
less discordant than extravagant, 
have been industriously propagated ; 
and everyindividual, however illite- 
rate, Who imagined, that he perceiv- 
ed anew light thrown on the pro- 
phetic pages by some passing event, 
or who fancied that he could remove 
the veil from those on which it still 
remained, has deemed it improper 
to withhold his wayward fancies from 
“the public at large,and the religious 
world in particular.” 

It would not bea difficult under- 
taking in many instances to trace 
this assumption of prophetical pow- 
ers, to that fruiutul source of uman 
actlons—vanity. Especialiy may we 
apprebend this to be the case where 
We find these interpreters arrogating 
to themselves the inerit of new dis- 
coveries, and insolently trampling 
Upon the more unpretendiag sug. 
sestions of their learned and pious 
predecessors. ‘This is an age ef con- 
siderable pretension, but of little real 
learning ; anage in which many phi- 
‘osophize who willnot reac. Young 
hers among us are apt to disdain 


the aid of our ancestors, whose pon. 
derous folios contain extensive in- 
formation aid erudite discussion 5 
and to aim at comprising within the 
compass of a modern pamphlet all 
that Is to be said upon subjects of the 
most abstruse nature. From such 
efforts important results cannot be 
anticipated. 

In some instances, we have seen 
with surprise that the professed ob- 
ject of these adventurous interpre- 
ters of the prophetic volumes has 
been peculiarly the instruction of the 
pocr. NowlI will freely own, that I 
am not aware in what manner this 
end is to be effected by publications 
of this kind. If, indeed, it be at all 
necessary to explain the Prophecies 
to the lower orders of society, time, 
perhaps, would be most profitably 
employed, and the object best ac- 
complished, by abridging some stan- 
dard work on the Prophecies. 

My main objection, however, to 
this sort of Quixotism in the inter- 
pretation of the Sacred Writings is 
founded upon the awful character of 
ihe Sacred Volume itself. A com- 
mentator upon Scripture assumes to 
himself, indeed, a most dignified. but 
a highly responsible office. To mis- 
represent, even undesignedly, the 
meaning of the Holy Spirit, is a 
most serious offence ; and therefore 
the attempt to meke Scripture ac. 
cord with a preconceived human sys- 
tem or hypothesis, which may or 
muy not be erroneous, ought to be 
deprecated by every pious mind— 
Surely it is a primary duty to incul- 
cate upon all men the simplicity and 
docility of the primitive Chrisuans. 
They delighted to dwell on the truths 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures, 
and left those of a more mysterious 
nature to be revcaled by their great 
Author, at his own time, and in bis 
own way. They, inceed, approach. 
ed the mystertes of the Sacred Vol- 
ume but with reverence and self. 
abasement. They approached them 
in the spirit of St. Paul, and ex- 
claimed, * O the depth of the riches 
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both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments, and Ars ways fast finding 
out /”? Many parts of the holy Scrip- 
tures are still covered witi a veil of 
mystery; covered, doubtiess, for 
some wise purpose. It becoines us, 
then, to suffer that veil to remain, 
until the “fulness of the tiene be 
come,’ when it shall be withdrawn ; 
and those things which are now seen 
only as “through a glass darkly,” 
shall be seen “ face to face.” 

Although the theological works 
of the present day are very nume. 
rous, how few comparatively are 
those which can be strictly classed 
under the head of “hortatory the. 
ology.’ There is no deficiency of 
either controversial or abstract wiit 
ings on subjects con ected with re. 
ligion. But those which represent 
religion as an operative principle, 
influencing the will. refinine the af: 
fections, assimilating the whole man 
to the image of Gods wid which, 
while they magnify the mercy of 
God, enforce the obligation of a holy 
life by the sanctions of the law, are 
more rare than the temper of the 
age would have led us to anricipate. 
Let those persons competent to the 
task, and who are desirous of edify- 
ing either the rich or poor of the 
Church of God, employ their time 
and talents in supplying this defi- 
clency. 

I cannot close these remarks in 
more appropriate words than those 
of Bishop Newton: “if we would 
confine ourselves to the rules of just 
eviticism, and not indulge lawless 
and extravagant fancies ; if we would 
be content with sober and genuine 
interpretation, and not pretend to be 
prophets, nor presume to be wise 
above what is written, we should 
more consider those passares which 
have already been accomplished, 
than frame conjectures about those 
which remain to be fulfilled. Where 
the facts may be compared with the 
predictions, there we have soine 
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clue to guide us through the laby. 
rinth; andthough tt may be difficult 
to trace out every minute resem. 
blance, yet there are some strong 
lines and features which caunot fyi} 
of striking every one who will butim. 
partially and duly examine them*” 
Dirorovyes. 


—_— — 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 

ALLow ibe as aw Cristian. and ag 
amember of tue Church ot fg. 
land, at Witose aitars L iiope one Gay 
to minister, to thask vour curves. 
pondent, D W., for his truly inter. 
€silng ald ioportani remarss on the 
prevalcnce of certain theolovical er- 
rors. Whoeeverts conversont with 
the present state of religion in this 
couniry, Must be Convinced, Liat at 
no time could they hase been more 
Tire Caurch seems to 
be now rising from ber siumber of 
ares. Phat pure fire which at a re- 
mote period burnt upos her altars, 
but which had almost become ex- 
tinct, seems again to be bursting 
forth ; and it therefore becomes an 
imperious duty on those who are 
concerned tor her prosperity, to take 
heed that this fire be fed with hallow- 
ed materials Your correspondent 
has manifested his anxiety on this 
point. Like a faithful watchman, he 
has raised his warning voice; and 
may the ministers of the sanctuary 
hear and attend ! 

Among the errors which he has so 
forcibly pointed out, there Is one 
which, in my opinion, has done more 
to injure the cause of Christiantty, 
andto promote the growth of impiety 
and infidelity, than any other—l 
mean that of a fanciful and forced in 
terpretationof Scripture. The beaut 
ful simplicity and perspicuity of Ho- 
ly Writ, have too of en disappeared 
amidst che allevorical, spiritual, or 
hidden meanings attached to them by 
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* D'ssertations on the Pruphecies, Vo 
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finciful interpreters ; of interpreters 
whose chief desizn bas been to dis- 
cover a sense which the Holy Spirit, 
perhaps, never intended to convey. 
Vrom the days of Origen, there have 
never been wanting those who have 
endeavoured to convert the Scrip- 
‘ures Into a mere collection of mys- 
ieriesy paradoxes, and enigmas, But 
it was reserved for the 19th century 
to produce a commentator who 
should ofier the most mischievous 
apologies for sins which Scripture 
either expressly condemns, or is In- 
fniely far from commending; in- 
cluding, in these apologies, even the 
crime of Judas! Without any inten. 
tion of arguing on a subject on which 
it must be thought that every man 
who is contented with the plain and 
unsuphisticated testimony of Scrip- 
ture has made up his opinion, I wish 
simply to peint out the impropriety 
and danger of such a course of 
conduct. 

Let us consider, for a moment, 
why the delinquencies of men, in 
the main faithful to God and to reli- 
giun, are recorded in the Bible.— 
they serve the 
purpose of stamping the Scripture 
history with the cheracter of truth: 
for as the best men are impertect, 
atrue history of them will transmit 
an account of the faults of conduct 
to which this imperfection led. But 
this is not the only object of such 
histories of the errovs and sins of 
good men. Are they recorded, as 
some of the persons to whom I have 
rclerred appear to imagine, that we 
may plead them in excuse for our 
own faults? Certainly not. They 
are recorded in order to display tbe 
corruptions of our nature; our de- 
pendence upon God, and his hatred 
io sin wherever and by whomscever 
committed, In the Scriptures we 
see Nothing of that system of miti- 
gation, of dilution, of extenuation, 
Which prevails at present, 4 crime 


-‘S not softened into an error; nor 


‘A error into an innocent failine. 
The sin and the sinner are stro: gly 
Christ. Obsery. No. 166. 
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exposed and displayed. No attempt 
is made to sofien the colourings, 
even though a portrait is to be pres 
sented of Abrabam, or David, or 
Peter, God torbid, then, that we 
should depart from the practice of 
Scripture. ‘The heart of man 1s 
always too ready to paliite Us own 
transgressions, and to find an excuse 
fur every error. Even the devout 
Christian is too olten tempted to 
spare a darling lust; and, by « per 
version of words, to ask, “1s it nota 
little one?” And it is chietly from 
the testimony of Scripture, that this 
lust or sin is deeply offensive to God, 
that he is compelled to make the 
sacrifice. Had there been a single 
instance in which a sinful action had 
been palliated by the Holy Spirit, 
the “‘heart is” so “ deceitful,’’ so 
“ desperately wicked,” that it would 
have clung to that instance as a sort 
of license for the commission of ten 
thousand acts of sin. But, blessed 
be God! this is not the case. In- 
iquity is condemned by the Bible 
in all circumstances, and in every 
Character. The sin of the saint is 
recorded, that we may shun it. 
Why, then, should we, for whose 
benefit itis thus transmitted, seek to 
diminish the effect of the record? 
Why should we wish (I must use a 
stroug expression )—why should we 
wish to open a floodgate to licen- 
tlousness? Better would it be, if we 
must err, to err on the other side of 
the question ; and rather to heighten 
the aggravations of sin, than to seek 
for its alleviations. Such an error 
might possibly do no harm; for 
neither can sin be made to appear 
too odious, nor the standard of moral 
purity be raised too high. 

There is also another danger at- 
tending this method of commenting 
on Scripture, and a danger of no 
common magnitude ; 1 mean, that 
of lulling the consciences of the in- 
considerate Into a false security.— 
What can be more likely to produce 
this effect than the extenuation of 
characters condemned in Scripture ? 
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The false shepherds are represented 
as crying, “Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace ;” and is not such 
extenuation au crime of the same na- 
ture? Shall a man, then, who pro- 
fesses a regard for the eternal wel- 
fare of the soul, venture on an inter- 
pretation that at best can do no good, 
and is in reality fraught with such 
fatal consequences ? Let me earnest- 
ly en'reat uli who are to feed the 
flock of God, to consider that the 
most effectual means, under Go‘, of 
rendering their hearers holy, is to 
inculcate universal purity. Letthem 
faithfully, in order to this end, point 
out the crimes of Scripture charac- 
ters; let them condemn a sinful ac- 
tion, though it should be the action 
of “the man alter God’s own heart.” 
Is the prevarication ef Abraham re- 
corded in Scripture? Far be it from 
us to palliate that which is a lie, and 
theretore offensive in the sight of 
God.—Are the crimes of David 
transmitted to us? Let us learn 
from his case how awfully a man 
may fall, who at one period of his 
life was truly devoted to God and 
delighted in boliness, Let us con- 
Sider the misery of his after-life, and 
the pangs of that sorrow and peni- 
tence by which he returned to God. 
—Is the fail of Peter recorded? 
Then let us condemn that uobeiief 
for which he wept so * bitterly.’ 
Is it said of hiarnig that It would ii ave 
been better tor bim that he had 
‘“ never eel born 2??? Is his fearful 
end displayed as a warning to 
apostates? Then let us not seek to 
discover those alleviating circum- 
Stances in his character, or In his 
“damning deed,” which shall tend 
to diminish the effect of his example. 
Let us not represent that death as 
the fruit of repentance, which was 
evidenuly the action of impatience 
and despair, 

Neither will it be any excuse for 
such comments, to plead that they 
are intended to magnify the mercy 
of God. and to prove that no sin- 
ner is removed beyond the reach of 


mercy. I believe that “ the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from ali sin ;” 
and that therefore it could have 
washed away the stain of the sin of 
Judas. But have we sufficient eyj. 
dence to prove that he was a true be. 
liever in the Son of God, or to render 
Nnugatory those passages which cer. 
tainly in their literal sense imply 
that he died as one without hope? 
The mercy of God may be extolled 
without these adventitious aids. No 
sinner need despair while the cases 
of a Manasseh, a Saul, and a Mag. 
dalen are recorded to prove the abili- 
ty and willingness of God to save, 
But every apostate has Cause to trem. 
ble, while they contemplate in the 
death of a Judus the consequence of 
their sin. Apostacy is a sin of the 
first magnitude ; and shall the end of 
the chief apostate be construed into 
an argument for the safety of his 
soul? Shall a license be collected 
from his history to * deny the Lord 
who bought us;’? and “to trample 
under feet the Son of God ?”? Oh, no! 
itis a capital offence to lessen the 
force of Scripture warnings ; espe- 
cially when it is considered that all 
the aids of Scripture, conscience, and 
reason are at times too feeble to 
rouse or to restrain the sinner. 

Humbly hoping that these remarks 
may tend to check the progress 0! 
so mischievous an error. 

I remain, &c. 
1GNOTUS: 


—— 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
No duty, perhaps, is more strongly 
inculcated in the Bible than the 
“fear of God.” The texts upon 
this subject are not confined 
either Testament—to the Law, o 
to the Gospel, to the command: 
ments or the doctrines of the 
Bible. All breathe one and the 
same spirit; all teach the same 
great truth, that “the fear. of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
But how, then, it may be asked, 
are all these passages to be recol” 
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eiled with such a passage as that 
which follows—* perfect love Cast- 
eth out fear?’ It all the true ser- 
yants of God are to fear him, how Is 
it that “ perfect love,” the perfect 
love of God, “casteth out fear?” 
Now, instead of at once replying to 
this question, I, perhaps, shall be for- 
givens if I venture to offer a few 
pisin observations upon the four fol- 
lowing points : 

I. In the first place, there is, I 
conceive, a wrong fear in religion. 

II. There is a fear which is right. 

IL. ln the frst stages of religion, 
fear is apt to p:evail over love. 

IV. In the last stages of religion, 
love greduaily banisies fear, 

In the first piace, there isa fear 
in religion which is wrong ; and of 
this | will mention two Cases. 

That fear is wrong which pro- 
ceeds trom /fulse views of God.— 
There are minds which delight to 
draw the most tremendous pictures 
of the Almighty. They take, for 
instance, some earthly potentate, the 
severity of wuuse justice is softened 
by no touches of mercy; and, add- 
ing to the portrait the qualities of in- 
finite power and purity, they cail 
this their God. I do not mean to 
say that such a state of mind is com- 
mon; for excessive fear of God is 
by no means common, and, where it 
exists, often arises from other Cuuses. 
Still such cases are to be found ; 
and persons are still more common- 
lytu be found, who, without going 
allthe lengths of those to whom IL 
have referred, yet form such notions 
of God, as are inconsistent with the 
love of God, and the hope of salva- 
tion, They contemplate God as 
armed for vengeance, not as clothed 
with love; as thundering from the 
throne of judgment, not as stwiling 
on the seat of mercy. They re- 
Member that “in Adam all die,” 
but forget that “in Christ all shail 
be made alive.?? Now, can we hesi- 
‘ate to say that such views of the 
Character of God as are calculated 
‘0 give us low notions of his mercy, 
ad to fill us with slavish fear, are 
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wrong ? * God is love ;” every work 


of his band, every act of his Provi- 
dence, the face of nature, the his- 
tory of our lives, all constitute, as it 
were, one vast volume, which pro- 
claims the love and the compassion 
of God Almighty. The Bible may 
be said to be one continued commen- 
tary upon the single text, “ God is 
love.’ True religion, therefore, 
evidently casts out all such fear as 
this, ©LTeue religion, I may say, 
** detests’? such fear; holds no alli- 
ance with it, because it dishonours 
Him who is the great object of re- 
ligion: it puts an tdol in the place 
of God. Far, far, therefore, be such 
fear from all your teaders, and from 
ali who serve the God of Israel, the 
God of mercy, the © God who so lov- 
edthe worid, as to give his own Son 
to die for it.” 

Again; that fear Is wrong which 
proceeds from wrong views of our 
own charactcr.—-Tiere are persons 
who, with right views of God, have 
false views of themselves ; who 
either mistake the requisitions of 
the Gospel, and then tremble be- 
cause they do not comply with its 
demands ; or who, though having 
just views of the Gospel, form a 
wrong estimate of their own faith 
and obedience to its doctrines, One 
individual, for instance, despairs be- 
cuuse he has sinned afier receiving 
the sacrament; another, because he 
imagines that he has committed the 
sin against the Holy Ghost; a third, 
because he thinks that he has not the 
witness of the Spirit in himself, 
which witness he imagines to be 
some direct communication from 
Heaven; another, because sin is not 
altogether subdued in him; another, 
because he ts unable to discover, in 
his own works, sufficient to justify 
him in the sight of God. Now it 
certaliily is very far from my inten- 
tion to encourage myself, or your 
readers, to hope upon talse grounds ; 
to veil that sword of vengeance 
which is really lifted against the im. 
penitent; to increase our courage 
by concealing our enemies. Qn the 
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contrary, it will be my endeavour 
hereafter to shew, that fear—strong, 
active, tively fear—is essential to 
the Christian character. But those 
of whoin I am now speaking are not 
eitier the careless or the conceited. 
Tivey are, some of them, men whose 
very humility, perhaps, is shutting 
their eyes upon the ihupes and hap- 
piness of the Christian. They are, 
some of them, men who bow so very 
Jow before the throne of God, as not 
to see the sceptrée of mercy which is 
stretched out to them, They ure 
men whose cyes are su occupied and 
absorbed by the sword of wrath, 
which hanes over the path of the sin- 
ner, as not to see the sheath which 
mercy cartics beside it for the true 
penitent. Is there any one of those 
who is honouring this paper with 
his attention, wretched because he 
is not sinless? Then let him remem- 
ber, that Christ “came to seck and 
to save that which was lost.’’? Or is 
he wretched because he has not 
some inward revelation of bis own 
sufe‘y ? Let him remember, that the 
Witness of the Spirit is the “fru? 
which the Spirit of God produces in 
our lives and tempers. Or does he 
despair because his own works, 
though holy, are not sufficiently holy 
to justify him? Thea let him call to 
mind. that we are © yastified, not by 
works of righteousness which we have 
done,’ but that “according to His 
mercy He saves us;” andthat salva- 
tion is “the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” In this 
case then, | venture to repeat the 
declaration——** Love  casteth out 
fear.’ where ‘fear’? is founded on 
false views of ourselves—where we 
expect in ourselves, that wich God 
expecis not—where we are turning 
our eyes from the Rock of our re- 
fure—when we are miserable though 
God perinits and invites us to be 
huindle and happy. 

But I now turn to the second 
point which [ proposed to notice, 
viz. that there isa fear in religion 
which is rights and perhaps I can- 





[Aprii, 
not more conveniently treat this po- 
sition than under the arrangemen, 
already adopted.—In the first place, 
then, that fear is right which fro. 
ceeds from right views of the charac. 
ter of God, God is described in the 
Bible as an infinitely pure and holy 
Being. The angels are said not to 
be pure in his sight. Indeed, these 
heavenly hosts appear to have their 
other feelings absorbed in the con. 
templation of the holiness of God, 
* Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 
Hosts.”” Now he that is holy must 
hate sin ; and accordingly of. God it 
is said, that he hates it with a * per. 
fect hatred,” with a hatred, that is, 
unmitigated, as in man, by the 
touches of inward depravity. He 
hates it as perfect light abhors per- 
fect darkness.—But that which God 
hates and punishes, man must evi- 
dently fear. We must fear, there- 
fore, the commission of sin. We 
must fear the consequences of sin, 
All that is sinful must fill us with 
horror. We must shrink from it as 
from the touch of poilution—as from 
the dagger of death—as from that 
which if unrepented of, if unwashed 
by the blood of Christ, is to separate 
us from God, and to give us to the 
“worm that never dies.’ But, it 
may be asked, Is not this to contradict 
what has been said before? I an- 
swer, No. What has been affirmed 
amounts to this—Before we have 
sinned, we must fear sin, because 
God is holy: when unhappily we 
have sinned, we must not despai!, 
because God is merciful. 

Again; that fear may be said to 
be right which pfrroceeds from right 
views of ourselves.—-lf man were 
as upright as he originally proceed. 
ed from the hands of his Maker, 
even then, the example of Adam 
may teach us, that we have sufh. 
cient cause for the fears suggested 
by the weakness of our nature and 
the strength of our temptations. 
And I need not say how greatly the 
causes of fear are increased by that 
corruption which the sin of our first 
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parents has entailed upon us. But 
upon this point I will not dwell. If 
any of your readers doubt the neces- 
sity of caution and apprehension, let 
him look into the state e1her of the 
world, or of his own heart, to be 
convinced. Who, for instance, can 
jlook into himseif, and not discover 
his weakness and corruption? Who 
has not, at times telt himself break 
down at what appeared to be his 
strongest point?’ Who has not, in 
suing pariicular instance, feit the 
most despicable temptation over. 
come him? Who has not passed, 
with the most painful rapidity, from 
a state Of communion with God and 
delight in religion, to that of cold. 
ness, and worldliness, and guilt? In 
like manner, let any person who 
doubts upon this point Jook at the 
hisiories of Noah, of Lot, of Abra. 
ham, and of David; and then say 
whether it does not become us to 
“pass the time of our sojourning 
here in fear.’ May I then be per- 
mitted to express my hope, and to 
offer my humble supplication to 
God, that all your readers may be 
distinguished by a holy distrust of 
themselves—by a deep sense of 
weakness—by a conviction that their 
safety is to be secured, not by 
“might nor by power,” but by the 
“Spirit”? of “the Lord.” Let us re- 
member, that when in Scripture we 
are encouraged to be strong, it is to 
“be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might ;’’ that when we 
are stirred up to ‘** work out our 
Salvation,’? it is by the considera- 
tion, that **God worketh in us 
both to will and to do;”’ that when 
the author of the Hebrews collects 
from their graves, and causes to pass 
in review before us the mighty 
dead who have fought and con- 
quered in the spiritual conquest, he 
attributes their victory, not to their 
Strength, but to their “ faith :?— 
“by faith they subdued kingdoms, 
Wrought righteousness, obtained 
Promises, quenched the violence of 
‘he sword.” Their triumph was 


achieved, on the one hand, by a dis. 
trust in themselves, and on the 
other by a spirit of confidence in the 
Almighty. Their song of gratitude 
was, ** Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy Name be the 
praise.”’ 

III. But without more delay, I 
shall now notice the third proposi- 
tion, which I stated in the opening 
of this paper, viz. that in the first 
stages of religion, fear is naturally 
afit to firevail over love.—When the 
eyes of a sinner first open upon the 
truths of religion, an awful prospect 
appears to lie before him. He dis- 
covers, that he has long been sin- 
ning against a holy and just God— 
that he has been ‘‘dead in tres- 
passes and sins’’—that he has stood 
on the very edge of perdition. He 
looks behind him, and shudders to 
behold the mere plank, as it were, 
by which he has crossed the gulf. 
He looks before him, and sees chasm 
within chasm, which must be pass- 
ed, rock upon rock which must be 
climbed. He looks around him, 
aud searches in vain for many com- 
panions of his march, who he has 
reason to fear have fallen, and 
perished for ever. He looks within, 
and finds nothing which corres- 
ponds to the size and complexion 
of his dangers. Unaccustomed as 
yet to cast himself upon God, to 
prove the abundance of the mercy 
of God, and the power of his arm, 
his heart sinks within him. The 
terrors of the Lord seem to be let 
loose upon him, and no deliverer 
appears. The awful picture given 
in Job, seems almost to describe 
his own circumstances :——* In 
thoughts from the vision of the 
night, when deep sleep falleth on 
men, fear came upon me, and 
trembling, which made all my bones 
to shuke: then a spirit passed be- 
fore my face; the hair of my flesh 
stood up.” I am well aware, in- 
deed, that the awe which thus 
seizes upon the mind is not the 
same in all cases; that it will be 
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proportioned, in some degree, to the 
greatness of our sins——to the 
strenyth of our imagination—and to 
the fulness with which we are ied to 
contemplate the vengeance of God. 
Nor do I by any means deem it 
right lor ihe preacher of the Gos. 
pel to ‘busy himself in exciting 
those intense and tumultuous feel- 
ings which are, perhaps, as much 
calculated to disorder the mind as 
to reform it: but still I know, that 
feelings analogous to these are often 
awakened—and awakened, i be- 
lieve, not by the langnage of enthu- 
slusm,. but by the language of Scrip- 
ture—by just views of the conse- 
quences of sin—and [ may add, by 
the merciful movements of that 
Spirit, who prefers that his ser- 
vants should ‘* suffer’? for a ume 
here, in order to their “ reigning”’ 
for ever in heaven. Now, then, in 
this stave of religion, when the sin- 
ner is familiar only with a part of 
its system, when he has not over- 
come the shock of discovering his 
own guilt and danger, is it wonder. 
ful that for a season fear should 
firevatl over love——that be should 
overrate his aifliculues—that he 
should darken the avenue by which 
hope enters—that he should per. 
ceive litue but clouds and shadows 
hanging over the path of his pil- 
grimage £ And need any of your 


readers who are in such a state of 


mind be urged to hasten their es- 
cape from it; not by shutting their 
eyes upon their dangers, not by 
taking the awful leap, as it were, in 
the dark—but to escape from it dy a 
farther advance 10 religion, 

And this was the fourth point to 
which I propused to call the atten- 
tion of your readers, viz. that, in 
the é/ast stages of religion, *“ love 
begins to prevail over fear.”—At 
first, as has been said, the man who 
discovers his guilt is naturally 
more occupied by his dangers than 
by any hopes of deliverance from 
them. He naturally surveys the 


depth and darkness of his dungeon, 
before he 


discovers the ray by 
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which it is lighted. He discovers 
the disease before he recognises the 
Physician. But, when such a person 
continues to pray to God, to Study 
his Bible, to use diligently and de. 
voutly the means of grace which a 
good God has provided for him, 
comfort by degrees breaks in upon 
him—light springeth up in the 
darkness.” He gradually, by the 
Divine mercy, discovers how pre. 
cisely the religion of Jesus Christ is 
suited to his state—how tenderly it 
treats the penitent sinner—how am- 
pie aremedy it provides for his case 
—how it strives to biod up the bruis- 
ed reed. He discovers, also. the 
infinite tendervess of the Divine 
Cinaracter. From the cleft ct the 
rock, as it were, he sees the skirts 
of the Divine Glory pass by bim— 
and hears the tithe and attributes of 
God proclaimed—‘the Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and eracious, 
long suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth.” Especially, 
he beholds God as the God of the 
Gospel—as the **God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christv’’?—as the 
God who “spared not bis own Son, 
but freely gave him up for us all.” 
Can he fail, then, under the Divine 
blessing, to love a God such as this! 
Will not the fears springing from 
his views either of the character of 
God or of his own defects insen- 
sibly lessen? Will he not feel an 
increasing confidence, that so mer: 
ciful a God will not abandon so in 
firm and helpless a creature? Is 
not every weaker feeling likely to 
be absorbed by the growing sense 
of the Divine goodness? Is not the 
love of God, of his Saviour, likely 
by acegrees, to become his mas 
ter passion, his ruling principle! 
If I may be allowed to borrow 
an illustration trom those two per 
sous, who seem to have been the 
appointed heralds of the dispens@ 
tions of fear and love, I should say; 
that the words of St. Jobn, witb 
reference to himself and to bk 
Master, apply to the case I am ces 
cribing—to the decay of fear anc 
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growth of love—« He must Increase, 
but I must decre«se.”’ The Sials 
must fade as the sun arises; and 
nwillght Vanishe € L day. 

And now, by way of bringing this, 
| fear 100 much extended, discussion 
to an end, 1 will simply say, that I 
must not be considered as stating, 
that the love of the Christian is ever 
so complete in this state of being as 
entirely to banish fear— hat his per- 
ception, either of the goodness of 
God or of his own growth 1M grace, 
may ever entitie him here to cast 
away a feeling so salutary «nd so 
suiied to a fallen creature. | The 
erfect love which casteth Oui tear 
probably refers to heaven; that per- 
fect State to which the true servant 
of God ts daily and rapidly advancing 
—fo that day of which he now sees 
but the dawn—to that hour when he 
shall uo longer see through a glass 
da&kly, but see even as he is seen, 
and’ know as he is known, and iove 
ashe is loved. Then indeed, shail 
love, in the strongest sense, Cast 
ou fear. Then shall fear utterly 
cease, when danger is entirely re- 
moved, and corruption completely 
annitilated. Then shall we be 
“like God, for we shail see him as 
he is.”? 

And now let me_ be allowed to 
say, especially to the inexperienced 
in religion, to whom alone, indeed, 
Thave the smailest pretensions to 
speak ; Let them look at this pic- 
ture of religion :—-1 does not present 
to them, as some have imagined, a 
system of terrors, but a cispensa- 
tion of love. It shews them, if I 
May so describe it, a chain of gold 
by which the joys of angels are let 
down to man. Who, then, will not 
Value religion ? Who will trample 
upon this pearl of great price? 
Who will not sell all be has, that he 
may buy this? Who will put such 
4 possession to hazard—stake it upon 
4 remote chance of iong life—upon 
the uncertain penitence of a sick and 
dying bed? Who will risk it in a 
‘ash intercourse with its enemies, or 
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by exposure in an atmosphere unfa- 
vourabie to it ¢ ; 
Do we desireto reach heaven, and 
tuste of that perfect love which cast- 
eth out fear? Then may we all re- 
member, that we are not to be crans- 
ported thither in a chariot of fire, but 
are to rise to it by the patient and 
laborious steps of penitence, and 
faith, aud obedience, and seif denial, 
and watchfulness and prayer—are to 
rise to it from the lowly foot of a 
Saviour’s cross. QO, then, may one 
and all of us, in order to this end, 
under Divine grace, adopt the reso- 
lution and practice of St. Paul: “I 
therejore so run, not a% unceriainly 5 
so fight I, not as one that beateth 
the air; but I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection, lest that 
by any means, when | have preached 
to others, 1 myseif should be a cast 
away.” C. 
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Gen, vi. 8, “ And the Lord said, My 
Sfurtt shall not always strive with 
man.’?* 


In “the days that were before the 
flood,” it is said, ** they were eating 
and drinking, and knew not till the 
flood came and took them all away.” 
Sv compietely were they absorbed, 
either by the pleasures or business 
of life, that when the floodgates of 
wrath were opened, only one family 
had prepared to encounter the over- 
whelming tide. But had God, with- 
out warning, at once devoted his 
creatures to destruction? Had the 
floodgates of wrath been opened 
without preparation? Had the Fa- 
ther of the universe at once emptied 
the vials of indignation upon his crea- 
tures? An examination of the text 
will enable us to reply to these and 
sume Other Important questions. 
And to this end, it will be my en- 
deavour to offer some observations 
in proof of the four following po- 
sliions. 
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I. That there is much in the na- 
ture of man to oppose the move- 
ments of the Holy Spirit. 

If. That the interferences of the 
Holy Spirit are many and great for 
our safety. 

III. That there is a time after 
which the Spirit ceases to interfere. 

1V. That this time is the moment 
ef our ruin. 

I. It appears, in the jirst place, 
that there is much in the nature of 
Man to oppose the movements of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In man, as he was first created, 
doubtiess there was much to assist 
and promote the movements of the 
Spirit of God. As there is in the 
plant much to assist the action of 
the sun in promoting its growth; as 
in every part of nature, there is much 
to promote the end for which God 
designed it; so man also was formed 
to yield to that blessed influence 
which would have made him good 
and happy. But man fell—and, from 
that instant, his nature took the part 
of sin, and opposed the will of God. 
Such is the description given of our 
present state in the Bible. ‘ The 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; and 
these two are contrary one to the 
ether.” In like manner, says St. Paul, 
speaking of the conflict between 
good and evil in the nature of man, 
between the Spirit of God and the 
corruptions of the heart, “ I delight 
in the law of God after the inward 
man; but I see another Jaw in my 
members warring against the law in 
my mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin.” Such then 
is the real state of our hearts by na- 
ture, and itis of vast importance to 
ve fully aware of it, that we may 
yuard against its consequences. Al- 
low me to say, that li Is almost cer- 
sain, that there are some among our- 
selves who think tuo favourably of the 
state of our own minds—who fancy 
that we have more disposition tu right 
than wrong—-who coiceive that, if 
the Spirit of God were to descend 
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upon us, he would find a soil conge. 
nial to his labours, and would see, 
harvest at once spring up under the 
suashine ®FWWs pndigece. But this is 
not the state of any heart by nature, 
—i will not deny that there is a dif. 
ference in the notural Character of 
men. Bur in none is that difference 
so great, as to render the hear: pro. 
pitious to the movements oO: the, 
Spirit. Mark the expression of the 
text; “ My Spirt shill not always 
STRIVE with man.’’ Tere is theng 
struggle between the movements of 
God, and the corrup.tons of man. 
God finds in the soul, not a_ friend 
but arecnuemy—not a heart to which 
he is a welcome guest, but a heart 
occupied by very different possessors 
—by deep-seated lusts. und indwell- 
ing corrupvons. Let me then say 
to you, Louk to the state of your 
own minds. Indulge no fond con- 
ceits of your own excellence. Re- 
member that there is no law to ex- 
empt you from the coinmon destiny 
of man; that the common curse of 
human nature has fallen upon you; 
that the wide-spread leprosy of cor- 
ruption has seized you; that if good 
shall ever predominate over evil in 
your soul, it is to be considered, not 
as an achievement of your own, but 
as the triumph of your God. 0 
could we pierce the cloud which con. 
ceals the mighty movements of the 
hand of God, how many arrows of 
comviction should we see, discharged 
from Heaven, and blunted by the 
stony bosom of man. Remembet 
this, and feel that a heart so hard Is 
not to be trusted, or flattered, or neg- 
lected ; but that, by earnest prayer, 
we are to call down those dews of 
grace by which alone it can be sol. 
tened and prepared for the seed ol 
religion, 

If. But, secondiy, it appears from 
the text that the interferences of tht 
Spirit of Ged are many and great 
Jor our sefety.—Tne inhabitanis o 
the world before the flood, as Xf 
appears, had little or no concepuor 
of the storm that was about to breat 
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over their heads. But it is equally 
evident that this state of ignorance 
was thelr own fault, and not the ap- 
pointment of God. If any one had 
said tothem, * Your God has long 
been speaking to you by his minis- 
ters; has been warning you ot the 
evil and danger of sin; has beep 
svetching a drawn sword across your 
guilty path ; has announced to you, 
by many a herald, the awful ruin 
that approaches’”’—they would pro. 
bably have answered, ** No: Gad 
has done nothing for us. He gave 
us over to our corruptions, to the 
dominion of the world, and of the 
devil; and we have seen and felt 
nothing of the movements of Pro. 
vidence tll now that the foundations 
of the world are broken up, and a 
flood is about to destroy the whole 
creation of God.”—But would these 
Jeclarations have been just? Was 
itthe fact that God had done no- 
thing for them! Did he in the first 
instance stretch out his arm only to 
scourge and to slay them?’ Had not 
the showers of mercy preceded the 
tempest of wrath? Had not the sun 
of his grace shone on them before 
the clouds began to lower? Hear 
thetext; “ My spirit shall not always 
strive with man.’’? Hence it appears, 
that God had /ong striven with them; 
that he had employed months, and 
yeurs, and ages in order to rescue a 
gulity world; that he had been long 
warning, teaching, admonishing ; 
that he had sent them his Spirit, but 
they had resisted it. “The day of 
the Lord’? did, indeed, at length 


| overtake them ‘fas a thief in the 
mies %5 . . 

| Dight’—with all the silence and se- 

/ trecy of the most unexpected as- 


Salant. But this cught not to have 


God had striven 
With them till his mercy Was ex. 


hausted, till patience would have 
been Weakness ; tll the perfection 
of his nature required that Mercy 


3 should quit the throve, and Justice 
take it, 


And this ie applicable to 

You may perhaps feel 
‘posed to say, thot God has done 
fivist. Observ, No. 160. 
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little for your soul; that, if you were 
how to die and perish, the stroke 
would not have been preceded by 
those visitations of mercy, by those 
movements of the Spirit in your fa- 
vour, which ought in justice to pre- 
cede so awlula punishment. You 
might indeed say this; but, if you 
did, you would betray your own in- 
gratitude without criminating the 
character of Ged. No: God, from 
your infancy, has “ striven” with 
you: he has visited you by his Spirit: 
he has himself contended, and he has 
strengthened you to contend with 
your corrupdons: he has watched 
you in the hour of danger: he has 
stood ready to interfere with a migh- 
ty arm, had you but cailed upon him: 
he has checked you in a thousand 
crimes, prompted you to a thousand 
virtues, detached you from sin, and 
called you toreligion. He has spo- 
ken to you upon the bed of sickness ; 
communed with you in the hours of 
darkness; breathed upon you from 
the pages of his word; touched your 
conscience with a mygterious hand ; 
filled you with many a wish, perhaps 
with many a resolution, to be good. 
How vast is the contrast between the 
dealings of God and man! Look into 
the world, and men are warring one 
with another; army is drawn out 
against army, and each man sharpen- 
ine his sword “to fesb itv” upon the 
body of his brother. God also 
‘“ strives’ with man, not to destroy, 
but to save; not to wound, but to 
heal ; not to rob him of any right, but 
to give him a title and right to hea- 
ven; Not to possess himself of the 
iNheritance of man, but to impart to 
man the treasures, the glory, the un- 
mixed goodness and waciouded bap. 
piness of heaven. He is“ the Lord, 
the Lord God. merciful and gracious, 
long suffering,aud aoundantin good. 
ness andtruth.”” Stall we then com. 
plain of such a God! Shall we base- 
ly charge any part of our deficiencies 
upon him? Will you net call to 
mind how numerous are the mer- 
cies which have hitberto been wasted 
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I. That there is much in the na- 
ture of man to oppose the move- 
ments of the Holy Spirit. 

If. That the interferences of the 
Holy Spirit are many and great for 
our safety. 

III. That there is a time after 
which the Spirit ceases to interfere. 

TV. That this time is the moment 
ef our ruin. 

I. It appears, in the jirst place, 
that there is much in the nature of 
Men to oppose the movements of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In man, as he was first created, 
doubtiess there was much to assist 
and promote the movements of the 
Spirit of Gud. As there is in the 
plant much to assist the action of 
the sun in promoting its growth; as 
in every part of nature, there is much 
to promote the end for which God 
designed it; so man also was formed 
to yield to that blessed influence 
which would have made him good 
and happy. But man fell—and, from 
that instant, his nature took the part 
of sin, and opposed the will of God. 
Such is the description given of our 
present state in the Bible. « The 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh; and 
these two are contrary one to the 
ether.” In like manner, says St. Paul, 
speaking of the conflict between 
good and evil in the nature of man, 
between the Spirit of God and the 
corruptions of the heart, “ [I delight 
in the law of God alter the inward 
man; but I see another law in my 
members warring against the Jaw in 
my mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin.” Such then 
ts the real state of our hearts by na- 
cure, and itis of vast importance to 
ve fully aware of it, that we may 
yuard against its consequences. Al- 
low me to say, that li Is almost cer- 
sain, that there are some among our- 
selves who think tuo favourably of the 
state of our own minds—whio fancy 
that we have more disposition toright 
than wrong—who conceive that, if 
the Spirit of God were to descend 
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upon us, he would find a soil conge- 
nial to his labours, and would see, 
harvest at once spring up under the 
suashine 14s pr@igece. But this js 
not the state of any heart by nature, 
— i will not deny that there is a dif. 
ference in the notural Charecter of 
men. Bur in none ts that G:evence 
sO great, as to render the hear: pro. 
pitlous to the movements oO: the 
Spirit. Mark the expression of the 
text; * My Spirt shall not always 
STRIVE with man.’’ Trere is theng 
strugzle between the movements of 
God, and the correp.ions of man, 
God finds in the soul, not a_ friend 
but arecue ny—not a lieart to which 
he is a welcome guest, but a ieart 
occupied by very different possessurs 
—by deep-seated lusts. und indwell- 
ing corrupvons. Let me then say 
to you, Look to the state of your 
own minds. Indulge no fond con- 
ceits of your own excellence. Re- 
member that there is no law to ex- 
empt you from ‘he coimmon desuny 
of mau; that the common curse of 
human nature has fallen upon you; 
that the wide-spread leprosy of cor- 
ruption has seized you; that if good 
shall ever predominate over evil in 
your soul, it is to be considered, not 
as an achievement of your own, but 
as the triumph of your God. 0 
could we pierce the cloud which con. 
ceals the mighty movements of the 
hand of God, how many arrows of 
conviction should we see, discharged 
from Heaven, and blunted by the 
stony bosom of man. Remembet 
this, and feel that a heart so hard is 
not to be trusted, or flattered, or neg- 
lected ; but that, by earnest prayer; 
we are to call down those dews of 
grace by which alone it can be sof. 
tened and prepared for the seed o 
religion, 

II. But, secondiy, it appears from 
the text that the interferences of tht 
Spirit of Ged are many and great 
Jor our safety. —Vie inhabitants 01 
the world before the flood, as I 
appears, had linie or no concepuor 
of the storm that was about to breal 







tc 


be 
Wy 
he 
be 

of 
shi 


- tal: 


Oi] 
Nis 
f 


e. 
f. 
of 
C6 
0- 
ne. 
he 
VS 
1a 
of 
an. 
nd 
ch 
‘art 
ors 
ell: 
say 
our 
On- 
Re- 
ex- 
uby 
2 of 
OU; 
core 
rood 
iin 
, hot 
, but 
3% 
Cone 
f the 
vs of 
urged 
y the 
mbet 
ard 1s 
neg 
rayels 
ws of 
eC sof. 
eed ol 


from 

of the 
f 

hy ee 

is O 
as it 

epulor 
brea 


E take it. 


1815. | 


over their heads. But it is equally 
evident that this state of ignorance 
was their own fault, and not the ap- 
poinnment of God. If any one had 
said tothem, * Your God has long 
been speaking to you by his minis- 
ters; has been warning you of the 
evil and danger of sin; has beep 
swetching a drawn sword across your 
guilty path ; has announced to you, 
by many a herald, the awful ruin 
that approaches”’—they would pro. 
bably have answered, ** No: Gad 
has done nothing for us. He gave 
us over to our corruptions, to the 
dominion of the world, and of the 
devil; and we have seen and felt 
nothing of the movements of Pro. 
vidence ull now that the foundations 
of the world are broken up, and a 
jlood is about to destroy the whole 
creation of God.”—But would these 
Jeclarations have been just? Was 
itthe fact that God had done no- 
thing for them’ Did he in the first 
instance stretch out his arm only to 
scourge and to slay them?’ Had not 
the showers of mercy preceded the 
iempest of wrath? Had not the sun 
of his grace shone on them before 
the clouds began to lower? Hear 
thetext; My spirit shall not adways 
strive with man.’ Hence it appears, 
that God had dong striven with them; 
that he had employed months, and 
years, ind ages in order to rescue a 
gulily world; that be had been long 
warning, teaching, admonishing ; 
that he had sent them his Spirit, but 
they had resisted it. “The day of 
the Lord’? did, indeed, at length 
overtake them ‘fas a thief in the 
night’—with all the silence and se- 
erecy of the most unexpected as- 
Salant. But this cught not to have 
becu their state. God had striven 
with them till his mercy was ex. 
hausted, till patience wonld have 
been Weakness; tll the perfection 
of his nature required that Mercy 
should quit the throve, and Justice 
Aud this ie applicable to 

You may perhaps feel 
osed to say, that God has done 
ehrist. Observ, No. 160. 
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little for your soul; that, if you were 
now to die and perish, the stroke 
would not have been preceded by 
those visitations of mercy, by those 
movements of the Spirit in your fa- 
vour, which ought in justice to pre- 
cede so awlula punishment. You 
might indeed say this; but, if you 
did, you would betray your own in- 
gratitude without criminatuing the 
character of God. No: God, from 
your infancy, has “ striren” with 
you: he has visited you by his Spirit: 
he has himself contended, and he has 
strengthened you to contend with 
your corrupudons: he has watched 
you in the hour of danger: he has 
stood ready to interfere with a migh- 
ty arm, had you but cailed upon him: 
he has checked you in a thousand 
crimes, prompted you to a thousand 
virtues, detached you from sin, and 
called you toreligion. He has spo- 
ken to you upon the bed of sickness ; 
communed with you in the hours of 
darkness; breathed upon you from 
the pages of his ward; touched your 
conscience with a mygterious hand ; 
filled you with many a wish, perhaps 
with many a resolution, to be good. 
How vast is the contrast between the 
dealings of God and man! Look into 
the world, and men are warring one 
with another; army is drawn out 
against army, and each man sharpen- 
ine his sword “to flesk it” upon the 
body of his brother. Ged also 
‘“ strives’ with man, not to destroy, 
but to save; not to wound, but to 
heal ; not to rob him of any right, but 
to give him a tile and right to hea- 
ven; hot to possess himself of the 
Mheritance of man, but to impart to 
man the treasures, the glory, the un- 
mixed goodness and wactouded bap. 
pinessof heaven. He is* the Lord, 
the Lord God, mereilul and gracious, 
long suffering, and aoundantin good. 
ness and truth.’ Stall we then com. 
plain of such a God? Shall we base- 
ly charge any part of our deficiencies 
upon him? Will you net call to 
mind bow numerous are the mer- 
cies which have hitherto been wasted 
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and abused by you. aid humble your- 
self at the footstool of the Divine 
compassion /—Ip creer, under the 
Divine blesstnz, to leac vou to this 
Course of conduct, i proceed to ob- 
serve, 

Ii. That there isa feriod at which 
tt afinears that the Spirit of God ceases 
fo uct ufion those 
There is, doubtless, a point at which 
mercy would begin to be weakness. 
A: (nat — of course, the mercy 
of (aod, whic annot be indulged 
at the anions ‘of his other a. 
mus’ stop. And such is the case 
whicn is placed before us by the 
text. God, from the commence- 
ment of the world to the peried of 
the flood, had been In vain pouring 
out h:s mercies upon mankind. Jus- 
tice now demanded that the punish- 
ment of their crimes shouid be tn- 
flicted; thit an example shouid be 
provided ei} gererations, that 
*¢God would not be mocked.’ Then 
It was, be declared, ** My tshal 
no. always strive with may 
has passed beyond the 
of cempassion—he has 
the stures of grace. Mercy will no 
longer lift up her shieid ie oppose 
the weapon of wrath. ler ius sin. 
ned. and he must siitler 
and it was done, And how tremen- 
dous was the resu’t: The * foun- 
tains of the great vere broken 
up;’” the “ wi 
opened :’? ‘all in) whe 
(except Noah 
tne breath of ilie, died 3’ und °** eve. 
rv living subs ance 
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—is the piccu ire awiulf If se, re- 
member, that itis sketcned, noLuse 
fiction oi the nag usin, but as 


the record of a fact 3; und of a fact 
desivned, not merely to punish the 
sufferers at thet periad, Lut to ine 
sc” be, aS upon an aw val monument, 
for future ages. the s 

that those wno resist God 
pec! Him to een from them.— 
And permit me to observe, that al- 
though the eneinctin of the Spirit 
from vurselyes ls nut now marked by 
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On Gen, vi. 8. LApril, 
any such awful outward demonstra. 
tion, still, as surely as we have sinneg 
up to the assigned point—as surely 
as the measure of our iniquities is 
tull—so surely has the Spirit of God 
abandoned us to our corruptions and 
our ruin —I may, at this instant, be 
speaking to some person who,though 
he has not actually reached this tre. 
mendous point, may, by his long. 
continued negligence of the admo.- 
nitions of conscience and the voice 
of God, be faust approaching it. | 
may be speuking to some who, 
though they know they are wrong, 
negiect to do better—to some who 
have a secret persuasion that their 
way of life does not fit them for 
death, and who yet refuse to change 
it—-to some who, though they de- 
sign to mend, as yet delay the work 
of reformation—to some who are 
by derrees stifling the voice of con- 
science and quenching the light of 


Heaven. I do then most solemnly 
adjure such persons to beware ol 


their ruin. The Spirit of God shall 
cease to strive with you. The sea- 
son of yrace may be already nearly 
by. The year prayed for by 
creat Intercessor may have 4l- 
ready been grranted,and have neatly 
expired; and the final sentence be 


COE 


¢ | 
Loe 


about, perhaps, instantly to be 
xecured—— Thou shalt cut It 
down.” Is this, then, I ask, 4 


which it is wise or safe 
ear out life in cavil- 
gf In the indulgence 
ly, or th laying some 


flattering uncticn to the soul? By 
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all the joys of heaven, and the 
terrors of hell; by all the powers 
of God to save, or to punish ; by 
all the agonies of Christ; by his 
* cross and passton,’? all endured 
for yous; and by those agonics 


which, if imperitent, and unchanged 
by the Spirit ef Ged, you your 
selves shall be called to endures 
Tadjure you to “ awake and aris: 
that Christ may give you light.” 
And, the more to impress this duty 
upon you, 1 would beg you to co" 















sider the fourth and last point to 
which I proposed to call your at- 
tention, Viz. that, 

iV. The defiarture of the Spirit 
uf God is the final destruction of the 
coul—How awfully is this truth 
iustrated in the text! The Spirit 
of God ceases to Strive with the 
jnuabitants of the world. And what 
At once, the floods de- 
scendeds—and dismissed tue whole 
ercation, NOL Merely tu an untimely 
ersye, but to the dread mdament 
- ofan angry God.—My brethren, 
itis terrible to reaa even of their 
eathly suffering. It is terribie to 
conceive the wmother rraspisy her 
perishing child—to faney a inan 
escapiug fora few moments, per- 
haps, by his accidental elevation, the 
erowibg ruln, but at last sucked ip 
by the overwhelming waie:s—_ 0 see 
one dark and immeasurable grave 
gradually swallowlig up ali the fair 


ensued f 


creation of God. But carry your 
view, | beseech you, beyond the 
grave. There is a lake, compared 


with which, these horrible waters 
are as the fountains of life and 


seams of joy—the ‘* lake that 
burneth with brimstone and with 
ire.’ There is a grave, to which 


this universal charncl-house is us 
the abode of peace and happiness— 
the * pit whose smoke ascendeth 
for ever and ever.” Endeavour, J 
entreat you, to realize the scene at 
that awful hour whea the mother 
shall, perhaps, feel herself, or see 
her child overwhelmed by that flery 
lood ; when the man, proud in his 
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fancied security, shall behold its 
flaming waves now swell to his feet, 
and now rise to his breast; when the 
grave of hell, the Tophit of ever- 
lasting destruction, shall yawn upon 
a guilty universe, and thousands of 
the unholy and impenitent shail de- 
sccend into it, and the ** simoke of 
their torments shall ascend for ever 
—tbeir groans Guidlast the spuere of 
nature—and their agonies ouly be- 
ein to be when time shall be no 
more. O, my brethren, ‘ what 
munoner of mena ought we io. be,” 
when, oo the one hand, such tor- 
ments must be endured by the har- 
dened and impcniteat sianer—when, 
on the other, a Ged of mercy, a 
dving Saviour offers to ali men a 
iree ransom, an escape trom these 
torments, am Catrance, and an endur- 
ing isherliance in the regions of 
unutierabie peace and glory '— May 
God give us a heart to accept the 
offer! But let ues not delay—* Now 
is the accepted time. ; now is the day 
of salvation.’? The intercession of 


Christ is sull offered. The Soirit 
of God sull strives with us. From 
the aitar of our God a voice 
speaks: ‘* Come unto ime, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden” 


— if any man sin, he bas an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous.”” Comic, then, 
and let us seek our Coniforter 
and our God. Come and let us 
devote ourselves to him: who is able 
and willing to “ save to the uttermost 
all who come unto him through 
Jesus Christ.”’ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Zo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
OBSERVING that a book, entitled * A 
Co aparative View of the Churches 
of Enviand and Rome,’’ bas hitherto 
escaped your notice, and that, f be- 
lieve, of most other Reviewers, and 
conceiving that, hawever laudable it 





may be in its desien, able in its exe- 
cution, and correct and useful in 


many of its arguments and infer- 
ences, it Contains some sentiments 
upon the most important subjects, 
erroneous ip 
nicious in 


the:r nature and per- 
their tendency, [ am 
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induced to call the attention of 
your readers to some remarks upon 
them, and to prevent, if possible, the 
mischief which they are calculated 
to produce. 

The general subject of the work 
is likely to attract and to conciliate 
many, especially among the clergy 
It professes to declare, distinctly 
and exclusively, the doctrines of 
the Established Church. And the 
Station and character of the author 
secure for it a peculiar degree of 
weight and respect. He speaks on 
theological points ¢ cathedra; and, 
however the propriety and utility of 
their application may have been 
doubted by some, his learning and 
critical acumcp ere scarcely denyed 
or disputed. But all these advan- 
tages only make it the more neces- 
sary to caution the publick against 
any errors which they may serve to 
accredit; and we must not give way, 
no, “not for an hour,’’ to one who 
“ seemcth to be somewhat,’ even 
“ a pillar” in the church, where the 
fundamental truths of religion are 
concerned, 

It is my intention to appeal * to 
the law and to the testimony,’ to 
the Seripture—to its authorized 
expositions, and to some of the most 
justly eminent amongst our elder 
divines, against a few of the decis- 
ions of our modern Professor of 
Divinity ; trusting to his candour and 
love of truth for some alteration in 
a second edition of his work, if J 
should be abie to prove any part of 
his statements to be neither safe nor 
true. 

In his third chapter, the author 
professes to “review the doctrinal 
Articles of our Church, in order to 
exemplify the effects of her reject. 
ing the wuthoerity of tradition, as a 
rule of faith, and founding her 
doctrines on the sele authority of 
Scripture.” Tt might have been 
thought that the discussion of this 
subject, like that of the rest of 
which he treats, would involve ulone 
the Churches of England and Rome; 
since the Jatter ts the oniv church, 
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or even, I believe, the only sect, that 
admits the authority of tradition as 4 
rule of faith, But the Professop 
thinks fit here to travel out of his 
record, in order to seize, or rather 
to create, an opportunity of aiming 
a side-blow at some of his Protestant 
and even ministerial brethbren—_men 
who differ from himself in some 
material points of doctrine, and 
whom he therefore represents ag 
differing from thetr common standard 
—he Established Church. 

He employs the 9th, 10th, Lith, 
12th, and Sth Articles of our 
Church as the vehicle for thes attack : 
and he prefaces his introduction of 
this apparently extraneous matter 
with this) plausible reason: that 
otherwise “the whole purport of 
these Articles would not be under. 
stood,” 

The doctrines to which these 
Articles relate, viz. original sin, the 
influence of Divine grace, and Justi 
Jication by faith, constitute the very 
basis of religious truth. The lan. 
euage of the Articles themselves 
many have thought most explicit 
and forcible; but we shall see how, 
what [ must venture to call, dextrous 
sophism can obscure their clearness 
and impair their force. 

H{e begins with the 9th Article, 
What he affirms with regard, both 
to its near approach to the decree 
of the 5th session of the Council 
of Trent, and its diversity and dis 
tinction from that decree, is easily 
verified by a reference to Father 
Paul’s History. The anathemas, of 
which that decree is composed, fully 
jusuty his assertion. But surely at 
this point he might have stopped 
short, and declined the gratuitous and 
boid assertion, that the Article was 
“ designed virtually” to oppose an 
error directly contrary to that of 
the Pelagians, which it professes to 
refute, when no trace of such 
design is discoverable in any au- 
thorized comment or contemporary 
history. On the contrary, the 
words of the Article are considered, 
by Bishop Burnet and many other 
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distinguished writers, as best agree- 
ing with the views of St. Augustin 
and his followers; which judgment, 
whether right or wrong, may be 
fairly set against the ifise diztt— 
the supposed design of the Pro- 
fessor. ; 
Again; as there are two versions 
of the Article of equal authority, it 
would surely have become an author, 
whose dictum is of so much autho- 
rity, to have compared carefully the 
English with the Latin version, be- 
fore he veutured to rest an argu- 
ment upon shades and degrees of 
difference in the force of adverbs. 
Hed he taken this step, he would, 
perhaps, have been struck with the 
strength and extent of the corres- 
ponding adverb in the Lain Quam 
Longissimé ; and would possibly have 
been disposed, In compliance with 
the rules of sound criticism, to ex- 
plain the mosi, by the least, ambi- 
guous term—the spoken and vary- 
ing language, by that which is dead 
and unvarying. I shall conclude 
what I have to say upon this article 
by referring the Professor to the 
Homilies of our Church for an an. 
swer to his assertion respecting the 
probable practical effect of the doc- 
trine of the naturai man’s utter de. 
pravity in the sight of God. He ac. 
knowledges the authority of the Ho- 
milies by classing them, though in a 
somewhat lower rank, with the Ar- 


~ ticles amongst his witnesses to the 


doctrines of our Church. Let him, 
then, consult them, and he will find 


that man is expressly said of him- 


self, and by himself,’? (i.e. in his 


 hatural, unconverted state) “to have 
ho goodness.’ (Vide 2d part of the 
sermon of the Misery of Man.) And 
“man is said, in another Homily, to 
ave not a spark of goodness. (Vide 


irst part of the sermon for Whit- 
sunday.) It is here, however, ne- 


“essary to observe that these quota- 
pons refer to spiritual goodness in 
} the sight of God, not merely to that 


benevolence which is beneficial to 
And surely we hazard no- 
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thing in saying that these expres- 
sions do little less than describe the 
condition of man as that of one who 
has “altogether lost original righ- 
teousness.” Yet, be it remember. 
ed, that humility was inculcated in 
the writings, and displayed in the 
practice, of the writers of the Homi- 
lies, perhaps, not less than in the 
writings or conduct of those who. 
promise themselves a plea of modest" 
dignity at the dreadful! Day of Judg- 
ment. Moreover, we leave it to the 
Professor himself to solve the fol- 
lowint problem—how he himself can 
now afirm the doctrines of the Ho- 
milies to be unfavourable to that 
practice, when he must, as a step 
to his Professor's chair, have sub- 
scribed to these very Homilies as 
‘containing godly and wholsome doc- 
trine.” 1 shail not enter into the 
abundant scriptural testimonies to 
the truth of the doctrine thus une- 
quivocally asserted in the Homilies, 
and amply justified, I conceive, by 
the Article—contenting myself with 
having thus endeavoured to demon- 
strate the inefficiency of the Pro. 
fessor’s argument in favour of his 
own opinions. 

We come next to the 10th Ar- 
ticle. And here we find the Pro- 
fessor justly triumphing over his 
original opponent, the Papist, in the 
direct and well-grounded opposition 
which this Article maintains against 
the unscriptural statements of the 
Church of Rome. We cordially 
join in his triumph, embracing, as 
we do, the correct and complete 
view given by the Article of the in- 
fluence of Divine grace, and admir- 
ing the remarkable precision and 
force ofits expressions. They breathe 
the very spirit, and almost echo the 
words, of Philippians, chap. ii. ver. 
8: “Tt is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.” But on turning to 
our author’s professed exposition of 
the ** whole purport” of this com- 
prehensive Article, and to his appli- 
cation of it to other errors, which 
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he supposes its authors to have had 
also in their contemplation, it is im- 
possible not to be confounded at dis- 
covering such narrowness of view 
in so Capacious a mind, and such per- 
version of judgment in an under- 


is just as necessary to an exposition 
of “the whole purport” of the Ap 
ticle, as the clause which he quotes 
and employs? Let it then be obsery. 
ed, that fireventing grace is describ. 
ed in a jormer Clause of this Article 
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standing, as to many points, so cor- 
rect and acute. 

In the first place, here, as in the 
former case, there is ay assumption 
of a design in the iramers of the 
Article, to which neither the letter 
nor the spirii, in my judgment, give 
the slightest warrant. The Profes- 
sor assumes in the authors of the 
Article, the design of * opposing the 
error of those who deny a joint 
agency in the work of sajvation.’— 
Now, without entering upen the ques- 
tion whether such an opinion in a 
peculiar sense be crroneous or not, 
let any unprejudiced man take up 
the Article, and, seeking for what 
Dr. Marsh professes to give him, 
its whole pfiurfiert, say whether any 
such design can be fairiy inferred, 


as primarily indispensable to the per. 
formance of good works, acceptable 
to Godt through Jeegus Christ. Now 
of thts we hear nothing in the argy. 
ment grounded by the Professop 
upon ibe article. This portion of 
it did not appear, I suppose, to be 
muce Of as pliable materials as the 
rest. Jt could notbe forced into the 
line of battle: it would not range 
“Palast lis antapontst error, and 
therefore, it was icft in the back. 
ground. But 1 would ask, is such 
a moe of arguaent worthy of a pro. 
fessor, or even of a disputant in the 
schools! Would it be considered as 
even creditable special pleading, to 
rest « forced and far-fetched argu. 
ment upon the last half of a passage, 
on the presumption that the reader 


from its language, and whetner the will forget the first? Te establish, 
leaning of the expressions, to say cr to illustrate the doctriné, when 
the least, is not toa most cpposite drawn out in its full proportions 
intention on the part of the wriiers. from our scriptural Article, and not ( 
In the next plece, upon this ground- as mutilated by Dr. Marsh, is im- r 
less assumption, he crects the argu. possible in a communication of this a 
ment, which he supposes the Arti- kind. 4 
ele to hold against its fancied oppo. The reconciliation of the prevent t 
nenis. ‘It positively declares” (he ing grace of God with the free-will t] 
says.) ‘* that the grace of God work. of man, is a mystery, unfathomable D 
eth with us, that we may do good by us. But we must not, on that t 
works acceptable to Ged, end there. account, permit our belief in the in 0 
fore significs, that we must work out dispensable necessity of that previ. n 
our own saivation, the grace of God ous influence, to be in any degret th 
co-operating.” The Aviicie certain- shaken or lowered. We must admi Or 
ly affirms what Dr. Marsh states it the reality of such an influence, 0 r 
to affirm, and as certainly warrants make our Article, and even the word th 
the conclusion he draws from it— of God, a liar. Nor, if this doctrint 
when applied to the case of those be scripturally explained and urged, 
believers in Christ who are, through need we fear the Antinomian cois¢- 
their belief, disposcd thus to co-ope- quences predicted by Dr. Marsh i 
rate, Itsays allthis. Butalthough so positive and dictatorial a tone. 
this is the truth, and nothing but St. Paul, a preacher of the grace of Ix 
the truth, is it the whole truth? God, was also a preacher of righ: Us 
Does not the Article, in addition, teousness. And the doctrine we 2 & his 
say that which, though passed over defending is, in the passage above ™ - 
' the 


by Dr. Marsh, is no less essential 
to a right view of the subject, and 


quoted, laid down as the basis ai 
foundation of his exhortation 
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‘he most assiduous Christian dill. 
gence. * Work out your own Saiva- 
tion with fear and trembling 5 ; for it is 
God which workethb in you, (net only) 
to do (but) ¢o weil.” 

[have thus attempted to expose, 
and priefly to controvert, two errors, 
which appeared to me of vital liepor- 
cance, in a work of considerabdie 
weit and notoriety; and If bope, 
should these observations be insert- 
ed, io complete my examinacon of 
the subject by some remerks en Dr. 
Marsh’s view of justification, aS siat- 
ec in his discussion of the three fol- 
lowing Articles —My attention was 
directed to thts part of tie work, by 
a mistaken, but now convinced 
fiend; and this circumstance has 
perhaps made me more anxious to 
check, according to my little ability, 
the progress of the fascinating de- 
lusion, 

Sheuld this paper meet the eye of 
the author, whose sentiments it 1s 
designed to canvass, I trust he will 
receive it, aS from one who, having 
been a familiar acc,uaintance, cannot 
but wish him well—from one who 
desires to address him with all due 
respect for his superior talents and 
acquirements, his zeal for the church 
and fricudly character—but who, at 
the same time, wishes and prays, 
that he may be more and more dis- 
posed by the teachinp of the Spirit, 
to apply to himself the doctrine of 
our universal depravity, and that he 
may seek and receive for himself 
the fulness of that /ireventing and co- 
Operating grace, which is the giit of 
God, and which is manifested by 
the fruits of a holy life, 

S. W. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer 


f In Perusing the life of Archbishop 


Usner, written by Dr. Richard Parr, 
his } Ordship’s chaplain, at tlie time of 
bis death, I was much struck with 
Directions, > which this pious 
Pichie was * used to give those who 
"ere newly entered into Holy Or- 


ders.” Perhaps the insertion of them 
in your valuable pages, may be both 
useful and agreeable to many of your 
readers, 

Didorurceoy. 


“1, Read and study the Scriptures 
carefully ; wherein is the best learn- 
ing and only infallible truth. They 
cal. furnish you with the best mate- 
rials for your sermons, the only ruies 
of faitly aud practice. the most power- 
fui motives lo persuade and convince 
the conscience, and the strongest ar- 
suments to confuie all errors, here. 
sles, and schisms. Therefore be 
sure, let all your sermons be con- 
gruous to then); and to this end it is 
expedient, that you understand them, 
as weil in the originals, as in the 
translations. 

* 2. Take not hastily up other 
men’s opinions, without due trial, 
bor vent your own conceits ; but 
compare them first with the analogy 
of faith and rules of holiness, record- 
ed in the Scriptures ; which are the 
proper tests of all opinions and 
doctrines. 

“3. Meddle with controversies 
and doubtful points, as little as may 
be, in your popular preaching ; lest 
you puzzle your hearers, or engage 
them in wrangling disputations, and 
so hinder their conversion, which is 
the main design of preaching. 

“4, Insist most on those points, 
that tend to effect sound belief, sin- 
cere love to God, repentance for sin, 
and that may persuade to holiness of 
life. Press these things home to the 
conscience of your hearers, as of 
absolute necessity ; leaving no gap 
for evasions; but bind them as close 
as may be to their-duty. And, as 
you ought to preach sound and or- 
thodox doctrine, so ought you to 
deliver God’s ncssacre, as bear as may 
be, in God's wo: ds, t hat is, ia such 
as are plain and intelligible, that the 
meanest of your auditors may un- 
derstand. To which end, it i, 

necessary to back all practical pre- 
cepts and doctrines, with apt proo!: 
from holy Scriptures; ayniding « 
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exotic phrases, scholastic terms, un- 
necessary quotatious from authors, 
and torced rnetorical figures; since 
it is not dill. ult to make easy things 
appear bard; but to render hard 
things easy, Is the hardest part of a 
good orator, us well as preacner 


“5. Get your dearis sincerely 
affected with the tuings you per- 
suude others to embrace, that so 


you may preach exper’ mentally, and 
your hearers perceive, that you 
are la good earnest; and press no- 
thing upon them out What may 
tend to their advaatage, and which 
yourseit would venture your own 
Salvation on. 

“6. Study, and consider well, the 
subjects you lntend to preach on, 
betore you come into the pulpit; 
and then words will readily offer 
themselves: yet think what you are 
about to say, before you speak ; avold- 
ing all uncouth, fantastical words or 
phrases, or nauseous, indecent, or 
ridiculous expressions, which will 
quickiy bring preaching into con- 
tempt, and make your sermons and 
persons the subjects of sport and 
merriment. 

“7. Dissemble not the truths of 
God in any case; nor comply with 
the iusts of men; hor give any coun- 
tenance to sin by word or deed. 

* 8. But above all, you must never 
forget to order your own conversa- 
tion us becomes the Gospel; that so 
you may teach by cx.mple as well as 
by precept, aod that you may appear 
a good divine every where as weil as 
Inthe puloit; fora ministers di/e and 
conversation is mere heeded than his 
doctrine. 

“9. Yet, after all this, take heed 
vou be not puffed up with spiritual 
pride ot “your own virtucs, nor witha 
vain conceit of your parts or abilities; 
nor yet be wangported with the ap- 
ied or dis- 


pluuse of men, nor deyec 
couraged with the scoffs or frowns 
ef the wicked and profane.” 

“ To which I shall add (says the 
hiographer) one advice morc, 
I received 


which 
lrem a person of grcat 


Archbishop Usher’s Advice to the younger Clergy. 


[Aprit, 


worth and dignity,in the church, who 
had it from the mouth of this grea 
master of persuasion, It was cop. 
cerning refroof; where men were ty 
be dealt with, who lay under great 
prejudices and vices, either by edu- 
cation, interest, passion, or ill habits 
—cases of much frequency—and 
therefore to render admonitions of 
greater force upon them, his direc. 
tlon was, to avoid giving the persons, 
intended to be wrought upon, any 
alarm before hand, that their faults 
or errors were designed to be at. 
tacked ; fur then the persons con. 
cerned look upon the preacher as ap 
enemy, and set themselves upon their 
guard. On such vccasions he rather 
reccommended the choosing of a text, 
that stood only upon the borders of 
the difficult subject, and, if it might 
be, seemed more to favour it; that 
so the obnoxious hearer may be m- 
ther surprised and undermined, than 
stormed and fought with.’’ 

lic would also exhort those, who 
were already engaged in this holy 
function; aud advised them, how 
they might well discharge their duty 
in the Church of God, answerable 
to their calling, to this effect:— 
“You are engaged in an excellent 
employment in the church, and 
intrusted with weighty matters, as 
stewards of our great Master Christ, 
the great Bishop: under him and 
by his commission, you are to en 
deavour to reconcile men to God, 
to convert sinners, and to. build 
them up in the holy faith of the 
Gospel, that they may be saved, 
aid that repentance and remission 
of situs be preached in his name. 
This is of the highest importance, 
and requires faithfulness, diligence, 
prudence, and watchfulness. The 
souls of men are committed to out 
care and yuidance, and the eyes of 
God, angels, and men are upon ws; 
and preat is the account which we 
niust make to our Lord Jesus Christ 
who is the supreme Head of the 
Church, and will at length reward 
or punish his servants in the mini 
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try of the Gospel, as he shall find 
them faithful or negligent; there- 
fore, it behooves us to exercise our 
pest talents, labouring in the Lord’s 
vineyard with all diligence, that we 
may bring forth fruit, and that the 
fryit may remain. This is the work 
we are separated for and ordained 
unto: We must not think to be idle 
or careless in this office, but must 
bead our minds and studies, and 
employ all our gifts and abilities 
in this service. We must preach 
che words of faith, that men may 
believe aright, and the doctrine 
and laws of godliness, that men may 
act as becomes Christians indeed ; 
‘or without faith no man can please 
God, and without holiness no man 
can enter into the kingdom of hea- 


vel? 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Tne doctrine of these extracts bears 
so exactly against the perversions of 
some modern Calvinists, as well as 
the objections of some partially in- 
flamed opponents, that I trust the 
/ name will not deter vou from insert- 
ingthem. In that case, | may per- 
haps translate a few other passages, 

and send to you. 
Your constant reader and servant, 

3s & 


Augustine thus writes to Hilary: 


» “The law commands, that attempt- 
| ing to perform its commands, and 


being weary of our infirmity under 
the law, we may learn to ask the aid 
of grace.” Tiuus also to Asellius: 
“Toe usefulness of the law is to 
convince man of his own infirmity, 
(or sickness, infirmitate,) and compel 
him loimplore the medicine of grace, 
PWhich is in Christ.”’ Again, to In- 
FLocent of Rome: The law com- 
Mands; grace conmunicates the 
‘Power of performing.’ The same 
to Valentinus: God commands 
What we are not able to do, that we 
pay Know what we ought to ask of 
Christ. Obsery. No. 160. 


him. The law is given for this pur- 
pose, that it may make you guilty 
(reos), that being made guilty, you 
may fear; fearing, that you may seek 
pardon; that you may not trust in 
your own strength.” Again: “ The 
law is given that, from a great one, 
it may make a litle child (Aarvulum); 
that it may shew thee, thou hast no 
strength for righteousness of thyself; 
and that so, being poor, unworthy, 
and destitute, thou mayest flee unto 
grace.” 

* God hath shut up all under 
unbelief, not that he may destroy all, 
or suffer all to perish, but that he 
may have mercy upon all—to this 
end, that, leaving the foolish opinion 
of their own virtue, they may learn 
that they stand and are upheld by the 
hand of God alone ;—that, naked and 
empty, they may flee to his mercy, 
may lean on this alone, may wholly 
hide themselves in it, may seize this 
alone for righteousness and merits, 
which in Christ is held forth to all, 
who both seek it and expect it in 
truc faith. For God, in the precepts 
of the law, is the rewarder only of 
perfect righteousness, of which we 
are all destitute. On the other hand, 
he appears as a rigorous Judge of 
wickedness, But in Christ, his face, 
full of grace and lenity, shines forth 
even towards miserable and unwor- 
thy sinners.” 

*¢ The third use, and that which is 
principal, and more nearly respects 
the proper end of the law, hath its 
place towards the faithful, in whose 
hearts the SpiritofGod now flourish- 
es andreigns. For though they have 
the law written and engraven by 
the finger of God on their hearts 
—that is, they are so affected and 
animated by the direction of the 
Spirit, that they desire to obey God—+ 
they yet profit two ways by the law. 
For it is tothem the best instrument 
(organum), by which they may learn 
better every day, and more certainly, 
of what kind that will of the Lord is, 
to which thev aspire, and be confirm. 
ed in the knowledge of it. Fer al- 
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though a servant may be now pre. 
pared in the whole earnestness (stu- 
dio) of his mind, to approve himself 
to his master; yet he deems it neces- 
sary to search out more accurately, 
and to observe the manners of his 
master to which he would prepare 
and accommodste bimself!. Neither 
let any one of us exempt ourselves 
from this necessity; for no one, as 
yet, has so fur penetrated into wis- 
dom, that he cannot, by the daily 
teaching of the law, make fresh pro- 
gress in ihe purer knowledge of the 
Divine will. Then because we need, 
not ouiv instruction, but likewise ex- 
hortatlon, the sctvant of God will 
derive this advantage also from the 
law ; that. by the frequent medita- 
tion of mm, be my be excited to obe- 
dience, be may be strengtuened in it, 
he may be drswn back from the 
slippery path of transgression. lor, 
Ih thls manner.it Dehooves tie Saints 
to urmre themselves forward, who, 
according to the Spirit, woulu aina at 
the righteousness of God, with as 
muci alacrity as possible. Yet they 
are always burdened by the slotntul- 
ness of the flesh, so thar they may not 
go forward with the commanded 
promptutude, The law is a scourge 
to the flesh, with winch, Uke a duil 
apd sloihful ass, ho moy be driven to 
the work: yea, to the sfzr-vtual man 
Who Is not yet deiivered trom the 
weight of tne flesh, it will be a con- 
tinual spur, which will not suffer him 
to be slobfal. Truly David — re- 
spect to this use when he celebrates 
the law with those illustrious coim- 
mendutions ; * The taw of the Lorn 
is undefiled, converting souls 5 the 
righteousnesses of the Lorp are 
Fight, rejoicing the heurts ; the com- 
mand of the Loxn is clear, eniighten- 
“ing the eyes,’ &c. Again: ¢ Thy 
word is alamp unto my feet, anda 
light unto my paths;? and innume- 
rable other things which he pursues, 
throughout that whole psalm, Nor 
do these thines oppose the senti- 
ment of Paul, by which is shewn not 
what use the law affords to the rege. 


nerate, but what it can, of itself, 
confer on man. But here the pro. 

phet shews (canit) with how great 
advantage, by the reading of his law, 
the Lord may instruct those whom 
he inwardiy inspires with a readiness 
to obey. Neither does he seize the 
precepts alone, but the promise 
of grace annexed to the things, 
which alone maketh that. sweet 
which Is bitter. For what Is. less 
amiable than a law, if 1t ouly, by de. 
manding and threatening, urge the 
souls with terror, and torture them 
with anguish? Espectally David 
sheweth that in the law he appre. 
hended the Mediator, without wiom 
there is no delight or sweetness, 
While some unskiltul persons are 
ignorant of this, toey vehemently 
(animose) er, saith Moses altogether, 
and order tne tables of the lay 
to depart; because, indeed, they 
think teat it is foreign to Christians 
to adhere to the doctrine which cov- 
tains ‘the ministration of death.’ Let 
this firvfune oftinion be far removed 
from our minds; for Moses excel 
lentivy taught, that the law which, 
amobg sinners, Cau produce. nothing 
except death, cought to have a better 
and more excelient use In the saints, 
For thus, when about to die, he 
enjoined to the people, ¢ Place in 
your bearts all the words which | 
testify to you this day, that ye may 
command them to your children, 
and teach them to keep, aad do, 
and fulfil all things which are wit 
ten in the volume of this law, be 
cause they are not In vain con 
manded you, but that each of you 
may live in them.’ (Deut. xxvii 
46.) But if no one can deny theta 
perfect exemplar of righteousness 
shines forth in it; cither we mus 
have no rule of living righty and 
justly, or it is unlawful to depstl 
from it. Truly there are not mal; 
but ove perpetual and inflexibi 
rule of living. Therefore as Duvit 
describes the life of a righteous ma 
as continually occupied in the met! 

tation of the law; let us net le et 
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that to one age, because it is must 
f: for all ages, even to the end ot 
the world) Nor let us, on that oc- 
count, be frighted or flee from its 
jnsuitutiou, because it prescribes a 
far more @€xact holiness than we 
shall perform, while we carry about 
the prison of our body; for it does 
not perform, respecung us, the 
ofice Gl a Plgorous ¢exectar, who Is 
no. sulisfied except with the task 
fu'y performed ; but in this perlec- 
don to WUCh it exhorts us, 1 shews 
the mark, to which, it Is not less 
useful tO us, than, according to our 
duty, to press forward during our 
whoie life. If in this pursuit (or 
contest, contentzo) we do wot tall, it 
iswell. For the race (stadium) is 
our whole life, the space of waich 
being tun through, the Lord will 
grat us, that we may possess that 
mark (or goal, metam,) to wich, 
at present, our endeavours press 
forward at a distance.”—Calvin’s 
Inst. Book Il. ch. vil, sect. 9, 10, 
12, 13. 
—_—se 


Pothe Evlitor of the Christian Observer. 
I READ with attention the Review 
of Marsh’s Sermons, in a former 
Number, parttoularly your observa- 
tous on St. Jonny, xxt. 15. On re- 
ferring to the Syriac Verston wiich 
I chanced to have by me, I fouad 
that Bodertanus fad translated the 
passage, Schemeoun Barjouna, anias 
me flusguam ui? which rendering, 
if ii be correct, confirms the more 
gencral explanation of the question. 
My reasons for troubling you on 
this subject are, my own igno- 
rance of Syriac, and the hope that 
some of your correspondents, con- 
versant in that language, might have 
the goodness to state whether the 
above translation be strictly literal; 
because in such case, I apprehend 
all doubt respecting the true import 
oi the question would be at an end. 
lam, &c. 


I, O. Z. 


Norris on the Bible Soctety. 235 


To the Edjtor of the Christian Observer. 


HavinG vead the first parayraph of 
the *additopal noves,’? pubilsucd to 
sirengiben «be Rov. Mr Norvis’s 
aliack on the bivie Society, | was 
so much surprised al ine aulvor’s 
Caluimay, tespecting “the fundamen. 
tal priucipie” of this insutuiion, as 
to be proupied tu eXamine suinc Of 
the remaliiny pages I thought to 
myself, if the wuole volume be writ- 
teu in the same spirit as (his Appen- 
dix, it iS no wonder that certain 
members of the church establish- 
ment are alarmed. But, as I had 
the means of ascertuimtug the truth 
or imcorrectness of one asseruon 
there made by the author, I derer- 
mined to instivute an inquiry, This 
assertion regards the patrouave of a 
*“ venerable prelate,’? toa Bible As- 
sociation in London; which Mr. 
Norris denies to have been given, 
and declares (pige 480) that his 
lordship’s “name has veen inde- 
cently brougbt forward, DOUBTLESSs 
without his cunsent or privity, to 
lure the servants of the nerghbour- 
houd to the meeting”? Now, the 
firima facie evidence was against Mr. 
Norris: for that highiy respected 
diocesab has, in so meny places and 
different ways, shewn his attachment 
to Bible Lisuiauens, and has been so 
remarkably lberal towards the Pa- 
rent Society itself, that T fully ex- 
pected to find both bis bame and 
his purse teguloriy tendered, in sup- 
port of the Cavendish square Bible 
Assovlaiion, Accordingly. on apply- 
Inv to the Secret TV, ] was rratified 
by the perusal of an ortginal fetter, 
from Ser Tuomas Bernarp. Bort. 
than Whom the Church of Engtand 
has not a more zealous and stucere 
friend. | -ubjoin a copy of the let- 
er alluded to. 


** Wimpole Street, Feb. 14, 1514. 
‘“ Dear Sir, 

“—T have great pleasure in 
informing you, that the Bisnop oF 
kindly 


DunuaM has allowed his 
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name to be frrofiosed as Patron of the 
Cavendish Square Bible Association. 

“Upon my informing him, that 
you had said subscriptions would 
not be wanted, he desired I would 
present you, in his name, with 102, 
towards incidental expenses; to 
which I beg leave to add five gui- 
neas ©) my own part, and enclose 
them both. 

‘¢ Should the Committee persevere 
in their wish, that I would take the 
chair at the meeting, I will endea. 
vour to obey them, unless I can 
induce a more proper person to un- 
dertake it. 

“IT cannot conclude this letter 
without expressing my sense of the 
obligation which I, in common with 
other Christians, owe to you and the 
other gentlemen, for your exertions 
in this mostimportant of all subjects. 

“ T have the honour to be, &c. 

“'l. BERNARD.”’ 
“$ Josefh Christian, Esq.” 


The very failacious and uncandid 
representations which (on a cursory 


view) I discover in Mr. Norris’, 
volume, may possibly have prevent. 
ed the appearance of any reply, 
It is only within these few days Past 
that l have perused this self-caljeg 
demonstration: and though I cep. 
tainly admit it to be undeserving of 
any answer on account of its intrin, 
sic merit, I, neverthciess, am per. 
suaded that it has done much mis. 
chief, and therefore ought to be 
exposed in its genuine colours, The 
direct charges bere brought against 
some of the MDignitaries and other 
Clergy of our established Church 
the scandalous insinuations preter. 
red against tne Commitee ot the 
Bible Society—the very rude attacks 
made on the character and conduct 
of varlous tndividuals who have advo. 
cated this cause——aod the effrontery 
with which the author repeats alle. 
gations, after they have been official. 
ly contradicted—most surely demand 
exposure and public castigation from 
some able pen. 
Iam, &c. 
VERAX. 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Evidence and Authority of the 
Christian Revelation. By the Rev. 
Tuomas Cuatmens, Minister of 
Kilmany. London; Cadell and 
Davis. 1814. 12mo. pp. 266. 

Tue valuable little treatise which 

we here announce to our readers, 

contains the substance of the article 

“Christianity”? in the Edinburgh 

Encyclopedia, and was justly deem- 

ed by the proprietors of that work 

worthy of a separate publication for 
general reading. By their permis- 
sion and advice, it appears in the 
present distinct and portable form : 
and we doubt not that its intrinsic 
excellence, together with a conside- 
sable degree of novelty upon a sub- 
ject sufficiently hackneyed, will re- 
commend it to the perusal of a very 


large class of sincere inquirers after 
truth. Its style is in general plain and 
unadorned, though with occasional 
touches of vivacity and of eloquence; 
and though generally correct, betrays 
here and there “a minstrel of the 
Scottish Border.’ 

To say that the sentiment and 
the argument of this little work 
shews an acquaintance with the 
models of the North, will convey 
an idea favourable or unfavourable 
to the reader, according as he may 
have been accustomed te view if 
the light of safe or unsafe guides, 
the labours and the principles of the 
present Scotch school of philoso 
phers and metaphysicians. It ap: 


pears to us to be a very ingenious 
attempt to apply the principles 
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the later philosophy (we use that 
term in its best sense) to the evi- 
dence and authority of the Christian 
Revelation. It is well known that 
the basis of the Baconian philossphy, 
to which frequent appeal is made in 
this work, 1s experiment : and that 
its conclusions are drawn from the 
legitimate sources ol actual pheno- 
mena, Which are the objects of ob- 
servation and experience. This 
grand principle to which we owe 
much of what is valuable in the dis- 
coveries of Bacon himself, unques- 
tionably led, by slow but sure steps, 
-o the immortal and immutable prin- 
shia of Newton. In later times, 
chemistry and the other sclences 
have been placed upon the same sure 


basis. And, partly by the operation 


of the same principles, the theory of 


the human mind has undergone the 
most complete revoluuion. Des Car- 
tes, Mulebranche, locke himself, the 
elory of theorists, and alter iim 
Berkley, with his giddy and motley 
train of disciples, have been, on this 
subject, brought to the touchstone of 
“common sense” and experience ; 
and, as to many points, ‘* found 
wanting.’ And the Newton of the 
metaphysicians, Dr. Reid, has erect- 
ed asystem on their ruins which bids 
fair to maintain its place amongst the 
lasting monuments of truth. The 
sysiem of this new mode of philoso- 
phising has been, in all cases, the 
same—to sacrifice the argument a 
friori for that @ fposteriori—to trace 
principles from phenomena—to rea- 
son from what is certain to what is 
uncertain—to induce general laws 
from particular and well-investi- 
gated facts—above ail, to ascertain 
‘he limits of knowledge—to reject 
all self-originating hypotheses—to 
classify and arrange the results of 
actual experience—and patiently to 
await the season of happier dis- 
covery, where sufficient data are not 
yet afforded for forming our con- 
clusions. 

To these principles, then, Mr. 
Chalmers now appeals in behalf of 





the first and greatest of sciences; 
and he demands only the same dis. 
position of mind, and the same mode 
of argument now universally applied 
to other investigations, in order to 
effect complete conviction as to the 
truth and authority of the Christian 
Revelation. Christianity, like all 
other sciences, he considers as hav- 
ing been in times past too much un- 
der the dominion of sciolists and 
speculatists. A number of positions 
had been assumed, a firiort, accord- 
ing to which the authority of Reve- 
lauion had been weighed and deter- 
mined. Natural Religion, as it is 
called, had been made to take pre- 
cecdency of Revelation; and certain 
dogmas, obtained no one knows 
waence, except circuitously from the 
Scriptures, and by a perversion of 
them, had been laid down as the 
golden rule of right and wrong—a 
rule by which the Scriptures them- 
selves were to be tried and sen- 
tenced. Hence, as might have been 
expected, inextricable confusion en. 
sued. The defenders of religion 
found themselves strangely perplex- 
ed, when called upon to bring that 
Which is infinite to be measured by 
their own finite rules. Infidels took 
every possible advantage of so du- 
bious and unsteady a ground. The 
strongest of all causes was endan- 
gered by the weight of its useless 
armour: and the “ wisdom of God in 
a mystery” was discredited, by hav- 
ing unaccountably become in the 
hands of too many of its advocates, 


Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy.” 


To remedy this involved and in- 
verted order of things, and to clear 
away the rubbish which at once ob- 
structed our view and encumbered 
the foundations of the venerable pile, 
is the noble object of our author. 
In order to this, upon the Baconian 
principle, he introduces, in the first 
instance, the religion of Jesus Christ 
itself to tell its own tale.—What is 
Christianity ? It is the substance of 
a report said to have been delivered 
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by a certain number of recorded 
witnesses, and purporting to contain 
the will of the Supreme Being. It 
is a history of Jesus Christ, the re- 
puted Son of God, and delegated 
Messenger of Heaven—a history of 
his life, his doctrines, and his mira- 
cles. Now the first question that 
presented itself to the mind of the 
Baconian piilosopher, upon the pro- 
posal of such a Mistery, would pot, it 
is presumed, be, What appearanae 
ought such an Hiustrious Being to 
assume—what ougiut io be the pure 
port of his message—a messave 
from the skics—1 communicetion 
from Gou to man? Nos: it would be 
directed, first of all, to that which is 
the piainest, and most open to expe- 
rience and analysis In the fArnome- 
mon, viz *Wiat is the evidence I 
have that this is a true bistory? 
What assurance pave | that sucha 
person as Jesus Christ did actually 
appear ; such miracles were 
wrouyvht; that such doctrines were 
delivered? Tie nature of such doc- 
trines, it is very possible, mey be obe 
scure. I have wo example before 
me of other revelations, to prove 
whether it will be so or not. Much 
less have | any precedent to supply 
me with any previous knowledge of 
these doctrines. But I have prece- 
denis innumerable as to the other 
points. No investigation is more 
easily conducted than that of bistori- 
cai evidence. The plainest and most 
undeniable demand upon my reason 
is, that I should bring this historical 
docu:ment to the same test to which 
I bring all other documents. And 
the obvious advantage attending this 
method of proceeding will be, either 
that I shall discover a fallacy in the 
evidence for the truth and genuine- 
ness of the document itseif, which 
will at once entitle me to reject it 
as a forgery—or I shall be compel- 
led toucknowledge it as a well-found- 
ed and veritable record. In this lat- 
ter case. what further shall I have to 
do? Why, surely, to adopt it as 
true: and then, instead of previously 


ihat 


determining what a Divine revela. 
tion ought to be, humbly to learn jp 
Its pages what a Divine revetation ig, 
Having no sufficient grounds even 
for conjecturing what a Being 9 
mysterious, so remote, so highty eX. 
alted in the majesty of his essence 
and the periection of his attribures, 
would condescend to conimunicate 
to so low a creature aS man; j have, 
in this case, only to receive with 
thanktulness that which Ged is here 
plainly recorded to have Communi- 
cated, and attentively to study the 
contents of this Communication,” 
From this very stizht statement of 
the principles assumed by our author 
in bis developmentot the evidences 
of Christiamiy, it will cleariy ep Dear 
that he lays the main stress of* his 
uppeal upon the external, or, more 
properly, the historical evidences, 
And it will appcar, indeed, that the 
novelty and peculisur feature of his 
argumentation is found tn this, viz, 
the importance of considering the 
Scripture-record merely as a record 
standing on human testimony, and 
supported by the ordinary tests of 
historical truth. This he conceives 
to be the view necessary to be frst 
taken of these Divine writings. A 
reference to their contents, in the 
Jirst instance, has, in his judgment,a 
tendency to mingle two kinds of evi- 
dence which it ls of the utmost con- 
sequence to keep asunder. By the 
mixture of these two species of evi- 
dence, a kind of mystery is thrown 
over the subject, which, on the ont 
hand, makes the infidel bold in the 
presence of the strongest externil 
evidence ; and, on the other, renders 
the honest disciple timid and scrv- 
pulous in the acceptance of the most 
valid testimony. An objection ' 
the contents of the record, of 4 
prepossession in their favour, will 
fact produce a similar effect; and 
will be found to impair the m&¢ 
chanical advantage with which the 
weight of historical evidence, per 
ceived absolutely, and by itsell 
acts upon the mind. This mixtw'e 
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of argument, it is further stated, is 
in the bighest degree unphiloso- 
phical. The evidence arising {rom 
testimony can have no aflinity, Can 
admit no juxta-position, with thut 
arising from the contents of the 
record: so that even were those 
contents in the Highest degree lin- 
probable, the evidence from testi- 
mony would remain the same ; and 
the quesuon of truth or falsehood, 
afier ali, resolve itsell into this— 
Is it easier to receive the pheno- 
menon of an obscure and mysteri- 
ous revelation upon suci) tesilmony, 
or to receive the opposite pheno- 
menon that such testimouy is false ? 
Is it the most practicabie to account 


for the difficulties of the record, if 


true, or for iis existence and general 
reception if faise? And the answer 
plainly meant to be implied by the 
author is this:—I cun much more 
readily admit the truth of the record 
on sound historical evidence, than I 
can admit its falsehood from any 
supposed incongruity in its Con- 
tents. The testimony I judge of 
by rational and incontestable rules ; 
the doctrines are at best but the 
subject of conjecture. Prove to me 
only that the revelation has taken 
place in the manner and with the 
authority stated, and I then sit 
down, with my grammar and lexi- 
con, tO examine iis contents and 
receive it in ts proper character, 
as it is written, and because it is 
written, 

The intelligent reader will here 
perceive the weapons of the grand 
master of philosophical scepticism 
in the northern school turned, by 
his countryman, with considerable 
dexterity against himself. But be- 


fore we proceed to offer the very 
few humble observations which have 
Occurred to us in examining this 
work, we shall present a few ex- 
tracts from the work itself, either 
to prove that we have not misrepre- 
sented this truly Christian philoso- 


pher, or to afford the means of our 
refutation, if we have 

The work is divided into ten chap- 
ters, of which we shall state the 
subjects in their proper order. 


Ov the Principles of Historical Evi- 
dence and ther Application to the Ques- 
tion of the Frath of Cheistianity.—On the 
Authenticity of the different Books of the 
New Testament.—On the Internal Marks 
of Trath and Honesty to be found in the 
New festament.—On the Testimony of 
the original Witnesses to the Truth of the 
Gospel Narrative,—On the Testimony of 
Subsequent Witnesses —Remarks on the 
Argument from Prophecy —Kemarks on 
the Scepticism of Geologists —On the In- 
ternal Evidence, and the Objections of De- 
istical Lofidels.—On the Way of Proposing 
the Argument to Atheistical Infidels.—On 
the Supreme Authority of Revelation.” 


In the first chapter, Mr Chalmers 
opens his system with the following 
able introduction :— 


** Were a verbal communication to come 
to us from a person at a distance, there are 
two ways in which we might try to satisfy 
ourselves, that this was a true communica- 
tion, and that there was no imposition in 
the affair We might either sit in exami- 
nution upon the substance of the message ; 
and then, from wha! we knew of the per- 
son from whom it professed to come, judge 
whether it Was probable that such a mes. 
sage would be sent by him; or we may sit 
in examination upyn the credibility of the 
messengers. 


“It is evident, that in carrying on the 
first examination, we might be subject to 
very great uncertainty. The professed au- 
thor of the conimunication in question may 
live at sucha distance from us, that we ma 
never have it in our power to verify his 
message by any personal conversation with 
bin We may be so far ignorant of his 
character and designs, as to be unqualified 
to Judge of the kind of communication that 
should proceed from lim. ‘Yo estimate 
aright the prubable auche nticity of the mes- 
sage from what we know of its author, 
would require an acquaintance with bis 
plans, and views, and circumstances, of 
which we May not be in possession We 
may bring the greatest degree of sagacity 
to this investigation; bur then the hichest 
sagacitv 1s of no avail, when there is an 
ursifliciency of data. Our ingenuity. may 
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be unbounded; but then we may want the 
materials. The principle which we assume 
may be untrue in itself, and therefore might 
be fallacious in its application. 


“Thus, we may derive very little light 
from our first argument. But there is still 
a second in reserve,—the credibility of the 
messengers. We may be no judges of the 
kind of communication which is natural, or 
likely to proceed from a person with whem 
we are but imperfectly acquainted ; but we 
May be very competent judges of the de- 
gree of faith that is to be reposed in the 
bearers of that communication. We may 
know and appreciate the natural signs of 
veracity. There is a tone and a manner 
eharacteristic of honesty, which may be 
both intelligible and convincing. here 
may be a concurrence of several messen- 
gers. There may be their substantial 
agreement There may be the total want 
of any thing lke concert or collusion among 
them There may be their determined 
and unanimous perseverance, in spite of all 
the incredulity and all the opposition which 
they meet with. The subject of the com- 
munication may be most unpalatable to us ; 
and we be so unreasonable, as to wreak our 
unpleasant feelings upon the bearers of it. 
In this way, they may not only have no 
earthly interest to deceive us, but have the 
strongest inducement possibile to abstain 
from insisting upon that message which 
they were charged to deliver. Last of all, 
as the conclusive seal of their authenticity, 
they may all agree in giving us a watch- 
word, which we previously knew could be 
given bynone but their master; and which 
none but his messengers could ever obtain 
the possession of. In this way, unfruitful as 
all our efforts may have been upon the first 
subject of examination, we may derive from 
the second the most decisive evidence, that 
the message in question is a real message, 
and was actually transmitted to us by its 
professed author.” pp. 1—4. 


Having assumed the credibility 
of the messenger to be the fact 
which Ties imimediately and solely 
open to reason, in the case of the 
Christian message, the author thus 
proceeds to the development of his 
plan. 


“lo form a fair estimate of the strength 
and decisiveness of the Christian argument, 
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we should, if possible, divest ourselves of 
all reference to religion, and view the truth 
of the gospel history, purely as a question 
of erudition, If at the outset of the inves. 
tigation we have a prejudice against the 
Christian religion, the effect is obvious. 
and without any refinement of explanation, 
we see at once how such a prejudice must 
dispose us to annex suspicion and distrust 
to the testimony of the Christian writers, 
But even when the prejudice is on the side 
of Christianity, the effect is’ unfavourable 
ona mind that is at all scrupulous about 
the rectitude of its opinions. In these cir. 
cumstances, the mind gets suspicious of 
itself. It feels a predilection, and becomes 
apprehensive lest this predilection may 
have disposed it to cherish a particular 
conclusion, independently of the evidences 
by which itis supported. Were it a mere 
speculative question, in which the interests 
of man, and the attachments of his heart, 
had no share, he would feel greater confi. 
Cence in the result of his investigation. But 
it is difficult to separate the moral impres. 
sians of piety, and it is no less difficult to 
calculate their precise influence on the ex. 
ercises of the understanding In the com. 
plex sentiment of attachment and convic. 
tion, which he annexes to the Christian 
religion, he finds it difficult to say, how 
much is due to the tendencies of the heart, 
and how much is due to the pure and un. 
mingled influence of argument. His very 
anxiety for the truth, disposes him to over- 
rate the circumstances which give a bias 
to his understanding, and ttirough the 
whole process of the inquiry, he feels a sus- 
picion and an embarrassment, which he 
would not have felt, had it been a question 
of ordinary erudition.” pp. 14, 15. 


The authority of the Christiaa 
recorcs having been in this manner 
placed on the same ground with 
that of other records of ancient 
days, Mr. Chalmers has no difficulty 
in triumphantly arguing its abun- 
dant superiority over every other. 
Why is the progress of Christian: 
ity, with its different circumstances, 
to stand on the attestation of the 
Roman historian Tacitus? It is 
also attested, in a far more direct 
and circumstantial manner, in the 
annals of another author—in a book 
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entitled, * The History of the Acts of 
the Apostles, by the Evangelist Luke. 
Bot of these performances carry on 
‘he very face of them the appearance 
of unsuspicious and well-authenti- 
cated documents. But there are 
several Cltcumstances, in wiich the 
restimony Of Luke possesses a de- 
cided advantage over the testimony 
of Tacitus. These circumstances 
are well stated by Mr. Chalmers, 
p 33. 

The author then makes some im- 
portaut observations, as to the value 
which would have been attached to 
the testimony of Tacitus, on the sup- 
position that he had been suill more 
circumstantial in his details of Chris- 
tianily. 


* Whence this unaccountable preference 
of Tacitus ? Upon every received principle 
of criticism, we are bound to annex greater 
confidence to the testimony of the Apostles, 
tis vain to recur to the imputation of its 
beine an interested testimony. ‘This the 
aologists for Christianity undertake to 
disprove, and sctually have disproved it, 
and that by amuch greater quantity of evi- 
dence than would be held perfectly deci- 
sive in a question of common history. If 
after this there should remain any lurk- 
ing sentiment of diffidence or suspicion, it 
is entirely resolvable into some such prin- 
ciple as I have already alluded to. [&t isto 
be treated as a mere feeling,—a delusion 
which should not be admitted to have 
any influence on the cenvictions of the un- 
derstanding.” p. 25. 


Many pertinent observations of a 
similar nature occur in this chapter : 
particularly those in which the author 
blames Lardner for not enumerating 
dimongst the witnesses to Christiani- 
ly such of the original writers them- 
selves in the New Testament as have 
given a decisive testimony to others, 
aS Peter to Paul, Luke to his owa 
“lormer treatise”? Why should 
their inspiration alone, render them 
‘worthy, or dubious witnesses to 
Mstorical truth ?—The chapter thus 
Concludes ;—- 


oA . 

} All we wish for, is, that the argu- 

Ne a 1c) i 
"nts Weich are held decisive in other 
“brist. Obsery, No. 169. 


historical questions, should not be looked 
upon as nugatory when applied to the in- 
vestigation of those facts which are con- 
nected with the truth and establishment of 
the Christian religion, that every prepos- 
session should be swept away, and room 
left for the understanding to expatiate 
without fear, and without incumbrance.” 
pp. 33, 34. 


The four succeeding chapters de- 
scend more particulariy into those 
historical evidences on which the 
truth of the New Testament his- 
tory depends; and they consider 
respectively the four capital posi- 
tions:——1. That the different pieces 
which make up the New Testament, 
were written by the authors whose 
names they bear, and at the particu- 
lar time which is commonly assigned 
to them: 2. That the New Testa- 
ment itself contains divers internal 
marks of truth and honesty: 3. That 
there was nothing in the situation of 
the New Testanent writers, which 
leads us to perceive that they had 
any possible inducement for publish- 
ing a falsehood: 4. That the lead- 
ing facts in the history of the Gos- 
pel, are corroborated by the testimo- 
ny of others. ‘These several positions 
are, we think, both admirably argued, 
and brought powerfully to bear upon 
the general object of the work. 
But as they must of course in sub- 
stance be found in the immortal 
pages of Leslie, Paley, Skelton, 
Larduer, Leland, &c., we shall not 
detain the reader by repeating them. 

The sixth chapter, en the argue 
ment from profihecy, though treating 
it as “another species of evidence 
for Christianity, distnct from the 
testimony of its supporters,” yet 
views the subject of prophecy in the 
same historical or circumstantial 
light in which other species of evi- 
dence had been examined. Were 
we Called upon to estimate the com- 
parative worth of the different chap- 
ters of the work, we should perhaps 
say, that we are as little pleased with 
this, as with any in the volume. The 
conceptions of the author appear to 
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us to have been obscure, beth as to 
the degree and as to the nature of 
the evidence arising to Christianity 
from prophecy. The question of 
interpretation is here so intimately 
blended with the existence of pro- 
phecy, as such, as scarcely to admit 
of complete reduction into his * ex- 
oteric’? plan. The most valuable 
part of the chapter is that, we think, 
in which he treats of the testimony 
afforded by the present state of the 
Jews, to the truth of their own and 
of the evangelical writings. 

The seventh chapter, however, 
abundantly compensates for any sup- 
posed deficiency in the sixth. The 
Jate discoveries of geologists render 
the science of geology an important 
department in the theory of the 
evidences for revealed rcligion.— 
So many persons have now-a-days 
learnt to 


‘¢ drill and bore 
The solid earth, and from the strata there 
Extract a register, by which we learn 
That He who made it, and reveal'd its 
date 
To Moses, was mistaken in its aze,” 


as to render the subject highly im- 
portant.—The just and appropriate 
reply given by the author to all these 
deep speculations, 1s this: Admit a 
higher antiquity in the world, than 
any ordinary reader of the Bibie may 
have imagined, 


"in what possible way does it touch upon 
the historical evidence for the New Testa- 
ment? The credibility of the Gospel mira. 
cles stands upon its own appropriate foun- 
dation, the recorded testimony of numerous 
and unexceptionable witnesses. The only 
way in which we can overthrow that credi- 
bility is by attacking the testimony, or dis- 
proving the authenticity of the recerd. 
Every otherscience is tried upon its own 
peculiar evidences ; and all we contend for 
is, that the same justice be done to theolo- 
gy. When a mathematician offers to ap- 
ply his reasoning to the phenomena of 
mind, the votgries of moral science resent 


> % as an invasion, and make their appeal to 
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the evidence of consciousness. When ap 
amateur of botany, upon some vague ang. 
logies, offers his confident affirmations ag 
to the structure and parts of the human 
body, there would be an_ instantaneous 
appeal to the knife and demonstrations 
of the anatomist. Should a mineralogist, 
upon the exhibition of an ingenious or 
well-supported theory, pronounce upon the 
history of our Saviour and his miracles, we 
would call it another example of an apbj. 
trary and unphilosophical extension of 
principles beyond the field of their legit. 
mate application. We would appeal to 
the kind and the quantity of testimony 
upon which that histuryis supported We 
would suffer ourselves to be delighted by 
the brilliancy, or even convinced by the 
evidence of his speculations ; but we would 
feel that the history of those facts, which 
form the ground-work of our faith, is as 
little aflected by them, as the history of 
any storm, or battle, or warrior, which has 
coinc dawn to us in the most genuine and 
approved records of past ages.” pp. 
175—177. 


To the same effect, inp. 183— 


“Even admitting, then, this single ob. 


jection in the subject of our Saviour’s testi- 


mony, the whole length to which we can 
legitimately carry the objection is  scep- 
ticism, or that dilemma of the mind into 
which it is thrown by two contradictor 
appearances. ‘lhis is the unavoidable re. 
sult of admitting both terms in the alleged 
contradiction. Upon the strength of all 
the reasoning which has hitherto occupied 
us, we challenge the infidel to dispose of 
the one term, which lies in the strength 
of the historical evidence. Put in diffe. 
rent wavs we may dispose of the other, 
which lies in the alleged falsehood of our 
Saviour’s testimony. We may deny the 
truth of the geological speculation ; nor is 
it necessary to be an accomplished geolo- 
gist, that we may be warranted to deny it 
We appeal to the speculations of the geolo- 
gists themselves, They neutralize oe 
another.” p. 185. 


The plain fact is, that neither ha 
our Saviour declared the age of the 
world, nor has Moses himself, as e% 
pressly as the objectors would imply. 
The method chosen by Mr. Chalmet 
to silence their objections, stands, Wf 
think, amongst the first-rate instal 
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ces of clear, and solid, and manly ar- 
gumentation, 

But itis in the eighth chapter in 
which our author treats the znternad, 
or rather the doctrinal, evidence, and 
the objections of deistical infidels, 
that he most fully develops his sys- 
tem, and revels, if we may so speak, 
in ail the luxury of his new and truly 
philosophical positions. We should 
but feebly repeat, what perhaps we 
have ieebly stated at the beginning 
of this article, as the substance of 
our author’s powerful demonstra- 
tions, Were We to give the contents of 
this chapter in any words but his 
own, It contains, in fact, @ virtual 
surrender of the doctrinal evidences 
of the Christian revelation, at the 
shrine of the historicai:—a surren- 
der of them, be it observed, not as 
indefensible, but as inconclusive, and 
as mainly luapplicabie to the purpose 
of producing conviction in the mind 
oftne Deist. All the fine-spun the- 
orics, all the beautiful anticipations 
of truth @ priori, with the exquisite 
delusions wrought by them in the 
brains, both of master and disciple, 
whether Deist or Christian, are swept 
away by the powerful hand of the 
Baconian philosophy, to make room 
for the calm and steady light of 
actual “ experience and the evidence 
of facts.” 


“Tt is the glory of Lord Bacon’s philo- 
sophy, to have achieved a victory over all 
these delusions—to have disciplined the 
minds of its votaries into an entire submis- 
sion to evidence—to have trained them up 
ina kind of stead, coldness to all the splen- 
dour and magnificence of theory, and 
taught them to follow, with an unfaultering 
step, wherever the sure though humbler 
path of experiment may lead them. 


“ To justify the cautious procedure of 
the inductive philosophy, nothing more is 
necessary than to take a view of the actual 
powers and circumstances of humanity ; 
ofthe entire ignorance of man when he 
comes into the world, and of the steps by 


Which that ignorance is enlightened ; of 


the numerous errors into which he is mis- 
fed, the moment he ceases to observe, and 
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begins to presume or to excogitate ; of the 
actual history of science; its miserable 
progress, so long as categories and princi- 
ples retained their ascendency in the 
schools ; and the splendour and rapidity of 
its triumphs, so soon as man understood, 
that he was nothing more than the disciple 
of Nature, and must take his lesson as Na- 
ture offers it to him.” p. 193. 


In the application of these rigid 
principles to the investigation and 
compurisonof evidences for the truth 
of the Christian Revelation, Mr, 
Chalmers proceeds with a confidence 
which shews the fullest reliance on 
the strength of his cause, 


‘‘ Give us facts. Give us appearances, 


‘Show us how, from the experience of a 


life or a century, you can draw a legiti- 
mate conclusion so boundless in its extent, 
and by which you propose to fix down both 
the processes of a remote antiquity, and 
the endless progressions either of nature 
or providence in future ages. Are there 
any historical documents? . . . The 
administration of the Supreme Being is 
coeval with the first purposes of his uncre- 
ated mind, and it points to eternity. The 
life of man is but a point in that pro- 
gress. . . . »« We arenot able to col- 
lect the law, or the character of this ad- 
ministration from an inference so momen- 
tary. We therefore cast our eye on the 
history of past ages. We examine every 
document which comes before us. We 
compare all the moral phenomena which 
can be collected from the narratives of an- 
tiquity, &c.” 


The chapter concludes with a no- 
ble testimony to the unrivalled labours 
of Bishop Butler, in the department 
of internal or doctrinal evidence, in 
which, though little stress is laid on 
it by our author himseif, yet he cone 
fesses much may properly be said, 
and much has been said, to the 
silencing if not utter confusion of 
infidel speculatists, even on their 
own ground. 

The ninth chapter proposes the 
argument to atheistical infidels, and 
contains the somewhat-staggering 
position, that, “ viewed purely as an 
intellectual subject, the mind of an 
Atheist is in a better state of prepa- 
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ration for the prools of Christianity, 
than the mind of a Deist.” In this 
Statement, 1t 1s true, the author lays 
out of ithe case any possible stubborn- 
ness of disposition to which the 
Atheist may owe his negative creed. 
He supposes him tv bea consistent, 
an impartial Atheist. And then, 
happier than the Deist, 


“he has no God of nature to confront with 
that real, though invisible power, which 
lay at the bottom of those astonishing 
miracles, on wiich history has stamped 
her most authentic characters. Thongh 
the Power which presi ided there should be 
an arbitrary, an unjust, or a mativnant be- 
ing, all this may st artle a Deist, but it will 
hot vrevent a consistent Atheist from ac- 
quiescing in any jegitimate inference, to 
which the miracles of the Gospel, viewed 
inthe simple hight of historical facts, may 
chance to carry him.” p. 250. 


The importance of the above quo- 
tations will, we are sure, if dv'y 
considered, excuse their length in 
the eyes of our readers. Our further 
observations on this, as well as other 
parts of the general system, we re- 
serve for the 
only add, in the meautime, that the 
tenth chapter, S*on the supreme 
Authority of Reveiation,” procceds 
“© pussibus equis”’ ihe vest 5 
and appropriately closes the fore yoing 
statement with the adm 
“ifthe New VTestainent be a mes- 
sage from God, it behooves us to 
make an entire and unconditiong 
surrender of our minds to aii the 
duty and to all the information, which 
it sets befure us.” In short, the 
question, according to the author, to 
be henceforth asked by all phzloso- 
fhical divines 1s not this—“ What 
thinkes? thou £?’ but, ** What readest 
thou /°—The feilowing striking and 
practucul appeal on behalf of the 
Bible, closes the whole. 
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Its authenticity must be something 
more than acknowledged. It must be felt, 
and, in act and obedience, submitied to. 


Let us put them to the test. ‘ Verily | 
say untu you,’ says our S.viour, * untessa 
man be born again, he shall not enter into 
the kingdom of God.’ * By grace ye are 
saved through faith, and thai not of your. 
selves, it is the gift of God? * Justified 
frecly by his grace through the redemp.- 
tron thatisin Christ Jesus, whom God has 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood.” We need not multiply quo. 
tations; butif there be any repugnance to 
the obvious truths which we have announ. 
ced to the reader in the language of the 
Bible, his mind is not yet tutored to the 
philosophy of the subject. It may be in 
the way, but the final result, is not yet 
arrived at. It is still a slave to the ele. 
gance or the plausibility of its old specu. 
get and though it admits the princi. 
ple, that every previous opinion must give 
way tothe supreme authority of an actual 
communication from God, it wants con. 
sistency and hardihood to carry the princi- 
ple into accomplishment.” pp. 265, 266. 


Having thus closed our account of 
the principles of this little work, and 
produced such extracts as we think 
will confirm our view of it; we see 
at once a large field of observation 
opening beforeus. Our desire, how- 
ever, and perhaps our office being 
principally to give a clear and defi- 
nite view of the contents of the seve- 
ral works before us, and then to 
leave the reader to form his own 
epinion upon them, we shall only 
endeavour to help his judgment on 
the present occasion by a few very 
eeneral observations, and leave the 
rest to his private consideration. 

The subject of the evidences for 
Christianity is, doubtless, placed 
here somewhat In anew light: and 
the principles of a new, but now 
sufficiently established, and most 
rational system of philosophy are 
applied to their investigation.— 
But it may be said, that te apply 
the principles of any philosophy to 
Christianity, is to spoil it; that 
Piatonism spoilt it; that Gnosti- 
cism spoilt it; that especially the 
Aristotelian jargon of the middle 
aves spoilt it; and therefore that 


the Baconian philesophy may de 
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the same. But the reply 1s most 
obvious—that it is not philosophy, 
as such, Which is likely to spoil a 
system of the highest wisdom and 
huilt on the solid foundations of eter- 
pa) wuth—it is a false philosophy ; a 
« pailosepey,’? like that alluded to 
by the Apostle, which is linked with 
«yain deceit.”—Only assume any 
given system of philosophy to be 
true; and, as ali truth is congenial, 
such a system Cannot possibly work 
to the injury or defeat of any other 
kind of truth. Maintaining there- 
fore, as we do, with every sober in- 
quirer after truth, the accuracy of 
the philosophy of Lord Bacon, we 
need no other warrant than its truth, 
for the safety of its application to this 
sreatest of subjects. 

Winat perhaps rendevs its appli- 
cation to Christianity the more ap- 
propriate is what may be Called its 
characteristic modesty,—a modesty 
by which it is led so cautiously to 
determine its own limits. Whilst 
with an almost exclusive courage, it 
crapples with every object within 
the boundary assigned; it yet most 
religiously abstains from “ intruding 
into those things which it hath not 
seen,’—-and thus presents the most 
edifying contrast to those theorists, 
who are ** vainly puffed up by their 
fleshly minds.” In fact, in the 
volume before us, the march of 
philosophy has stopped exactly at 
the point where the older writers 
commenced their career. Their 
system entered immediately upon 
the substance, not to say depths, of 
the sacred record itself. Our au- 
thor’s system, on the contrary, 
applies itself to the validity of its 
authority, and to the fitness of the 
channels through which it has been 
conveved. His humble, though not 
therefore less commendable, labours 
have been directed to build up those 
tf, . . 
‘ences which an unholy ardour for 
unveiling the mystic glories of the 
‘temple had broken down; and to 
‘ecover from unwarranted disregard, 


those exterior courts which serve at 
once as the ornament and the safe- 
guard of the inner veil. 

The fault—and we are not dis- 
posed to think the system or argu- 
ment of this little work faultless— 
of Mr. Chalmers’s work, is, we con- 
ceive, of a nature most opposite to 
that to which we have referred. It 
is not that we doubt whether this 
mode of philosophizing be applicable 
to those points to which Mr. Chal- 
mers has so skillfully applied it; but 
wiether it has not in bis hands, stop- 
ped short of something at which it 
might legitimately have aimed, and 
declined some departments of inves- 
tigation for which, in the outset, he 
had perhaps, too hastily proclaimed 
its Incompetency. 

When we hear of the total sur- 
render of reason iu judving of the 
contents of the sacred record, we 
haye just so much jealousy for the 
honour of that crowning faculty of 
man, “ majestic, though in ruins,” as 
to turn round and look from whom 
the sound proceeds. And, if we find 
that it proceeds from the lips of as 
safe a guide and as true a philoso- 
pher as the author, we are only 
tempted to inquire further, what use 
may be made of this sentiment, 
should it ever be adopted on his 
authority as a cry, an unmesning 
waich-word, by other persons less 
considerate, or less unhbiassed than 
himself. Without agreeing with 
Mr. Locke upon * the distinct pro- 
vinces of iaith and reason,” we must 
confess there is much of shrewdness 
in that saying of his, upon the sub- 
ject: “1 find every sect, as far as 
reason will help them, make use of 
it gladly: and where it fails them, 
they cry ov', It is matter of faith, 
and above reason’’* And the use 
we would make of the observation ts 
this, to state the danger of laying 
down a principle, which “every 


* Essay on the Human Understanding. 
Book IV. chap. xviii. 
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sect” may adopt just when it suits 
their convenience—_which, in fact, 
has never been adopted completely 
by any, and which, in its misapplica- 
tion, has too often led to the most 
perniciots Somsequencss.<— i he Pa- 
pist, in resigning reason to what he 
would cail the literal interpretation 
of Scripture, founds the doctrine of 
transubstantiation on the words ol 
Scripture—** This is my body.” 
Perhaps the most splendid intellect 
that ever beamed on this lower world 
—that of Blaise Pascal—tell, in some 
Instances, into “ dim eclipse,’ under 
the inilucnce of a mistaken appeal to 
this very principle.—Soine ct the 
Puritans, also, though of an opposite 
school, yet in what they termed their 
literal exposition of the sacred page, 
and by the denial of every assump- 
tion otherwise deduced, found out 
doctrines scarcely consistent with 
the saicty of society. Some of the 
individuals ordinarily classed with 
that party have felt nothing repug- 
nant to faith, however adverse they 
might be te reason, in positions 
which make God himself the author 
of sin,x— The Hutchinsonians, to say 
nothing of greater mystics, by losing 
sight of certain obvious a priori 
guides, have catechised the text of 
Scripture to very surprising pur- 
pose indeed, Nor eae the elder 
and parent principle of all, “Credo 
quia impossibile est,” be forgotten. 

Mr. Hume was encouraged by 
these misdemeanors to observe; 
“Our most holy religion is matter of 
faith, not of reason: and he who is 
moved by faith to assent to it, is con- 
scious of a continued miracie in his 
own person, which subverts the 
first principics of his understanding, 
and teaches him to believe what is 
most contrary to reason and expe- 
rience.’’ 

Whether it be sufficient to cover 
the real loss of character which 
Christicnity has thus at different 
times sustained, as weil from the in- 
judicious commentator, as from the 
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calumniating sceptic, with the broad 
mantle of mere external evidence, 
may perhaps acmit a question. |r 
seems to us a matter of doubt, 
whether, in the extreme case of posi. 
live contradiction to reason, an ap. 
peal to historical evidence ought to 
be admitted as decisive by a raucnal 
agent. At bkeast we are quite confi- 
dent Christianity is wader no such 
necessity for appealing to her exter. 
nal prools. And we doubt not that 
we speak the sentiments of Mr, 
Chalmers himself, when we say, that 
if a religion could not properly be 
rejected which stood upon the ex. 
ternal evidence possessed by Chris- 
lianity 3 at least, a religion could not 
properly be rece ived which, i in addi- 
tion to such external evidence, ad- 
veuces no other claim to our notice 
beyond the absurdities of paganism. 
It is very true, we cannot conceive 
that a religion prescribing tbe rites 
of Moloch or Bramah should possess 
the external authority of Christiani- 
ty: but that very inability to conceive 
is a conclusion @ firiort, which Mr. 
Chalmers, on his strictest principles, 
is bound to reject. We say, on his 
strictest principles—for when he is 
not in the immediate contemplation 
of them, we catch him admitting 
that there was nothing in the an 
tecedent theology of the pagans 
which they could have any respect 
for: nothing which they could con: 
front, or bring into competition 
with the duateines of the New-Tes- 
tament.” p. 246. What was this, 
then, but an appeal to something 
for conviction, even in their plaii 
and unsophisticated minds, beyond 
the mere force of historical, of 
what was to them, ocular demotr 
stration £ 

Unquestionably, in the reading 
of holy Scripture, there must be; 
as Hooker speaks, « presupposal ol 
knowledge, concerning certain prin 
ciples, whereof it receiveth us al 
ready persuaded, and then instruct. 
eth us in all the residue that a 
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> Hot by its own light, 
“ys answerable objections to 
© system. 


necessary: In the number of these 
principles, one is the sacred autho. 
rity ol Scripture.” The great ques- 
ou at issue is, What are those 

principles which must precede the 
shimate one bere mentioned, | “the 
5a cred authority of Scripture ?” The 
credibility of witnesses, says Mr. 
Chalmers; the consistency of the 
message ; the absence of any thing 
monstrous of improbable in their 
account. We might say, in addi- 
tion to these, a general notion of 
some supreme and governing Power 
in the universe ; the probability of 
his revealing himself and his will to 
bis creatures; the reasonableness 
of the gift of miracles to those who 
should be the messengers of iis 
will; perhaps, some general con- 
ceptions of a difference between 
right and wrosg, together with cer- 
fain Circumstances about the mes- 
suze itself: as for instance, that 
one part of it should not palpably 
and irreconcileably contradict the 
other; that it should not mantiestly 
appear to have been written for 
other beings than we find ourselves 
tobe; that it should not be wholly 
incapable of construction, or on plain 
subjects, capuble only of a construc- 
tion (in Mr. Chalmers’s own words) 

evidently, ** monstrous and impro- 
bable;”? and finally, that it should 
discover un- 
its own 
Should some such tests 
as these, we speak loosely, be abso- 
lutely wanting to the truth of the 
record; what must be the common 
sentiment of mankind, what will be, 
even, the sentence of Mr. Chalmers 
upon it, netwithstanding the strong- 
est possible historical evidence ? 


Would it be possible for the mind 
ot man, constructed as it is, fully 
tO assent to such a system ? Or 


would not the very faith we might 
lorce upon ourselves, on the credit 
ofa record, thus externally authen- 
icat ed, at once neutralize itself by 
Making us doubt the truth or sin- 
Cerity of the being himself, of whose 
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Capriciousness and uncertainty it 
supplied so direct a monumeni ¢ 
The main object of these obser- 
vations (which we most assuredly 
make with no wish to detract from 
ihe value of Mr. Chalmers’s argu. 
ment, nor with any reliance on our 
own superior powers, for investi- 
cating so decp and awful a subject,) 
is to lead back the reader to the 
point from whence we set out; to 
Inquire whether the principles of 
the Baconian philosophy are not 
applicable to a greater extent in the 
theory ot Christianity, than the pres- 
ent work seems disposed to carry 
them. The argument for the ex- 
istence of a God, we believe to be 
strictly what is called an argument 
a fiosterisr?,—an induction of a ge- 
neral truth from the observation of 
a series of distinct particular exis. 
tences. And we so far differ from 
Mr. Chalmers as to think, that the 
Atheist who refuses his assent to 
that argument a posteriori for a 
God, which is forced upon us by 
the contemplation of the heavens on 
a star-light night—will rarely in- 
deed, yield himself to the super- 
added testimony of an occasional 
violation of the laws by which the 
stupendous movements of the hea- 
venly bodies are conducted. It is 
well said, we think by Sherlock, that 
‘Christ never wrought a miracle 
to convince an Atheist.” May we 
not add, that many of the essential 
attributes of the Divine nature ap- 
pear to be strictly capable of the 
demonstration a flostertorimand that 
the idea of them appears to in- 
here in the mind of man. When 
Scripture speaks of God asa true, 
a holy, a just, a good, a powerful, 
a Wise being; It seems to use these 
terms, not as novelties, but as some- 
thing with which our minds are 
supposed previously familiar, and 
upon the footing of which the Al. 
mighty condescends to invite us: 
‘Come now, and Jet us reason to. 
gether.’? The principles of the Ba- 
conian philosophy have now been 
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long applied to the theory of the 
human mind. May they not suc- 
cessfully, if modestly, be applied 
to the investigation of the redigious 
hfrincifile in the mind? And would 
not the adaptation of the religion 
of the Scriptures to that principle 
in man, become an interesting and 
most profitable department in the 
sober investigations of true Ciris- 
tian philosophy ? 

We speak with hesitation on these 
profound subjects. And we may 
add, we should enter with reduc- 
tance upon any course of argument 
that would lead to long and lebour- 
ed discussion, The expericnce of 
every aye seems more clearly to 
prove that, in religion at least, we 
are less intended to deliberate than 
to act, to reason than to feel. The 
time is short, and much remains to 
be done. We like that system of 
evidences the best, which brings us 
the soonest to the scene of labour, 
puts the greatest courage into our 
hearts, and the strongest imple- 
ments into our hands for our des. 
tined work. We wish to see all the 
great faculties of man, his reason, 
his affections, his will, his very pre- 
possessions apd prejudices, if it 
were possible, brought by the short- 
est path, to the field, and all em- 


ployed inthe great work. Nor are 


we even sure that we could censent 
to part with all those feelings of 
sacredness and awe, of which Mr. 
Chalmers would divest us in our 
first examination of Christianity, 
either if it would require any great 
length of time to recover them—or 
if, as it is probable, their ultimate 
loss might weaken the stimulus for 
strenuous exertion.—Above all, we 
should prefer that system of evi. 
dences which would bring us the 
soonest; and keep us the nearest 
and most constant, to a Throne of 
Grace. Persuaded as we are, that 
“the testimony of Jesus” is most 
rapidly perceived, and most assidu- 
vusly embraced by the regenerated 
heart, and that a spiritual perception 
is the exclusive gift ef the Holy 
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Spirit, in answer to prayer—we 
should never feel satisfied till we 
bad placed ourselves and our pupil 
in the attitude of devotion. We 
should wish him, with the utmost dj. 
ligence, to search into his own heart 
for the strongest possible motives 
and inducements to love the Scrip. 
tures: namely, That they reveal to 
him a strength greater than his own 
—a tighteousness infinitely more 
pure. ‘ill we feel the want of 
something better than the worid can 
bestow, the world will prot Gils 
tinue to satisiy us. We sla! scarce. 
ly turn aside to view the external 
evidences of a system ci which the 
intrinsic excellence bus vot in some 
measure siruck upon the senses of 
our soul. Yo the arts uf Germ 

stration, then, we should wish toad 
the arts of persuasion. We should 
desire to persuade men, of the vest 
Interval there is in tne worth of 
what is finite, and what is infinite; 
between God and the world; be: 
tween the present portion of the 
wicked, and the eternal blessedness 
of the righteous in the bosom of a 
all glorious Redeemer. And this 
difference we would lay down, as 
the very foundation of our appeal to 
them, to examine the evidence and 
euthority of the Christian Revels 
tion. 
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The Essay on the Signs of Conver 
ston and Unconversion in Mini 
ters of the Church, to which ti 
Society jor promoting Christa 
Knowledge and Church Union 
the Diocese of St. David's, adjuig 
ed their Premium for the Yea 
i811. By Samurnt CHaARrLes 
Wiixs, of St. Edmund’s Hill 
Oxford. London: Hatcharé. 
1814. pp. 71. 


We have beard with much pleasut 
of the change which has taken 
place within the last few yeal 
especially in regard to theolog 
cal studies, in the public exam 
nations at Oxford. If it be om 
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leading object of our schools and 
seminaries ‘0 promote sound learn. 
ing and religious educaucn, that 
there bever may be wanting a sup. 
py of fit and able men to serve 
God in the church as well as the 
sta'e. the thanks of the public are 
emmentiy due to those members 
of the University who have con- 
tributed to the recent improvement 
of their systein. Tf it be followed 
up with fidelity and spirit, it will 
productive of great 
benefit to the kingdom. We have 
re.son to believe, that its advan- 
tures have already been felt; and 
we are not without a hope that the 
sister University will pay «ue re- 
spect to an example so worthy of 
imation. Whether the Essay by 
Mr. Wilks is to be attributed in 
any deyree to the encourarement, 
held out with so iuch 
at Oxtord, to theolo- 
we are unable to 
stute We accept tt, however, as 
the promise and indication of in- 
creaslug regard to religious know- 
ledge:—and without this know- 
ledge, of how lile service to the 
sacred profession are all other at. 
tainments, however splendid and 
sublime ! 

The occasion, on which the Essay 
Was written, is stated in the title 
/pege. The sabject was proposed 
5 for promoting Chris. 
4 lan Knowledge and Ciurch Union, 
q established under the sanction of 
—the good Rishop of St. David’s : 
and few questions can be proposed 
ol greater importance to the Chris- 
tian ministry. Phe Society as. 
sumes, that some miunisters of the 
church are in a state of conversion, 
and some of unconversion: and it 
also believes that there are certain 
Marks or visible signs, by which we 
may form a probable judgment of 
their state. These assumptions we 
consider as perfectly just: and, if 


= gage S 


certainly be 


which 1s 


gical pursults, 


tle subject be discussed in a proper 


6 $birit- and upon scriptural grounds, 
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timable service to all that minister 
in holy things. 

The Essay is preceded by an in- 
troduction on the use of technical 
terms, with a particular reference 
to the words * conversion and un- 
conversion.’ Mr. Wilks enters ap- 
on a defence of them, and pleads 
with much force for the adoption 
generally of scriptural language in 
its plain unsophisticated meaning. 
There is danger lest we shrink from 
the phraseology of the Bible: there 
is also danger, lest, while we use the 
terms of Scripture, we lower their 
dignity or pervert their siguification. 
Both errors are caic{ully to be avotd- 
ed. Lvery minister of Christ will 
“endeavour to preserve the lan- 
suave of the Bible, from oblivion on 
the one hand, and from misrepre- 
sentation on the other.” p. Il. 

The evidences of conversion or 
unconversion in a minister, are con- 
sidered in the Lssay under two 
points of view; as they relate to his 
fireaching, and his conduct, 

With respect to fireaching, the 
author muintains, “that those fea. 
tures which characterized the dis. 
courses of Christian ministers in 
purer ages, wiil be vistble alsoin the 
discourses of Christian ministers in 
modern times.” p. 20. The essential 
doctrines of religion will therefore 
be constantly inculcated; they will 
be the great and prominent topics of 
instruction trom the pulpit ; and the 
preacher who omits to explain and 
enforce them must be accounted as 
in a state of unconversion. 

But what are the doctrines, which 
we toclude under the term ‘essen- 
tial?” Mr. Wilks enumerates the 
following :--original sin; justifica- 
tion solely and exclusively through 
the merits of Christ; the divinity of 
our Saviour; the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost. These he mentions among 
the “ peculiarities” of the Christian 
Revelation; and adds, that * it Is 
by such doctrines the Gospel is 
distinguished from other systems of 
ethics or religion, and by such 
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chiefly that the preaching of its true 
disciples differs trom merely nom- 
inai Christian minisiers.” p. 26. 
But the preachpy of the con. 
ver ed minister wiil not be confined 
a to ductrines: he must teel that 
' ; listen is au * practical and intluential 
: puncipie.’? and wili esteem it his 
duty “to describe its nature and 
effets.” He wil therefore take 
€very opportunity to Impress upon 
his bea.ers the absolute necessity 
ofa boly life: and this he will do, 
noi by representing holiness as 
the meritorious cause of human re- 
demption, but as the proot and evi- 


between a converted and an uncop. 
veried minister: and it cannot be 
doubted, that In most cases the dif. 
ference 1s undeniable, 

Such is the general outline of the 
plan. We shail endeavour to state 
the mapner in which it has been 
completed, by leaving Mr. Wilks tg 
speck tor himself. 

Belore he enters upon the main 
subject of the Essay, he proposes q 
few rules, by which a minister may 
be enabled to judge of his own 
staie. He concludes in these terms: 
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‘* Prejudice against the peculiar doc. 


ae dence of faith: as the necessary trines of the Gospel is one of the mos 
ee consequuence of a real scriptural ao; ak ee eee pawn 
in pes beiief in Christ, and as Indicating more exposed than : layman, since he 
a mi our meetress for heaven. He will jas not only the sources of prejudice and 
iw be caretul to shew the true mature objection natural to the hearts of all men, 
‘f | of holiness, and adopt the full de. but some which are peculiar to himself 
clarations of the word of God with A® unbiassed person cannot easily wib. 
‘ respect to its extent. The good stand the plain statements of Scripture; 
KS sea Sl a but he who knows something of religious 
4 works which he ebporpns, will be controversies, may easily soften them down, 
i founded upon evangelical princi. till they become of no value; and in this 
a ples: and all the essential doctrines ™anner, by his prejudices, close every 
a of Christianity will be illustrated 2¥e"ue to Conviction, A minister thus 
x ye ake nie he prepossessed, instead of admitting the 
Pi as truths of moral and practical im- Scripture doctrine of conversion, of a total 
is a portance, renovation of heart, endeavours to neu: 
ety. With a view to form a correct tralize every text that explains its nature 
: ie ‘ judement of a minister’s state, Mr. oF emnaien sage angst , als 
ee Wiiks wext proposes to consider Hf, Sowevien, he Se Somenes Ob See 
ae , 4 ledge the necessity of this radical change, 
i the evidences of conversion or un- it surely becomes a question of paramount 
my conversion, as they appear in bis importance, whether or not it bas been 
ey conduct, and the general tenor of realized. ‘The subject will now appear to 
SS ade his site. him with a prominence which it never 
ja He mentions particularly Chris. De re posorsed. ie will begin amee 
ae 2 saaiks J ly to examine whether his religion b 
Fi tla Zeal, residence and a peacetul merely the decency of professional chara J” 
Bei or, demeanour in his parish, pastoral ter, or whether it be in truth the energeté 
ie ‘ visting, religious instruction of the 'Mfluence of vital Christiamty He will 
+h “ young. decorum in recreations, a rss f, commencing in a eH 
eo a sicaielh uaa tee: dikiasies sat tiie of the infinite guilt of sin, and the incom 
ee eee Cegerne ve kare SREY petency of man to deserve salvation by tht 
am i eccieslastical function, <t devout best obedience, which since the fall be i 
fe i manuier of performing the service, able to bestow, it have proceeded to seil: 
ct. r ready attention to those that solicit renunciation, to faith in our Lord ~— 
mr | relivious advice, mildvess and con. ChMst. and love to God the Father ja 3 
“at ee : pe mee ; lastly, whether it evidences itself by a lie 
ied 4 Gescen-1on to lnleriors, sell-dental, of holiness, and a progressive conformit! , 
ae choice of friends, intercourse with to the Divine image. His thoughts, bis 
| general society, willingness to en- words, bis actions, and, above all, a 
werk: dure the reproach of Christ. In Motives, will be subjects of careful pe , 
ii all these points, and others con. Ston. He will pray for the oc 
wi” ; ey slike guidance in ascertaining his own characte 
2 ire nected with them, Mr. Wilks EN- He will immediately perceive, that love 
eas deavours to mark the distinction to God and to holiness, hatred to sin, #" 
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earnest desire to obtain salvation himself, 
and to be the honoured instrument of con- 
veying it to others, are characceristic fea- 
tures of a converted minister; and in pro. 
ortion as these are visible in himself, he 
may judge favourably of his religious state. 
Agitated spirits and inexplicable emotions 
are not the evidences of piety. He must 
Jook rather for a heavenly principle, active 
in its tendency, purifying the affections, 
expinding the soul, elevating the hopes 
and desires, crucifyine the corrupt inclina- 
tions, ixing the heart on God, moderating 
seif love, excitlug to universal benevolence, 
in a word, regenerating the whole man, 
and ‘making him meet for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. He must expect to 
see tue efficacy of this principle most cun- 
spicuous mi the subjugation of those sins to 
which he is oatarally most inclined, and 
which, under any influence short of true 
religion, he would be desirous of retaining, 
He will learn to look not so much to Ins 


zeal or delight in the pulic services of 


reiigion, as to the sincerity of his private 
devotions, since the former may be influ- 
enced by social feelings, while the latter 
are sehiom cordial but in a renovated 
mind ‘Vo these characteristics may be 
added acquiescence inthe Divine will, and 
filial eagerness to perform the Divine com- 
maids; which are dispositions of mind so 
exclusively approprmate toa genuine Chris. 
tian, that where they exist, or are fervent- 
ily implored, other evidences will not be 
sought in vain, If, in a word, to be a 
true Christian, be the pre-eminent desire 
of his soul, and if the sincerity of this de- 
sire be correspondently evinced in his life, 
he already possesses an imvaluable evi 
dence of the renovation of his nature.’ 
pp 15—18. 


In stating the doctrines, which 
ought to be inculcated from the 
pulpit, he thus speaks of Original 
Sin, Justification, and the Divinity 
of Christ :— 


“But what, it may be asked, are the 
peculiarities, the preaching of which is 
8° Important a test of a minister’s piety ? 
The most obvious is, that man has depart- 
ed from original righteousness, and on ac- 
count of sin is justly obnoxious to the Di- 
vine anger, This fact, and the consequence 
deduced from it, form the hypothesis on 
Whech the preaching of every converted 
fuinister, and, indeed, the whole scheme 
of Christianity, is founded; and which 


being denied, Christianity and preaching 
become inappropriate and useless. A 
minister Who admits these truths fully and 
unequivocally, must, in consequence, ad- 
mit the necessity of the atonement; and 
who, that admits its necessity, can be 
unconscious of its importance ? Or who, 
that allows its importance, can tail to 
make it a prominent topic in his paro- 
chial address? 


“In addition to these points, justifica- 
tion, solely and exclusively through the 
ments of Christ, has been always con- 
sidered, among men of picty, as a doc rine 
plainly revealed in Scripture, and of essen- 
tial value im the systeibp of human redenmip- 
tion They have viewed it, not as an 
appendage or corollary much fess as an 
excressence, but as the sum, the sub. 
stance, the life, the spirit, of the whole 
dispensation On this only, their own 
hopes of pardon and acceptance have been 
founded, and on this only have thev ex. 
horted others to depend. Having learied 
from Kevelation the nature of God and the 
extent of the Divine requisitions, and hav- 
ing at the same time discovered the utter 
iIncempetency of man, since the fall, to 
secure to himself a place in heaven by éin- 
less obedience, they have acknow ledged 
that noching but a revelation of gratule 
tous mercy could relieve our wants, or be 
worth our acceptance. On these accounts, 
the doctrine in question has in every pure 
church been considered of supreme im. 
portance ; and, whatever may be the pre- 
vailing sentiment of any particular age, 
the Gospel and its effects bemg always 
the same, the piety of that minister is 
undoubtedly suspicious, whose preaching 
is heretical or defective on this fundamen. 
tal subject of justification by the merits 
of Christ. 


‘“‘Intimately connected with the last 
mentioned topre ts that of the divinity of 
our Saviour, a doctrine which, beyond 
most others, has been ridiculed and jim. 
pugned ; but which is so explicitly taught 
in the sacred Writings, aud so necessa- 
rily imphed in the whole economy of hu- 
man salvation, that it would be d.fficult 
to imagine tim a converted man who 


denies its truth, or him a faithful minis- 
ter who forgets ifs 'mportance. 


| The dis- 
helef of this doctrine, virtually implies a 


disbelief of Christianity (except so far 


us it is a system of ethics,) and must, 


theretore, be the mest fatal of mistakes.” 


5 


pp. 22—24. 
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The relation of doctrine to prac- 
tice, or the influence which right 
principle tas upon the conduct, is 
thus stated: 


«After the experience of nearly two 
thousand years, it might without danger 
of mistake be admitted as a demonstrated 
fact, that morality has always advanced or 
declined, in proportion as the Gespel has 
been preached in its genuine simplicity, 
or in a garbled form; and, consequentiy, 
that nothing but the undisyuised doctrines 
of Christianity can accomplish even that 
object whicis the worldiing comsiders as 
the only end of the clerical establishment. 
But this object, great as it is, iS fat from 
being the utmost that a pinus muuster 
proposes to himself. His preaching 1s 
founded on the supposition, that a man, 
though outwardly mvral, may fail of being 
atrue Christian, and in consequence fail 
of the rewards of Christianity. Internal 
religion, a religion of motives and inten- 
tions, a religion corresponding to that 
which our Saviour taught in his Sermon 
on the Mount, he esteems necessary to 
make the most brilliant or useful actien 
acceptable to that Being, whom ‘without 
faith, it is impossible to please. He con- 
ceives, therefore, that the doctrinal parts 
of Christianity are essentially necessary 
in his preaching. Wiether he argues 
from the practice of the inspired writers, 
or from the nature of the thing itself, he 
arrives atthe same conclusion, that an ex- 
hibition of the moral precepts of the Gos- 
pel, without the doctrines on which they 


depend, is as contrary to the intention of 


its Author, as the cpposite error of incul- 
cating its doctrines and forgetting its 
commands, He insists, therefore, on the 
necessity of faith no less than of good 
works; the former as that which justifies, 
the latter as the indispensable evidences of 
our being in a state of grace. 


*It has been shewn, that, even as far 
as relates to outward morality, the un- 
sophisticated preaching of the Gospel is 
necessary to effect any considerable re- 
form :—but when to this circumstance, 
which, it should be observed, proves only 
the political and morai expedieney of such 
preaching, are added those higher con- 
siderations which shew its infinite impor- 
tance, as connected with the awful respon- 
sidility of the preacher, and with the 
eternal interests of the human soul, it 





ee 


LApril, 


ceases to be a question what manner of 
preaching a converted minster will feel it 
his duty to adopt.” pp. 30—32. 


The quotations which follow, re. 
late to Chrisuan zeal, and to the 
manner in which a true minister of 
tie Gospel, ough: to bear repruach 
i@ the service of his Lord, 


“The most conspicuous aim of a pious 
minister, and that to which his whole eon. 
Gauct may be reduced, is an ardent dese 
‘to save Inmseli and those that hear tia? 
No powers of language can describe the 
Intensity with which this feeling ofien 
glows inthe bosom of a good man W ere 

uch a feelme exisis, it will ulwWays be evi- 

cent toothers The natural disposition of 
aman, however e ld cr reserved, will not 
be able to overcome its influence. Some 
measure of holy zeal is absolutely insepa. 
reble from the office and character of a 
pious Minister, it may vary with the diffe. 
rent tempers of men, or with the degrees 
of their piety, but it will never be quite 
extinct. [t is impossibie that he who has 
imbibed even the smallest portion of the 
Christian spirit, that spirit which actuated 
Aposties, Coutessors, and Martyrs, can re- 
Mati an unconcerned spectator of the re. 
ligious wants of those whose souls are 
intrusted to his care. He must of neces- 
sity bring into his ministerial functions 
somethiny of that spirit which charac. 
terized the primitive ages He will be 
anxious to Know the state of his flock; 
his preaching will be cordial and affection. 
ate; his private labours conscientious and 
unremitted; and in hy whole conduct he 
wili appear to value his bodily strength, 
and his mental attainments, only as they 
promote the cause of the Redeemer, and 
the eternal interests of the human soul.” 
PP. aa, 36 


“But one of the strongest tests of a 
minister, and one which should by no means 
be forgotten, is Lis willingness or unwil- 
lingness to bear the reproach of the cross 
of Christ; for, even in this happy country, 
where Christianity in its purest form is the 
national religion, something «of this re- 
proach still remains. The excellency of 
our political and ecclesiastical regulations 
cannot prevent the accomplishment of that 
prophecy, that ‘all who live godly i 
Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution’ 
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It is not possible for the Gospel to be pro- 
fessed in its unsophisticated energy and 
spirit, without exciting the opposition of 
mankind Let us imagine that aly indivi- 
dual among the lower orders of society, 
from a course of life overtly flagitious, 
should become a reformed and exemplary 
character. This change, being imputed to 
merely moral causes, or to: motives of ex- 

ediencys would Most certamly procure 
him a degree of respect and encourage- 
ment which he could not otherwise have 
enjoved. It is evident, therefore, that 
morality, simply considered, is far from 
being an object of contempt or persecution. 
putt the mdividual under consideration 
should openly avow that it was the denun- 
ciations of the Bible against sin, that first 
excited fs alarm; that, despairing of sal- 
vation by his own merits, he had learned 
to trust wholly and implicitly to the merits 
of Him who came to take away the sins of 
the world ; and that, in correspondence to 
hisnew nature, and as a proof of his sin- 
cerity, he had solemely resolved to live no 
longer to bimself, but to Him who had 
bought him with the price of bis own 
blood; and if in future he were to make it 
his undivided aim, to fulfil his baptismal 
engagements, to confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, to fyht manfully under his ban- 
ners, and to continue his faithful servant 
and seldver unto his life’s end, and were to 
exemplify in ins conduct that boliness, spi- 
rituality, and self-denial, which such reso- 
lutions were calculated to inspire,—would 
the same result take place as in the former 
instance? Would be not rather be censur- 
ed than applauded by the world around 
him? Would not his name be often heard 
in connexion with the terms hypocrite, en- 
thusiast, and others of similar import? In 
aword, would he not be one instance among 


> Many, that the offence of the cross has not 


Nee 


© ceased; but that, wherever our holy reii- 


gion appears, in its genuine form, the 
hatred of mankind is sure to be excited 
against it? ‘he sarcastic hint, the retorted 
sneer, the malice of the tongue, the annoy- 
ing vexations of petty insult, are still em- 
ployed, in place of more formidable wea- 
pons, to oppose the Gospel, as often as it 
S seen in its natural energy and spirit ; 
2nd the wounds inflicted by these poisoned 
arrows, though not worthy to be compared 
with the persecutions of the first Chris- 


‘Nans, are yet usually far more than an un- 





converted Minister will consent to endure. 
Ni regularity of deportment, no consis- 
'eney with the doctrines and discipline of 
the Establishment, no amiableness of man- 
‘ers and disposition, nothing, in short, but 
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an unholy compliance with the world, can 
entirely prevent the reproach which every 
minister of Christ is appomied to sustain,” 


pp. 60—62. 


He concludes this part of the 
Essay, with the foilowing paras 
graph i— 


“ These, then, appear to be some of the 
chief evidences by which a ccnverted main- 
ister may be distinguished from an uncon. 
verted one. But to delineate the ministe- 
rial character adequately is imposstble ; for 
who can fully conceive what that man ought 
to be, who is sent by the Sovereign of the 
Universe as his herald to a world in arms, 
with denunc;ations of wrath which tie 
tongue of angels might faulter to proclaim; 
and with tdings of love cad mercy so ine 
eflable and divine, that even imprisoned 
demons, were they interested in them, 
would meit with contrition, and rejoice 
once more to employ the golden larps of 
heaven io smging songs of glory and praise 
to their beneficent Creator ? Were a minis- 
ter to walk altogether worthy of his high 
vocation, it would be impossible to mistake 
his character. He would appear among men 
as an inhabitant of a superior world — His 
conversation would be in heaven. Elevated 
above earth, he would learn to look down 
with equal eye on its bonours and its 
frowns, its surrows and its enjoyments, 
His spotless garments would be unconta. 
minated with its pollutions, Employed in 
the same, or even a higher work than that 
of angels, he would part:cipate their spirit. 
His manners would be celestial. Like the 
Redeemer himself, he would appear on 
earth but as ene come to do good; and 
when his course was finished, would guit 
it with *a hope full of immortality and 
glory eo P 64. 


After the citations, which have 
now been presented to our readers, 
it is almost superfluous for us to say 
any thing by way of commendation. 
These passages will recommend 
themselves: and we consider them 
as fair specimens of the work. It 
will be evident, even on the most 
cursory perusal, that the writer is 
deeply impressed with the sacred- 
ness of his subject: and that he bas 
brought to the examination of it, a 
mind capable of reflection and well 








252 Review of Wilks’s Essay on Conversion and Unconversion. 


The relation of doctrine to prac- 
tice, or the influence which right 
principle has upon the conduct, is 
thus stated: 


‘After the experience of nearly two 
thousand years, it might without danger 
of mistake be admitted as a demonstrated 
fact, that morality has always advanced or 
declined, in proportion as the Gespel has 
been preached in its genuine simplicity, 
or in a garbled form; and, consequentiy, 
that nothing but the undiszuised doctrines 
of Christianity can accomplish even that 
object whicii the worldling considers as 
the only end of the clerical establistiment. 
But this object, great as it is, 1s fat from 
being the utmost that a pious mnuuster 
proposes to himself. His preaching ts 
founded on the supposition, that a man, 
though outwardly mvral, may fail of being 
atrue Christian, and in consequence fail 
of the rewards of Christianity. Internal 
relivion, a religion of motives and inten- 
tions, a religion corresponding to that 
which our Saviour taught in his Sermon 
on the Mount, he esteems necessary to 
make the most brillian’ or useful action 
acceptable to that Being, whom ¢ without 
faith, it is impossible to please.? He con- 
ceives, therefore, that the doctrinal parts 
of Ciristianity are essentiajly necessary 
in his preaching, Whiether he argues 
from the practice of the inspired writers, 
or from the nature of the thing itself, he 
arrives atthe same conclusion, that an ex- 
hibition of the moral precepts of the Gos- 
pel, without the doctrines on which they 
depend, iS as contrary to the intention of 
its Author, as the opposite error of incul- 
cating its doctrines and forgetting its 
commands, He insists, therefore, on the 
necessity of faith no less than of good 
works; the former as that which justifies, 
the latter as the indispensable evidences of 
our being in a state of grace. 


*It has been shewn, that, even as far 
as relates tu outward morality, the un- 
sophisticated preaching of the Gospel is 
necessary to etiect any considerable re- 
form :—but when to this circumstance, 
which, it should be observed, proves only 
the political and mora: expedieney of such 
preaching, are added those higher con- 
siderations which shew its infinite impor- 
tance, as connected with the awful respon- 
sibility of the preacher, and with the 
eternal interests of the human soul, it 


LApril, 


ceases to be a question what manner of 
preaching a converted mimster will feel jt 
his duty to adopt.” pp. 30—32. 


The quotations which follow, re. 
late to Christian zeal, and to the 
manner in which a true minister of 
tie Gospel, ough: to bear reproach 
iQ the service ol lis Lord. 


“The most conspicuous aim of a pious 
minister, and that to which his whoie con. 
Gauct may be reduced, is an ardent desive 
‘to save I:mseli and those that hear toa? 
Nv powers of language can describe the 
mensity with Which this feeling often 
glows inthe bosomof a vood man W vere 
such a feelmg exists, it will always be evi- 
cent toothers The natural disposition of 
aman, howevere ld cr reserved. will not 
be adie to overcome its influence. Some 
measure of holy zeal is absolutely insepa. 
rebie from the office and character of a 
pious Minister, it may vary with tie diffe. 
rent tempers of men, or with the degrees 
of their piety, but it will never be quite 
extinct. [It is impossibie that he who has 
imbibed even the smallest portion of the 
Christian spirit, that spirit which actuated 
Apostles, Contessors, and Martyrs, can re- 
Mat an unconcerned spectator of the re- 
ligious wants of those whose souls are 
intrusted to his care. He must of neces- 
sitv bring into his ministerial functions 
something of that spirit which charac. 
terized the primitive ages He will be 
anxious to know the state of his flock; 
his preaching will be cordial and affection. 
ate; his private labours conscientious and 
unremitted; and in hy whole conduct he 
will appear to value his bodily strength, 
and his mental attainments, only as they 
promote the cause of the Redeemer, and 
the eternal interests of the human soul.” 


PP. a3. 56 


‘“But one of tke strongest tests of a 
minister, and one which should by no means 
be forgotten, is Lis willingness or unwil- 
lingness to bear the reproach of the cross 
of Christ; for, even in this happy country, 
where Christianity tn its purest form is the 
national religion, something of this re- 
proach still remains. The excellency of 


our political and ecclesiastical regulations 
cannot prevent the accomplishment of that 
prophecy, that ‘all who live godly in 
Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.’ 
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It is not possible for the Gospel to be pro- 
fessed in its unsophisticated energy and 
spirit, without exciting the opposition of 
mankind Let us imagine that an indivi- 
dual among the lower orders of society, 
from a course of life overtly flagitious, 
should become a reformed and exemplary 
character. This change, being imputed to 
merely moral causes, or to: motives of ex- 
pediency, would Most certamly procure 
him a degree of respect and encourage- 
ment which he could not otberwise have 
enjoved. It is evident, therefore, that 
morality, simply considered, is far from 
being an object of contemp! or persecution. 
Butif the individual under ec nsideration 
should openly avow that it was the denun- 
eiations of the Bible against sin, that first 
excited fis alarm ; that, despairing of sal- 
vation bv hus own merits, be had learned 
to trust wholly and implicitly to the merits 
of Him who came to take away the sins of 
the world; and that, im correspondence to 
his new nature, and as a proof of lis sin- 
cerity, he had solemoly resolved to live no 
longer to bimself, but to Him who had 
bought him with the price of his own 
blood; and if in future he were to make it 
his undivided aim, to fulfil his baptismal 
engagements, to confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, to fyht manfully under lis ban- 
ners, and to continue his faithful servant 
and soldier unto his life’s end, and were to 
exemplify in tis conduct that boliness, spi- 
rituality, and self-denial, which such reso- 
lutions were calculated to inspire,—would 
the same result take place as in the former 
instance ? Would he not rather be censur- 
ed than applauded by the world around 
him? Would not his name be often heard 
in connexion with the terms hypocrite, en- 
thusiast, and others of similar import? In 
a word, would he not be one instance among 
many, that the offence of the cross has not 
ceased; but that, wherever our holy reii- 
gion appears, in its genuine form, the 
hatred of mankind is sure to be excited 
against it? ‘he sarcastic hint, the retorted 
sneer, the malice of the tongue, the annoy- 
ing vexations of petty insult, are still em- 
ployed, in place of more formidable wea- 
pons, to oppose the Gospel, as often as it 
iS scen in its natural energy and spirit ; 
and the wounds inflicted by these poisoned 
arrows, though not worthy to be compared 
with the persecutions of the first Chris- 
llans, are yet usually far more than an un- 
converted Minister will consent to endure, 
No regularity of deportment, no consis- 
feney with the doctrines and discipline of 
the Establishment, no amiableness of man- 
fers and disposition, nothing, in short, but 


an unholy compliance with the world, can 
entirely prevent the reproach which every 
minister of Christ is appoimted to sustain,” 


pp. 60—62. 


He concludes this part of the 
Essay, with the following parae 
graph i— 


“ These, then, appear to be some of the 
chief evidences by which a ccnverted nuan- 
ister may be distinguished from an uncon- 
verted one. Butto delineate the ministe- 
rial character adequately 1s impossible ; for 
who can fully conceive what thut man ought 
to be, who is sent by the Sovereign of the 
Universe as his herald to a world in arms, 
with denunciations of wrath which tie 
tongue of angels might faulter to proclaim; 
and with tidings of lave sad merey so ine 
ellable and divine, that even imprisoned 
demons, were they interested in them, 
would meit with contrition, and rejoice 
once more to employ the golden harps of 
heaven in siging songs of glory and praise 
to their beneficent Creator ? Were a minis- 
ter to walk altogether worthy of his high 
vocation, it would be impossible to mistake 
his character. He would appear among men 
as an inhabitant of a superior world — His 
couversation would be in heaven. Elevated 
above earth, he would learn to look down 
with equal eye on its honours and its 
frowns, its sorrows and its enjeyments, 
His spotless garments would be unconta- 
minated with its pollutions, Employed in 
the same, or even a higher work than that 
of angels, he would part:cipate their spirit. 
His manners would be celestial, Like the 
Redeemer himself, he would appear on 
earth but as one come to do good; and 
when his course was finished, would guit 
it with ‘a hope full of immortality and 
glory.” p 64. 


After the citations, which have 
now been presented to our readers, 
it is almost superfluous for us to say 
any thing by way of commendation. 
These passages will recommend 
themselves: and we consider them 
as fair specimens of the work. It 
will be evident, even on the most 
cursory perusal, that the writer is 
deeply impressed with the sacred- 
ness of his subject: and that he has 
brought to the examination of it, a 
mind capable of reflection and well 











stored with scriptural knowledge. 
His method has the great merit of 
In seiect- 
ing the several signs of * conver. 
sion and unconversion,’’ he has dis- 
judgment, und 
evinced—although a undergraduace 
—a thorough acquaintance with the 
nature and duties of the pastoral 
branches at 
discussion, which he has introduced 
as subservient to tie main design, 
are intimately connected with the 


plainness and simplicity. 


played a correct 
Tie different 


office. 


question, and deserve all the piomi- 
nence that he has given to them. 


In stating his own sentiments, he Is 
speaks 


distinct and forcible: he 
with firmness and decision: nu man 


can be more tiee from a narrow or 
A writer ot 


dog matical] disposition, 
less judgment, or of more limited 


views would have probabiy induig- 
For it ts 


ed a controversiat spirit. 
a lamentable fact, that scarcely avy 
argument, which relaies to the du- 
ties or principles of the clergy, can 
be conducted in the temper of fair 
and liberal inquiry. But the pam- 


phiet of Mr. Wilks is a noble excep- 


tion: he takes up the subject ona 
right ground, and prosecutes his 
task in the temper and spirit of a 
Christian. 
we might naturally look for some 
deficiency of taste, and some want 
of discrimination; we might expect 
to find certain propositions hastily 
advanced, or maintained without the 
requisite guards and _ limitations. 
But we have seen nothing of the 
sort: however young in years, he 
3s mature in intellect: and we ex- 
ceedingly deceive ourselves, if he 
should fail to prove a valuable ac- 
cession to that church of which we 
understand he is now a minister. 
We presume that this pamphlet 
must have been generally dispersed 
through the diocese of St. Davids: 
and we shall consider ourselves as 
rendering a real service to the in- 
terests of piety and religion, if we 
can promote its wider circulation. 
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In so young an author, 





Huppy would it be, if every Clergy. 
Mau in the kingdom were animated 
by the principles which are here 
recommended, and were careful to- 
Gisplay their efficacy in his life ang 
conversation ! 

It is possible, that some persons 
may object to the Essay In toto, on 
the ground of exclusive Christianity: 
the evidence proposed of a “con. 
verted” winister, must Imply that 
clergymen of an opposite Character 
are “ unconverted.’ Now it must 
surely be admitted that a wicked 
man Is not In a state of conversion: 
his lite condemns him, and it js 
likewise piain that some doctrines 
are according to Scripture, and 
sume are opposed to it. It cannot 
for example be true, that our creed 
with respect tothe Trinity, is at the 
same Une scriptural and unscrip. 
tural : that men are justified by 
their faith alone in Christ Jesus, 
and are also justified, in some war, 
by their works: that the Holy Spirit 
is a person, and that he Is not a per- 
son: that our minds are naturally 
prone to evil, and that they are 
equally inclined to good; and it Is 
therefore obvious, that some men 
preach ¢rue doctrines and some 
preach false To censure any per: 
son as the advocate of an exclusive 
system can hardly be the part of 
wisdom, unless it can be proved that 
his teaching is inconsistent wiih 
Scripture. If he speak according 
to the oracles of God, his system 
to a certain extent zs and must be 
exclusive. “1e that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved, and he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” 

We cannot conclude without re 
ferring to an advertisement, which 
is prefixed to the Essay. We were 
surprised to find in it one or two 
remarks upon baptism which we 
are unable to reconcile with the ob- 
vious sentiments of Mr. Wilks. 
We are morally certain that the 
passage which imputes to baptism 
the power of “ redeeming from of- 
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ginal sin through the death sind me- 
mis of Christ J«sus,” not only was 
not written by him, bu could wever 
have Met hiseye previous to publica- 
ion, Our readers ere aware that 1D 
Piize Essays, it is not Uncommon, 
nor periups improper for (ne Socie- 
ty by which they are pudlisned Lo 
jntreduce Occasional emendavions, 
And it sometimes happens that tbe 


author of the Essay is wholly igno- 
rapt ol the correction wil he finds it 
upon the printed page In the pre- 
sthl Instance, we are supported in 
our Conjecture by the total absence 
of any other syllable throughout the 
Essay, that can be possibiy construed 
a> according with the opinion ex- 
pressed in the advertisement. 


| 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
éSe, &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

PrepariInG foi pubicatioon: A new edi- 
tion of Dr. Pinkard’s Work on the West 
Indies ;—The Travels of Robert Johnston, 
M.A. F.L.S., through Russia and Poland, 
with plates, &c.;—The Philosophy of Hu- 
man Na ure, by Mr. Dunean ;—Arabia, a 
Poem, with Notes, by the Kev. Johnson 
Grant, A. M. ;—Display, a Tale for Young 
People, by Jane ‘Taylor, one of the Authors 
of “Uryinal Poems;”—A volume of 
Poems by Mr. Grenfel ;—A quarterly pe- 
riodical Work, entitled the Biblical Jour- 
nal, by Mr. Bellamy, the Author of the 
History of all Religions ;—An Abridgment 
of the “ True Christianity” of the vene- 
rable John Arndt, by Mr. Wim. Jacques ;— 
The Heavens Surveyed; or, Astronomy 
made Easy, by Sonne! George Thornton ; 
—A Treatise on the Economy of Fuel and 
Management of Heat, by Robertson Bucha- 
han, civil engineer ;—England at the Be- 
ginning of the 19th Century, by M_ de 
Lewis;—The Theological Works of Ar- 
Minius ;—-Dictionary of Merchandise, by C. 
HI. Kautiman, 8vo. 12s. 


The cclebrated dramatic poet Werner, 
Whose tragedies, founded on the lite and 
writings of Luther, have atiracted so much 
ailenuon in Germany, has embraced Pope- 
ry. The history commonly given of his 
@onversion to the Church of Rome, is sin- 
gular, He had repaired to Vienna for pur- 
poses of amusement. One evening, while 
employed in contemplating the cathedral 
61 St. Stephen, and absorbed by the re- 
Hections which so easily suggest them- 
selves to a man of lively imagmation, he 
jaw the door of the eathedral open, and a 


priest issue from it, carrying the host in 
procession to a dying person, with much 
solemnity, and amidst the light of torches. 
Struck with the picturesque effect of the 
procession, the poet, with a rapidity some- 
what congenial to his function, at once felt 
a yearning to Popery ; went to Rome, ab- 
jured Lutheranism, and united himself to 
the Church of Rome, in the Basilica of St. 
Peter. He has now returned to Germany, 
as a popish preacher, and attracts most 
numerous and splendid congregations — 
Several of the foreign princes are said to 
have been among his hearers. His counte- 
nance is striking, his voice absolutely se- 
pulchral; and he carries this claim to at- 
tention, that he has manifested the sincerity 
of his change by passing two years in ere- 
metical seclusion at the foot of Mount 
Vesuvius. If any dependence may be 
placed on the accuracy of this account, 
which has obtained considerable currency, 
this is asingular instance of the mischiev- 
ous influence of an over-wrought imagina- 
tion, Popery could have gained nothing 
from the circumstances of the host being 
carnied by “ torch-light,” except in the 
eyes of one whcuse imagination had got the 
better of his reason. A very different ac- 
count, however, of the change of com. 
munion in Werner, has reached us, viz. : 
That such was the prevalence of scepti- 
cism in Germany, as to drive him, in com- 
mon with many well-dispased persons, to 
Povery, in pursuit of the nearest approach 
to orthodoxy. We ourselves remember te 
have heard a person, not very far distant 
from Vienna, declare that “he thought 
Jesus Christ not a detter man than Kant, 
the philosopher.” From such opinions even 
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P »pery is nota bad retreat, if no other were 
to be found, 


The seventh edition of a sermon preach- 
ed at Cadiz, by Fatner Blasius Osralaya, 
has issued from the Spamsh press The 
immediate cause of its p :pularity appears 
to be the account it gives of the domestic 
employments of Ferdinand Vil, at Valen- 
tia Psat sovereign, it seems, began the 
day with prayers, confessions, ana offices 
of pretv; and then proceeded, much to the 
Suisfaction of the worthy confessor, to 
embroider a robe for the virgin Mary. 


It isa general complaint, that the finest 
apples of this country have Cegenerated. 
It would not be difficultto shew that every 
success.ve graft. deteriorates the fruit en- 
grafed, it may be of use to suggest a 
scheme for securing the race of apples 
which has been recommended by very 
scientific gardeners. Every perfectly ripe 
appl= contains some flat and some round 
seeds. he round seeds will produce 
rood trees ; the flat will produce the crab, 
von which the tree has beea originally 


grafted. 


At the table of Collector Anderson, of 
Thurso, was lately produced a dish of po- 
tatoes, being part of a second crop during 
the same year. The first crop was pianted 
in March, aad taken up on the 10th of July; 
the second was planted the llth of July, 


LIST OF NEW 


rHEOLOGY. 

Nine Sermons on tiie Nature of the Evi- 
dence by which th Fact of eur Lord’s 
Resurrection is establisicd; and on other 
Subjects. With « Dissertation on the Pro- 
phecies of the Messiah disnersed among 
the Heathens; by S. Horsley, LL.D F its. 
F.S A late Lord Bishop of St Asaph 8vo, 
10s. 6d 

Facts and Evidences on the Subject of 
Baptism; by the Editor of Calmet’s Dic- 
tionary of the Ti ily Bible. 

A New Edition of the Rev. C. Buck’s 
Practical Expositor. 6s. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

On the Commutation or Abolition of 
Tythes ; by William Clash, Esq. 8vo. 1s. 

General Report of ibe Agricultural state 

and Political Circumstances of Scotland ; 


—New Publications. [ April, 


and dug up loth of October. This fact wij} 
be interesting to cultivators. 


The good judges of painting who haye 
visited Paris protest strongly against the 
exaggeration of colours which prevails jn 
the French school. 


M. Thiebaud de Berneaud, one of the 
librarians at the Mazarine Library, bas 
been during several years employed in 
bringing forward a translation of the work 
of Theophrastus on the history of plants; 
and to reader his labours more correct, he 
has iravelled through various parts of Italy, 
for seven years, on foot. And yet a man 
shall decide upon the comparative claims 
of Calvinism and Arminsanism, who hag 
not thought tor seven weeks on the subject 
of religion, 

Mr. Forbes, the benevolent author of 4 
late splendid wok, called Oriental Me. 
moirs, states the fact of his having for some 
time, whenin India, kept a cameleon. Its 
reneral colour was ‘a pleasant green,” 
spotted with pale blue. Its customary 
changes were to a bright yellow, a dark 
olive, and a dull green: but when irritated, 
or when a dog approached, the body be. 
came inflated, and the skin clouded like 
torvoise-shell, The animal was most. af- 
fected by any thing black. and carefully 
avoided the skirting-board of the room, 
which was of that colour. The change of 
colour appeared to be painful to it. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


drawn up under the Direction of the Right 
Hon. Sir John Sinclair, Bart. ; in five Jui ge 
volumes Svo, with engravings aud plates. 
4:0, 41. 4s, 

A Supplement to the Memoirs of the 
Life, Writings, &e of Sir Joshua Reynolds ; 
by James Novitcote, Esq  4to. 15s. 

Memoirs of the Life of John Sobieski, 
King of Poland; by A. T°) Paliner, 8vo. 12s. 

Latin Prosody made Easy ; by W. Shaw, 
D.D 8vo. 2s 6d. 

Visites dune Semaine, ouvrage tra- 
duit de PAnglois, par ‘I. E. Le Febvre. 
4s. 6d. : 

A faithful Narrative of the Re-passing 0 
the Beresina by the French Army in 1812; 
by an Eye-witness. 3s. 6d. 

Introduction to the Science of the Law: 
by Frederick Ritso, Esq. 8vo. 9s. 

A Dictionary of the Law of Scotland; 
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by R. Bell, Esq. Advocate, second Edit. 
vols. So. 

An Easy Introduction to the Muathema- 
tics, with Notes, &c, and Memuirs, Mathe- 
matical Authors, &c, &e ; by Charles But- 
ler, Qvols Sve. 12. 11s 6d. 

Essays. Moraland Entertaining, on the 
Faculties and Passions of the Human Mind; 
by the Ri; sht Hon. Edward, Eari of Claren- 
don. 2 vols. se p, Svo. 12s. 

Pu hlie D-sputation of the Students of 
the Collese of Fort Wilham, in Bengal, 
before the Right Hon. Earl Moira, wia 
his Lordship’s Discourse, June 20, 1814. 
8vo. 3s. 

A Father’s Reflections on the Death of 
sage" 12mo. Is 6d. 

tr. Mailison’s Plan of an Attempt to 
sie Assistance to Shipwrecked Mari- 
ners. 2s. Gel. 

Harmonies of Nature; by Bernardin de 
St. Pierre. 3 vols. Svo. SOs, 

Maria; or, the Hollanders; by Louis 
Bonaparte. 3S vols. 12mo. ot 6d 

Guy Mannering ; ; or, th Astrologer ; : 
yy the Author of W i 3 volumes, 
1s 


A New Pocket Dictionary of the Italian 


Charleniagne; or, The Church Deliver- 
ed ; an Epic Poem, in 24 books ; by Lucien 
Bonaparte. Translated into E nglish Verse, 
by the Rev. Samuel Butler, D D. and the 
tev. Francis Hodgson, A. M. 2 vols. 4to. 
4! As. 

The Works of Robert Burns, with en- 
gravings from designs by Stothard. 4 vols. 
8vo. Qf 2s. 

The History of the Secret Societies of 
the Army, &c. which had for their Object 
the Destruction of the Government of Bo- 


naparte, Transtated from the French, 
8vo. 7s 


History of the Island of Guernsey, from 
the remotest Period of Antiquity, to the 
Year 1814; with Particulars of the Islands 
of Alderney, Sark, and Jersey ; by William 
Berry. 4to 32. 3s. 

Hicts to Travellers; by Sir Richard 
Colt Hoare, Bart. 8vo. 4s 

Travels inthe Jonian Isles, in Albania, 
&c. in 1812 and 1813: with an Account of 
a Residence at Joannina, the Capital and 
Court ef Ali Pacha; by Henry Holland, 
MD.F R.S. &e ; with a map and engrav- 
ings 4to. 32 3s 


Che Pri ne — of Surgery, as they relate 


and French Languages; by C. Graglia. to Woune ; by John Bell, Surgeon. 
square 12mo. 8s. Part 7 to ‘ie euch. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


LONDON SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
CHRISLIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 
Tue following paver bas been transmitted 
tous, containmg a brief sketch of this So- 
ciety, as it exists under its new constitu. 
tion, conducted on the principles of the 
Established Church:—Patron, his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent ;-—President, 
Sir Thomas Baring, Bart. M. P. ;—Viee- 
Presidents, lis Grace the Duke of Devon- 
shire; Right Hoo. Earl of Crawford and 
ate A tight Hon Earl of Stamford 

Mody rr ington; Right Hlon Earl Gros- 

>; Right Hoa. E: arl of Besborougi; 

Ri rhit ‘id on. Earl of Egmont; Right Lion, 
Lord Viscount Northland; Rieht Rev. 
7 ord Bishop of Cloyne; Right Kev. Lord 
Bishop of Killaloe ; Licht Rev. Lord Bi- 
Sinp of Meath; Right Hon. Lord Dundas; 
Right Hon. Lord Calthorpe ; Right Hon. 
Lod Erskine ; Right Hon. Lord Robert 
Seymour; Hon. and Very Rev. Dean of 
Weils ; Right Hon Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ; sir George Lent, Bart ; Sir 
Thomas Bernard, Bart. Thomas Babing- 
‘on, Esq. M. P. ; Estcourt Cresswell, Esq., 


Christ. Observ. No. 160. 


George Freek Evans, Fsq ; John Louis 
Goldsmid, Esq ; Witham Henry Hoare, 
Esq ; William C Hogan, Esq ; ‘Thomas 
Read Kemp, Esq. M P.; Ebenezer Muit- 
land, Esq.; Hon. Charles Noei Noel, M P. 
Lewis Way, Esq.; W. Wilberforce, Esq. 
MP ; Matthew Woed, Esq. and Alder- 
man ;—-Preasurer for the General Fund, 
Zenjamin Shaw, Esq. MP. ;—Treasurer 
for the Hebrew Testament, Thomas Read 
Kemp, Esq M. P.;—Secretaries (gratis), 
‘Lhe Kev. Basil Woodd, M A. Rector of 
Drayton Beauchamp, Bucks,—The Rev, 
Chas. Sleech Hawtrey, M. A. Vicar of 
Whitston, Monmouthshire,—The Rev. Da- 
vid Kuell, M. A. Chaplain to the County 
of Middlesex. 


“The Directors of the London Society 
Sor promoting Christianity among the Fews, 
relying uy pon the Christian benevolence of 
the British public, and their readiness ta 
promate every undertaking which has 
for its object the temporal aad eternal 
welfare of mankind, carnestly request the 
favour of their patronage and assistance 
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to forward the designs of the above In- 
stitution. 


“ The highly respectable and dignified 
characters who have honoured the Society 
with their names and support, sanction 
this appeal to the liberality and Christian 
zeal of the public at large. But the grand 
argument, which it is presumed will plead 
with most powerful influence, is that this 


Institution combines the united objects of 


all others. In its aim to promote the know- 
ledge of Divine Truth, to convince the 
Jews that the Lord Jesus Christ is the true 
Messiah, and thus to guide the ignorant 
and wandering transgressor into the fold 
of the good Shepherd, it solicits aid as a 
Missionary Society. 


“In its exertions to provide for the af- 
flicted, the necessitous, and such as, by 
embracing Christisnity, may be reduced to 
distress for want of employment, it asks 
support in the capacity of a House of In- 
dustry anda Refuge for the Destiture. In 
its parental protection, education, and sup- 
port of children of Jewish extraction, it 
claims the aid of the benevolent, to rescue 
from vice, to impress the infant mind with 
religious principles, to relieve the afiliction 
of the widow, and to become the father of 
the fatherless. 


“Moreover, the Directors of the Lon- 
don Society cannot but be persuaded, that 
compassionate and zealous exertions, to 
collect the dispersed of Israel and Judah, 
will be acceptable to the God of Abraham ; 
and may prove a means of bringing the 
blessing of that eminent Patriarch more 
largely on the Gentiles. For ‘if the cast- 
ing away of the Jews be the reconciling of 
the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead’ For 
‘ blindness in partis happened to Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles shall 
come in” This argument establishes the 
duty, the Christian policy, the holy obliga- 
tion, of endeavonring to promote Christiani- 
ty amongst the Fews; in the hope that we 
may be the honoured instruments of ac- 
celerating the day when both to Jews and 
Gentiles ‘the glory of the Lerd shall be 
revealed, ard all flesh shall see it to- 
gether as the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoke.’ 


*“ The following means have already 
been adopted by the London Society, for 
the furtherance of this great and desirable 
object :— 


‘‘ The establishment of Lectures ad- 
dressed to the Jews, and the erection of 
a large Episcopalian Chapel, for their use. 
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© Schools have also been established of 
nearly 100 Jewish children, boys and girls. 
also a Female Asylum, Printing office, and 
Basket Mavutactory, for the employment 
of such Jews as are deprived of subsistence 
amongst their brethren, for having mani. 
fested a desire to inquire into the truth o 
Christianity. 


“ Nearly the whcle of the New Testa. 
ment has been translated into the Hebrew. 
The Gospel of St. Matthew has already 
been published ; dedicated, by permission, 
to the Right Reverend the Bishops of Dur. 
ham, Salisbury, Norwich, St. David's, 
Cloyne, and Meath: and the Gospel of St, 
Mark is in the press, and almost finished. 


* Various appropriate tracts, in English, 
Hebrew, and German, have been printed 
and circulated, at home, on the Continent 
of Europe, in the Mediterranean, and inthe 
East Indies. 


“Auxiliary Societies have been instituted 
in various parts of the United Kingdom, 
and many benevolent persons, impressed 
with the obligations of Christians to seek 
the conversion of the Jews, have formed, 
and are now forming, Associations to pro- 
mote a subscription, in which the poorest 
disciple of Christ may take a share, by con 
tributing one penny per wee, or sixpence pa 
month, 


‘<It mus be evident to all, that an Insti- 
tution embracing such a variety of objects 
cannot be carried on without a considera: 
ble annual income, which it is earnesily 
hoped the charity ot the British public wil 
continue to supply. 


** The success which has already attend. 
ed the efforts of this Society, has been suff. 
cient to encourage perseverance in. this 
labour of love, and to inspire a lively hope 
that under the Divine blessing we shall ia 
due time reap if we faint not. 


‘©¢ The children of Israei have abode 
many days without a king, and without 
a prince, and without a sacrifice, and 
without an image, and without an ephod, 
and without teraphim’ But let us not 
forget that God hath also said, * After: 
wards they shall return, and seek the 
Lord their God and David their King, 
and shall fear the Lord and his good- 
ness in the latter days!’ Let us rejoice 
that we have the distinguished honour 
of being called to be instruments in the 
hand of Providence to hasten the ap- 
proach of the glorious period, when the 
promise of the Lord shali be fulfilled s 
‘I will surely assemble, O Jacob, al! 
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ef thee; I will surely gather the remnant 
of Israel; I will put them together as the 
sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst 
of their fold: they shall make great 
noise by reason of the multitude of men.’ 
Micah ii. 12. 


«“ The Directors of the London Society 
have great satisfaction in being able to in- 
form the Public, that means have been 
afforded which will speedily hberate the 
Institution from the pressure of its debt ; 
and that the pecuniary aid which is now 
solicited, is for the sole purpose of carrying 
on its designs in future: the most eilec- 
tual methods are also adopting to prevent 
the recurrence of debt. 


“Jt should be further remarked, that 
although, for the preservation of unity of 
design and operation, the management of 
the London Society has been placed in 
the hands of such of its members as are 
of the Established Church, yet the con- 
tributions of every denomination of Chris- 
tians are earnestly invited and will be most 
thankfully received. 


“N. B. Pious persons exercising handi- 
eraft or other trades, such as Shoemakers, 
Tailors, Wrights, Smiths, Book-binders, 
Bakers, &c. may aid this Institution effec- 
tually, by engaging to take Jewish youths 
from the school as apprentices. 


“ Ladies may also forward the cause by 
assisting in placing out the girls in service 
or business. 


“It is earnest!y requested, that any per- 
son who feels disposed thus to aid the In- 
stitution, will let it be known by a letter 
addressed to Mr’ James Millar, London 
Society House, Spitalfieids. 


“The Public may further serve this 
cause by purchasing baskets, for ready 
money, at the Manutactory; and by giving 
work in the printing fine, to the Office, 
where converted Jews are employed. Both 
these establishments are at the London 
Society House, Church Street, Spitalfields ; 
Where orders will be thankfully received, 
and punctually executed.” 


HIBERNIAN CHURCH MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 

The following list of the officers of the 

Auxiliary Church Missionary Society re- 

cently established in Ireland, is extracted 


from an account of its formation lately 
published. 
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Vice-Patron and President, Lord Vis- 
count Lorton;—Vice-Patrons, Earls of 
Westmeath, Desart, and Gosford; and 
Viscounts De Vesci, Lifford, Northland, 
and Valentia ;—Vice-Presidents, The Lord 
Mayor of Dublin for the time being; Mr. 
Justice Daly; Right Hon. David La 
Touche; Gen. Sir George Hewitt; Hon, 
James Hewitt; William Brownlow, Esq. 
M. P.; Blaney Townley Balfour, Esq.; 
Major-Gen White; Major-Gen. Trotter ; 
Peter La Touche, Esq.; Alexander Hamil- 
ton Esq.; and Robert Perceval, Esq. M,. 
D ;—Treasurer, Right Hon. David La 
Touche ;—Secretaries, Rev. R H Nixon, 
and Francis Corbet, Esq ;—Assistant- 


Secretary and Collector, Mr. William 


_Heney. 


To this we have thought it right to add, 
the eloquent speech of a genticman not 
unknown nor unremembered on this side 
the water. 


Rev. James Dunn, M. A. Rector of 
Delgany.—* I will not say much, my Lord, 
in seconding the resolution put into my 
hands, lest | should weaken the impression 
made on your minds by the proceedings 
of this day; for, judging by myself, 1 con- 
clude that every understanding bas been 
convinced, and every heart animated by 
what we have heard. But I may be allow- 
ed to pray that these truths may be en- 
grafted in our hearts, and these feelings 
perpetuated in the constant tenor of our 
religious progress,—I see no objection to 
this Society. It seems most worthy of 
our holy church to take an active part in 
this work It seems most worthy of our 
holy religion, that, if we find it big with 
blessings for time and eternity, it should 
fill us with zeal to communicate those 
blessings to the heathen lands. It seems 
most worthy of the Great Author of our 
faith, who, from pure love to man, left the 
mansions of heaven, and embarked on the 
waves of this troublous world, that he 
might turn men from darkness unto light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, 
The Son of God himself was the first 
Missionary, if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression; and, therefore, none, who bear 
his name, can be indifferent in a cause 
which attempts the conversion of millions 
of our fellow-creatures. 


“‘It has been objected to such attempts, 
that the cause of the heathen is hopeless, 
and that we have not the means nor the 
power to produce great effects. But I 


would ask, if such cold calculations had 
formerly obtained, what would have been 
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the state of our own country at the present 
day ? Still would druidical darkness have 
rested on our land, and the sacrificial knife 
been raised over our innocent offspring ; 
and still shouid we have been taught to 
expect a heaven, where we should drink 
from the skulls of our "Op, nigh enemies ! 
But the church then felt the spirit of her 
Master, and did not give up our Case a3 
hopeless; but, in the face of danger and 
of death, came over to us with the message 
of truth, seized the reluctant hand of our 


ancestors to lead them to the temple of 


Jehovah, and poured on their minds the 
glorious light of the Gospel. And yet the 
druidical superstition was far preferable 
to the base religions cf the East t. where 
the wretched Hindoo pays tis homage 
to the impure and bloody iuel of Jug- 
gernatit. 


“I feel, thereforc, happy, my Lord, to 
see my countrymen asse mbled on this oc- 
casion. We have ery: objects of charity 
at home, but they will not be st uffe orers by 
our contribution to this Somety. For this 
effort will serve to cherish the life of re- 
hgion in the soul, and thus swell the true 
source from which clarity must spring. 
‘There is, indeed, a spicious benevolence, 
whose objects must not be multiplied ; but 
true ‘charity never tuleth:? it will rather 
grow upon every exertion, and still bear 
abundant fruit. “ike the golden branch 
of the poet, when one is plucked away, 
another will spring forth. 


€ 





Uno avulso, non deficit alter’ 


“It is true that She that provideth not 
for his own hou se is worse than an infidel,’ 
but will any one sav, that ¢ a nian is not te 
extend his care a dis family ? Why 
then does DP public praise rest, as 1 does, on 
the name of Wilberforce—a name 
much that of an individue! ‘ 
generous purpose and high resolve-—a 
name, connected with humanity and re- 
ligion ; and the memory of which will be 
embalmed with the blessing 3 of lis fellow 
creatures ? Why? becauce his heart sw a: 
led beyond the narrow circle of personal 
regard; and felt, with tender sympathy 
the sufferings of his brethren in every 
quarter of the world: because he could 
not suffer one feilow-man to remain in ig- 
norance or slavery, while Le could raise 
his voice to break his bonds, or remove 
and dissipate his errors. Let his final tri- 
umph animate us to the same perseverance. 
Our charity should have no bounds, but 


9 not SO 


, aS of every 


those of our power. Wherever there js 2 
creature cavable of re ceiving happiness, 
charity should be active in besto wing it. 
It will first, indeed, fill with its warmest 
beams, the conte at home ; but, in Propor. 
tion as it Kkindles with Heaven's pure 
fire, it will spread till it warms and ep. 
lightens the whole human race. I cop. 
sicler tis meeting as an evidence of the 
enlargement of our minds, of a progress 
in the Christian life, a rise in the scala 
Ci being. 


“The times, moreover, my Lord, call 
us tonewexertions, But this 1s too large 
afield {will only, therefore, recal to your 
memeries those prephecies which predict 
the rapid spre: id of the Gospel in the Jatter 
days. | will only point out to you my 
country, Which stands on such an emi. 
neoce, that she will be answerable to that 
Providence which has given her peace for 
the reflt use of the blessing. 1 would 
cailon her to unite the cause of religion 
with the fame of her deeds. 1 would bid 
her insertbe on the ten mple of Briush glory, 
the name of her Go 1 would exhort her 
to vive a now vermeil to her wealth 
and author! ty, by meking them the hand. 
maids to elem: in the durkest times I 

— vs thought, my Lord, that my country 
uld be reserved as a blessing to the 

¥ aa Ihave been accustomed to regard 
} preserved amidst al conv uisions of 
Christendom, when the fiocd-gates of anag. 
ery hed been opened, ae were covering 
the earth, a3 borne, ike the ark on the 
waters, and containing within ots narrow 
liraits, all that was most dear and valuable 
{tu man. Now we see the waters begin- 
ning to subside. Now we bave sent forth 
the centile messenyer of peace, and hail his 
return, —— the friendly olive-branch ; 
and we shall now bebold those favourites 


of Heaven, ued order, pub lic freedom, 
und pure religion, descending from this 


Ark to replenish and adorn the earth, I 
trust, my Lord, we shall rise to the dignity 
of the station to which we are called, and 
rejoice in being allowed to co-operate 
with God in the great design of covering 
the earth with ‘the knowledge of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea, 


It must be a matter of the most lively 
Satisfaction to every Christian, to observe, 
that Ireland is beginning to co-operate in 
the plans of piety and benevolence. Such 
efforts will be the most formidable foes to 
Popery, by exalting the character of the 
Protestant Church in Ireland. 
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RUSSIAN TARTARY. 


The Edinburgh Missionary Society have 
six Missionaries in Kussian ‘artary, of 
whose proceedings we subjoin the following 
prief statements. 


For several years, owing to the situation 
of the country, with the plague, and the 
perpetual irruptions of the hostile “Turtars, 
the Missionaries were almost constantly 
obliged to confine themselves within the 
walls, or rather, palisadoes, of the settle- 
ment; and even then, were scarcely free 
from danger, though protected by a guard 
of Russian Cossacks. They had repeated- 
jy to take refuge in Constantinsgorski (a 
Russian fort in the nerghbeurhvod) or im 
Georghievsk, a fortified tuwn about thirty 
miles distant from Karass; to which last 
place, Most of them with their famihes re- 
moved in 1813, and continued there till the 
end of last spring. 


The printing of the New Testament, how- 
ever, having been providentially finished 
before they were forced to fice from Ka- 
rass, they went on with the binding of it 
at Georghievsk ; and, though greatly re- 
tarded for want of proper intruments and 
materials, they succeeded in finishing a 
very considerable number during the winter 
months. At Georghievsk, besides, they 
enjoyed much more favourable opportunies 
both of conversing with the natives, and 
of distributing copies of tracts and of 
the New Testament than at Karass; and 
these they diligently and earnestly em- 
braced. 


As soon as the weather permitted, 
Messrs Dickson and Galloway were sent 
from Ge orghievsk on an iterating excur- 
sionto Astrachan, for the purpose of circu- 
lating the New Testament and _ tracts 
among the Mahometans residing in that 
city, and those of the same religion who 
are accustomed to visit it, and of endea- 
Vouring to excite their attention to the 
Gospel of cur Lord and Saviour. Having 
remained there about two months, dili- 
gently labouring in the field allotted them, 
and not, it may be hoped, without some ef- 
fect ; though the visible fruits of the seed 
of Divine Truth which they were engaged 
in scattering, have not yet appeared in any 
very remarkable degree ; they returned in 
the month of June to Karass, whither their 
brethren had by that time removed from 
Georghievsk. 


Scarcely had they got home, when, in 
consequence of the urgent request of the 
Minister of the Interior, at the express de- 
sire of the Emperor, who has uniformly, 
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and particularly of late, shewn the most 
cordial interest in their welfare and suc- 
cess, they determined to send other two 
of their number toward Urenberg, on the 
lines of Siberia, with the view of looking 
out for a more eligible missionary station ; 
where they may enjoy greater personal 
security from the wandering Tartar tribes, 
and at the same time, turn their knowledge 
of the Variar language to the best account 
among the Mahometan population, whether 
stationary or erratic, in the surrounding 
country. 


Messrs. Mitchell and Fraser were fixed 
on for this expedition, and set out from 
Karass at the endof June They reached 
Orenberg in safety about the beginning of 
August, and were received with the great- 
est kindness by the Lieutenant-Gene:al of 
the province, who had been directed to 
shew them every attention, and give them 
every encouragement and assistance tn his 
power, by letters from the Imperial Court, 
transmitied immediately to himself. Un- 
der his direction, they at last fixed ona 
piece of ground very near the city, of 
which a free grant will be given to the 
Mission, by Government, if the Directors 
shall, after receiving the journal of these 
two Missionaries, judge it expedient, in 
the present circumstances of the Mission, 
to establish a permanent station or settle- 
ment in that partof the Russian empire. 


From the preceding statement it will 
be perceived, that, by the fast accounts, 
Messrs. Fraser and Mitchell were at Oren- 
berg. ‘The other Missionaries are resident 
at Karass. 


NDIA. 


In the Journals of Abdool Messee alrea- 
dy given, our readers have seen the rapid 
growth of Cliristianity in Agra, and its 
diffusion round that city. Copies of the 
Scriptures have been sent to many places ; 
and inquirers after truth have visited Agra 
from various and distant quarters, Talib 
Messee, Fazil Messee, and other native 
teachers of great promise, have been raised 
up to support and extend the efforts of 
Abdool Messee. At Lucknow, at Delhi, 
and at other places of importance, there 
are many inquiries into Christianity, and 
opportunities are opening for the establish. 
ment of missionary stations. English 
residents at Meerut, at Muttra, and else- 
where, are diligent in the support of 
schools, and in the diffusion of Christian 
truth. 


Other Journals have arrived in this 
country, for the months of January, Febru- 


oT 
. - : 


ae 
tq <P 


= 


ee 
oS ae 


=> 
-$-~ 
ae 


a 3 


—s 


= 


Ce ee ee are 


a a 


2 
eet 


wee 


—~ 
wo, 
one 
— 


gs bic go 2: 


Vw 


er «oe 


att ae 
+ te Se » 


—=—_ 


ee) ee ee 


«a 


ie + 


— a 








262 


ary, and March, of last year, in which it 
appears tha: the prospect is still brighten- 
ing, and the view more extended. Other 
native labourers are in training, and the 
word of God is breaking forth on the right 
hand, and on the left. In some instances, 
inde.d, old superstitions appear to have, 
for a time at least, regained their power: 
but this will serve to excite the Mission- 
aries and others, it muy be hoped, tu watch- 
fulness and prayer. 


We are prevented by the want of space 
from transcribing these journals. 


TRANQUEBAR. 


From letters received by the Committee 
ef the Church Missionary Society, 't ap- 
pears, that the Missionaries Schnarré and 


Rhenius landed at Madras onthe 4th of 


July. 


The Missionaries were received,as might 
be expected, with Christian cordiality by 
the Rev. Marmaduke Thompson, Chaplain 
of the Honourable East India Company. 
They were very kindly entertained in his 
own family, during their stay at Madras, 
and experienced uniform regard from him 
and Mrs. Thompson. “ We thank the 
Lord,” they say, for his good providence, 
in bringing us acquainted with one of his 
most faithful and zealous servants in pro- 
moting his everlasting kingdom.” 


Here they were met by the afflicting in- 
telligence of the death of Dr. Jobn ; and 
with the news, still more affiicting to them, 
of the decease of the Kev Mr. Jacobi. 
With him they were personally acquainted ; 
and they had all anticipated great pleasure 
in labouring together in the same field. 


They express themselves, however, as 
animated and encouraged by the tidings 
of the great work which is taking place 
among the Mahometans ; in particular, at 
and near Agra; Mr. Corrie’s Journal of 
Abdon! Messee’s Proceedings having reach- 
ed Madras. 


They reached Tranquebar on the 28th 
ef July, and were very kindly reccived by 
Dr. Caemmerer and his coadjutor Mr. 
Schreivogel. 


Their continuance in this station, how- 
ever, is very uncertain. 


We ‘subjoin an account of the state of 
tbe Schools of the late Dr. John. 
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Children admitted up to Fune 1, 1814. 
Into the English and Tamul Schools ; 
Protestant Christian .... 195 
Roman Christian ...... 65 
Brahmin Heathen...... 56 
Sootra Heathen ....... 774 


—— 1029 


Into the Parish Schools: 
Svotra 12 
Protestant and Itom. Boys 210 
Protestant and Rom. Girls 150 
Heathen .... 60 


*e ee #© @ © 


Total admitted 1459 


Children left School up to Fune 1, 1814: 
From the English and Tamul Schools : 
ok: a 
Second and Third Classes 227 
From the Parish Schools : 
First and Second Classes 
Not accounted for (but sup- 
posed to have left School, 
though not specified ; as 
the totals remaining in se- 
veral of the Schools,do not 
agree with the statement 
of admission, &c. .... 


131 


. 49 





Total left School 588 


Total remaining 86) 


MADRAS. 

The following are extracts of a letter 
from the Rev. Marmaduke Thompson to 
the Secretary of the Church Missionary 
Society, dated Madras, Sept. 30, 1814. 


In reference to a request of the Com- 
mittee on the subject, Mr Thompson 
states; * At the time this reaches you, 
you may be assured that you have, if 
not an Auxiliary Society, at least a 
Corresponding Committee, in existence 
and active service in Madras,” and then 
adds,—“ 1 have my papers prepared for 
them to enter immediately upon business 
—the first of which will be to take into 
consideration the fittest station for yout 
twe Missionaries—and particularly how 
far they may be qualified and desirable 
for either of two stations which now 
offer—the two important Stations of 
Maras itself and Travancore: and to 
these two let me entreat the particular 
attention of your Committee. Madras 
being the great port and chief town of 
the whole Peninsula, its importance 4s 
@ missionary station is most obvious: 
and Travancore is scarcely less so from 
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the number of nominal Christians through- 
out it, Who are truly as sheep without a 
shepherd, and particularly from being the 
eountry of the poor Syrians. 


«J am myself the distributor of the 
Scriptures in the Native Languages in Ma- 
dras ; and | assure you the applications to 
me are incessant, and that hundreds, I be- 
lieve | may safely say, are at this time read- 
ing the word of God in Madras, and long- 
ing for some one to guide them, and de- 
clare unto them the way of God more per- 
fectly. Anintelligent native, who has been 
baptized, but who through a false shame 
conceals it, and pretends to be only a dili- 
gent inquirer after truth, (no uncommon 
character among the natives,) assured me 
jately, in bringing some people fer the 
Tamul New Testament, that he often had 
neara hundred people at atime to hear 
him read and converse upon it; and seems 
to encourage a hope of having in a little 
time, a sufficient number of disciples to 
countenance and support him in an open 
profession of Christianity. 


‘(In Travancore the Resident, Col. 
Munro, not only assures us of his patronage 
of Missionaries, but has actually written io 
have two sent to him. 


“Again let me most respectfully and 
earnestly recommend these two important 
stations to your Committee, as Stations pro- 
mising a rich harvest of souls to the praise 
and glory of God! 


“North Malabar also presents a very 
desirable station; and there also we have 
afriend to the great cause of the Lord, who 
would thankfully receive, and greatly help 
our Missionaries. 


“Ina word, could you send me a dozen 
Missionaries by the very next fleet, I could 
dispose of them instanily, I trust, to the 
entire satisfaction of the Committee.” 


CEYLON. 


The exertions of the different Mission- 
ary Institutions, and those of the Bible So- 
Cleties, will, in Ceylon, as elsewhere, mu- 
tually aid one another. 


The immediate objects of the Columbo 
Bible Society, which is patronized by the 
Governor and all the principal authorities 
inthe Island, were, to ascertain the num- 
ber of persons in Ceylon professing the 
Christian Religion, and the languages most 


Relig. Intell.—Ceylon. 


263 


familiar to them, in order to form a judg- 
ment of the number of Bibles and Testa- 
ments in the several languages which will 
be necessary to supply them wants, it was 
a further object, to procure a more accurate 
version of the Scriprures into Cingalese, 
and a translation of them into the Pal lan- 


guage, 


An attempt was made to correct the old 
Cingalese version of the New Testament, 
in order to have 5000 copies printed; but 
it was found very imperfect, and an entirely 
new translation was determined on. In the 
mean time, the Calcutta Bible Society have 
put to press, at Serampore, an edition of 
2000 copies of the old version for present 
use. The new translation has been under- 
taken by W. Tolfrey, Esq. who is well 
skilled in Cingalese, Pah, and Sanscrit: 
the Guspels are finished; and the types for 
printing this new version, purchased of ihe 
Baptist Missionaries at Serampore, are are 
rived at Columbo. 


The Pali ts the learned language of Cey- 
lon, and varies but little from the S«nserit. 
A translation of the Scriptures into this 
tongue has been begun by Don M. ce hoe 
mas Mohaudriam, of the Governor’s Gate. 
Two priests of Buddha have readily afford. 
ed their assistance to the translation ! 


The Society intends to circulate familiar 
essays and dialogues illustrative of the 
Scriptures; the same reas ns not existing 
in Ceylon as in many other places, for the 
exclusive circulation of the Bible by such 
institutions «It is observed, that ** next to 
the fe vent zeal and indefatigable labour of 
the venerabie Swartz, the conversion of so 
many thousands in Tanjore was owing to 
the circulation of famihar dialogues, and 
short easy treatises upon the subject of 
Chiristianity.” 


It appears, on investigation, that the 
native Protestasts of Ceylon are about 
150,000, and the Roman Catholes about 
50,000. Of these, the great majority speak 
Cingalese, and the rest Tamul. This re- 
port of numbers falls far short of former 
representations : nor can it be doubted that 
multitudes of the inhabitants have of late 
years relapsed into idolatry. In the time 
of the Dutch Government, there were be- 
tween 360 and 400 temples dedicated to 
pagan deities: in the year 1807, they 
amounted to 1200! In 1663, the Christians 
in the district of Jaffna alone, were 65,000: 
by the Jast returns it appears that there are 
not 5000, 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE S0O- 
CIETY. 


Extracts from Correspondence of the 
Bible Society. 


1. From the Rev. Dr, Carey. 
* Caicutta, Aug. 26, 1814, 
‘‘In all parts of India, the call for the 
Holy Scriptures is $0 great, thal every exe 
ertion to print them suffic iently fast to an- 
swer the demands, has liitherto been inade- 
quate. The dominions of the Biole are 
extending daily ; and new tribes he rv in 
their own tongues, the wondertul works of 
God. Beside the Tamul, Cingalesc, Per- 
sian, Malayala, and Malay (which we have 
not translated, but only printed,) the Word 
of God is now translated, or under transla- 
tion, into twenty-five Jangueges by us ; 
twenty-one of which are aciually in the 
press, and nothing hinders the remaining 
four from going to press, but some triflins o 
work to complete the founts for them. 
This is a work, upon the accomplishment 
of which my heart bas been long set; 
whether I shal! live to see its comple- 
tion, I know not: but L trust a foundation 
is laid, upon which the building will be 
carried forward, till the edifice is com- 
pleted ‘There are, however, in the East, 
many languages still remaining, in whichno 
transiation of the Seri iplures exists, and no 
attempt to translate into them bas yet been 
made. I trust the Lord will smile on the 
no till the whole of these also be added 
to the list of the languages in which the 
Word of God is given to men.” 


2. From the Rev. J. C. Supper, Pastor of 
the Reformed Congregation at Batavia, 
and Foreign Secretary of the Java Aux- 
iliary Bible Society. 


‘¢ Batavia, Sept. 3, 1814. 
‘¢My letter of May last will have inform- 
ed you, that an Auxiliary Bible Society was 
to be established here on the 4th o June. 
This has now in the 
house and under the Presic lency of his Ex- 
cellency Lieutenant-Governor Raffles The 
designation of this Society is, ‘ The Fava 
Auxiliary Bible Society, the object of which 
shall be toencourage the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, without note or comment, 
throughout Eastern Asia, and especially 
among the native Christians of that part of 
the eh obe.? 


actuaily take >i} place 


“On the 24th of August, the Committee 
held their second meeting, at which L was 
elected Secretary fur the Foreign Depart- 
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ment. JI was charged to communicate tg 
you, in the name of our Society, the follow. 
ing Resolutions, which were unanimously 
agreed upon at this Meeting. 


“1. The Java Auxiliary Bible Societ; 
wishes to co-eperate with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

“<2 The New Testament shall be trans. 
lated into the Low Malay dialect, and be 
printed as svon as possible,’ 


“There is between the high and low 
Malay a still greater difference, than be. 
tween high and fow German, or even the 
German and the Dutch language. The 
high Malay is spoken in the upper parts of 
the Island of Java, and the other in the 
lower; as for instance, in Batavia and’the 
whole neighbourhood. The holy Scriptures 
have long since been printed in the high 
Malay dialect, but not in the low ; although 
many thousands of people speak the latter, 
without bei ing able to understand the for. 
mer, On this account it appeared a pri- 
mary duty, incumbent upon our Society, to 
provice the nauve inhabitants of our city, 
and its nearest neighbourhood, with the 
bread of life; and afterwards, by the bless. 
ing of God, to extend its sphere of activity 
far rther, when perhaps the inhabitants of 
Japan will next deserve our attention. But 
the Japanese language is said to be so dif. 
ficult for Europeans to acquire, that we are 
not a little concerned how to procure a 
trans!ation into that tongue, which we are 
so desirous of baving. 


**But He, with whom alone is wisdom, 
who has already removed so many obsta- 
cles to make wav for his Word, and who 
never is at a Joss for means or instruments, 
will certainly know how to overcome these 
difticulties) We have already raised here, 
in Batavia al ne,a fund of about seven or 
eight thousand rupees, in subscriptions and 
donations ; and we trust our resources will 
increase in proportion as the Bible cause 
becomes more generally known,” 


S. From the Rev, Dr. MacIntosh, a Direc: 
tor and English Secretary to the Nether- 
land Bible Society, at Amsterdam. Feb. 
24, 1815. 


“The following is a list of the Bible So- 
cieties in the United Netherlands, with the 
months in which they were respectively in- 
stituted. ‘They are all, with the exception 
of the first, divisions ‘of the Netherlands 
Bible Society :— 
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1. English Bible 
March, 1814. . 
Netherland Bible Society : 


Society in Holland, 


9, Amsterdam ; , June, 1814. 
3, Rotterdam - . . July, do. 
4, Che Hague ° ° Aug. do. 
5. Eokhuysen , . do. do. 
6 Uirecht ‘ Sept. do. 
7. riaarlem . ; . Oct. da. 
8. Leyden ; ; / do. do. 
9 Dordt. ‘ ‘ . do. do. 
10 Assen ‘ ‘ , do. do. 
11. Vlaardingen ; . Nov. do. 
12. Groningen. ‘ , do, do. 
13; Delft ‘ . ‘ . do. do. 
1:. Leenwarden . ‘j do. do. 
15. Middleburg. ' . do. do. 
16 Goes ° ; ; do. do. 
17. schiedam , ; - do. do, 
18 Oud Bergerland . ‘ Dec. do. 
19 Zu phen : ? . do. do. 
90 Alkmaar. ; ‘ do. do. 
91, Mauastius ‘ . . do. do. 
92. Gorcum ; ‘ ‘ do. do, 
23. Hoorn , ‘ 5 - Jan. i815. 
94 Zwall , ‘ ‘ do. do. 
95. Zirezee . ; ‘ . do, do. 
96 Zalt Bommel ‘ ‘ do. do. 


°7 Breda . ‘ ‘ . Feb. do. 


A plan has been adopted for instituting 
Bible Associations in Armsterdam and its 
environs ; according to which, Amsterdam 
and its suburbs, comprising nearly 200,000 
inhabitants, will be divided into 32 dis- 
ricts, in each of which a Bible Association 
willbe formed. The smallest sum will be 
received, and the annual contribution of one 
guilder, payable quarterly, monthly, or 
weekly, will entitle any person to be a 
member of these Associations. The plan is 
accompanied with an Address, setting 
forth the nature, progress, and moral good 
elects of the Bible system, &c. ; and from 
ten totwenty thousand copies of it will be 
immeehately printed, and in dve time cir- 
culated, 


4 From Robert Ralston, Esq. Treasurer to 
the Bible Society. Piitadelphia, Nov. 
7, 1814, : 
“The Bible Societies in the United 

States have increased to the number of 

uxty-five, and one other was expected to be 

established at Cincinnati in the State of 

Uhio, on the Sth of last month. An im- 

pulse is given to this blessed work, which 

leaves no room to doubt, that the hand of 
the Lord is init; and that by the still small 
voice of his holy word, the nations of the 
earth, inthe four quarters of the ¢lobe, are 

Messed ; suc eeding this remarkable cir. 
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culation of the Sacred Scriptures, I trust, 
will be, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; 
so that by the word and the Spirit, there 


will be a great and glorious ingathering of 


precious souls to the Church of Christ. In 
the United States it is truly a calamitous 
time, and of sore rebuke; but the exer- 
tions of Christians appear not to be lessen- 
ed, in endeavouring to forward the good 
work of the Lord.” 


We have received, and have great satis- 
faction in inserting, the following commu- 
nication :— 


A special General Meeting of this So- 
ciety was held at the New London Tavern, 
Cheapside, on Monday March 6th ; 


Wm. Wilberforce, Esq. M. P. Vice-Presi- 
dent, in the chair ; 


. 
When the following Resolution was unani- 
mously adopted, viz. 


“The British and Foreign Bible Society, 
participating in the general sorrow occa- 
sioned by the death of the late Henry 
‘Thornton, Esq. M. P. discharge a mournful 
duty in expressing their veneration for his 
memory, and their gratitude for the emi- 
nent services which, as Treasurer, he ren- 
dered to the interests of this [nstitution, 
from its commencement in the year 1514, 
to the period of his lamented decease. 


“Sensible of the importance of those 
duties which attach to the office thus pain- 
fully vacated, and convinced, from their 
knowledge of his character and their expe 
rience of his attachment to their object, 
that he will discharge them with fidelity 
and zeal, unanimously resolve that John 
Thornton, Esq. be appointed to succeed his 
laterevered Uncle as Treasurer to their 
lustitution, for the remainder of the cur- 
rent year of the Society. 


* While the British and Foreign Bible 
Society bow with due submission to that 
dispensation which has inflicted upon them 
so severe a loss, they desire to acknow- 
ledge at the same time the goodness of 
Providence tn directirg them to the means 
of repairing it with such unanimity, promp- 
titude, and real satisfaction. 


«The British and Foreign Bible Society 
cannot but regard it as a circumstance pe- 
cuharly tavourable to their Institution that 
the office of Treasurer should be permitted 
to remain im acamection from which it 
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has derived so mucii credit and advantage ; 
and devolve upon an individual, whose past 
conduct has afforded a pledge, that be will 
emulate the virtues asseciated with his 
name, and reflect that integrity, candour, 
and persevering philanthropy, of which his 
revered predecessur and relative furnished 
s9 ijliustrious an example.” 


The Annual Meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society will be held at 
Free Mason’s Hall, Great Queen Street, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, on Wednesday the 
3d of May. The President will take the 
chair at twelve o’clock precisely.—No 
.. ws P \¢ 
tadies can be admitted. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting of the Religious 
I'ract Society will be held atthe City of 
London Tavern, Bishopgate Street, oppo- 
site to Threadneedle Street, on Thursday 
the llth of May, at half-past six in the 
morning. ‘The chair will be taken at half 
past seven precisely. 


HAYTI. 

The following state paper has lately 
been received in England, and if it has not 
sufferedl by translation will convey to cur 
readers a strong impression of the dignity 
and eloquence of the writer. 
PROCLAMATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF 
HAY TI; 


4 y ‘ 
‘To the People and the Army. 


‘Never, throughout the annals of the 
Republic, did a more interesting epoch 
present itself, than that which you are now 
ealled to witness; never was there one 
which demanded that the national charac- 
ter should assert itself with greater magna- 
nimity.—Haytians! during four and twen- 
ty years, we liave fought for our rights, for 
our liberty. Our Independence is the fruit 
ofour labours. Without this, there can be 
ho Warrant, no security for the continuance 
uf our present constitution.. Already cele- 
brated for our military character, and our 
honourable qualities, every eye is fixed 
upon us: the result of our conduct is ex- 
pected. It will be an example to posterity. 
i will not revert to any of the glorious 
traits by which those men were distinguish- 
ed who immortalized themselves in for- 
mer contesis for freedom. History has 
not forgotten them. By her will their re- 
membrance be perpetuated. 


**1 address myselfto those men whose 
hearts glow with the purest patriotism, to 
‘a people free in fact and in right, and who 
will not fail co demonstrate to the universe 
that they are worthy of being so. Genero- 
sity and greatness of soul constitute the 
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very elements of the patriot’s character, 
In youl have ever @bserved these noble 
qualities, and recently L have received an 
additional proc? of them, for which I must 
do myself the honour of offering to you the 
livehest expressions of my heartfelt grati. 
tude, 


** France, having concluded a treaty of 
peace, renews her claim to St. Domingo, 
Though she has for ever forfeited all ber 
pretensions to Hayti, and though to the 
French themselves this loss is owing, she 
determines nevertheless to revive them, 
and for this purpose has chosen rather to 
make use of methods of conciliation than 
to employ those arms which will always 
prove impotent. The French general, 
Dauxion Lavaysse, was sent bither as her 
agent. You received and welcomed him, 
performed the sacred rights of hospitality, 
and admitted him amongst you, with con- 
fidence. He spoke tv you in the language 
of his mission, and, at the distance of 2000 
leagues from his country, was not deterred 
by any consideration, from urging with 
vehemence the pretensions of his Govern. 
ment. Your chiefs and magistrates were 
assembled in consultation. They listened 
calmly to the proposals of France. A go- 
vernment firmly established on the solid 
bases of reason and justice, is capable not 
only of hearing every thing with calmness, 
but of judging of every thing with diserim- 
nation, ‘Phe propositions of the French go- 
vernment, being incompatible with your 
principles and your institutions, were unani- 
mously rejected. This will ever be the fate 
of all such as shall tend to lead your steps 
backward, in the career you have run s¢0 
gloricusly, Without shrinking from war, 
you were, however, willing to evince your 
desire of peace, and to avert from your fa- 
mily and your children the calamities which 
follow in its train, by offering to submit to 
pecuniary sacrifices, in order to silence your 
persecutors whose cries and complaints im- 
portune the French throne for the restiu- 
tien of possessions which they would be 
afraid to attack, if they knew that at their 
approach they would be burnt to ashes. 
Your chiefs, the depositaries of the inten- 
tions you had publicly expressed, especially 
subsequently to the continental peace, were, 
commissioned in your name, to make this 
generous proposal, It is an honour to you, 
and will convey as high an opinion of your 
wisdom, as it will awaken dread of yout 
resentment.—Haytians! You have done 
what you ought to have done. The right 
of arms has given you possession of the 
country. It is your unalienable property: 
and, as its masters, you are free to make 
what use you please of that which belengs 
to you. By mutual agreement, and a con- 
pact from which they never deviate, nations 
respect the rights of individuals, The chs 
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vacier of an envoy is always held sacred 
even though his intentions be ever so crimi- 
nal The French general, Dauxion La- 
yaysse, IS Gone, having executed the mis- 
sion With which he was entrusted, You 
have not to reproach yourselves with hav- 
ing been wanting in what you owe to your. 
selves ; you have not violated this funda- 
mental principle, which establishes between 
governments those hecessary communhica- 
tions which are required by their political 
relations—you have done that which ren- 
ders you esumable in your own eyes: you 
deserve to appear so in the eyes of other 
nations, Victory ever accompanies the 
cause of justice. Is not this telling you 
thatitis yours, if the French venture to 
molest you? Should this be the event, you 
shall see me at your head, proud to lead 
you vl to Victory or to perish wiih you— 
Wiatever may be the fate which Heaven 
has reserved tor us, it is ouc duty to prepare 
eurselves for it. Let it be the care of those 


on every man’s doing his duty. 
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chiefs whose paternal authority directs you, 
in the districts of which the command is 
confided to them, to establish secure re- 
treats for the inhabitants in the interior of 
our mountains, For this purpose, let them 
employ the workmen under their orders. 
Let them also multiply the plantations of 
every sort of provisions. Itis the duty of 
the magistrates and justices of the peace to 
promote unanimity, concord, the love of 
labour, and mutual confidence amongst 
their fellow citizens, The Republic relies 
I hope to 
setyou an example. Lhave given orders that 
the documents shall be printed which relate 
to our communications with the French 
Government. They willbe submitted to your 
imspection, at the close of this address. You 
will see what itis that they propose to you, 
and what answer it becomes you to return. 

“ Given at Port au Prince, Dec. 3d, 1814, 

llth year of independence. 
(Signed) ‘ PETION. 


Es 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


CONTINENTAL INTELLIGENCE. 
Tue political arena is at this moment occu- 
pied by two great parties, on whose move- 
ments the attention of millions is fixed, and 
the fate of nations is suspended. No soon- 
er was the entrance of Bonaparte into 
France known at Vienna, than the ministers 
of the eight powers who formed the Con- 
gress; namely, Austria, France, Great 
Britain, Portugal, Russia, Prussia, Spain, 
and Sweden, united in a declaration (dated 
the 13:h March), expressive of their firm 
determination to maintain entire the dispo- 
sitions sanctioned by the Treaty of Paris ; 
toemploy all their means, and unite all 
their efforts to consolidate the general 
peace of Europe, and to guarantee it against 
every attempt to renew the disorders and 
miseries of revolutions ; and pziticularly to 
make common cause with the king and 
people of France, against all who may wish 
to compromise the public tranquillity. Bo- 
naparte, they declare, having broken the 
convention which established him in the 
Isle of Elba, has destroyed the only legal 
title on which his existence depended, and, by 
appearmeg againin France with projects of 
confusion and disorder, has deprived himself 
of the protection of law, and has proved, that 
there can be neither peace nor truce with 
him. He is, therefore, placed without tie 
pale of civil and social relations ; aud as an 
enemy and disturber of the tranquillity of 
the world, bas rendered himself liable to pub- 
fic vengeance. ‘This declaration, which 
would probably have been differently fram- 


ed, could the allies have foreseen the re- 
ception which Bonaparte has met with from 
the people, as well as from the armies, of 
France, and that he would so soon wield 
the undivided power of the French Empire, 
appears to have been followed by the most 
vigorous preparations for hostilities. From 
England, and from all parts of Germany, 
troops have been flowing in large masses 
towards the frontiers of France ; and it is 
expected, that in the course of a few weeks 
half a million of men will be ready to pour 
the ude of war over the face of that coun- 
try —On the 25th of March, a treaty ap- 
pears to have been entered into between 
Russia, Austria, Prussia, and Great Bri- 
tain, by which, proceeding on the basis of 
the treaty of Chaumont, they solemnly en- 
gage to unite their resources for maintain- 
ing the treaties formed both at Paris and 
Vienna, against every attack, and espe- 
cially against the projects of Napoleon Bo. 
parte, ull they shall have compelled him to 
relinquish those projects, and rendered him 
incapable of disturbing in future the tran- 
quiliity of Europe. With this view they 
engage to have each in the field, in a com- 
plete state of equipment, independently 
of garrisons, at least 150,000 men, of 
which one tenth shall be cavalry, with a 
proportionate artillery, and to employ them 
in active and united service against the 
common enemy ; and they solemnly pledge 
themselves not to lay down their arms, but 
by mutual agreement ; or until the object 


of the warshall have been attained, and. 
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Bonaparte completely deprived of the 
power of exciting disturbances, or of re- 


newing his allempts to obtain the chiet 


power ii France. 


In confurmity with the spirit of this trea- 
ty, the King of Prussia lias issued a procia- 
Maton, Calinge on his subjects, Whose ban- 
ners have already floated over Paris, to 
march again to the combat, and to save we 
world froin the unutterable miseries i 
Bonaparte will bring uponit. A general 
arming is ordercd throughout his ghee 
nions—and all the male population, from 17 
years of age, or upwards, Js invited to jam 
one OF Ollie? species ot force, either tue 
regular army, the volunteer yagers, or the 
landwelir. * Ylius, united with all Eue 
rope in arms, we again enter the lists 
against Napoleon Bonaparte, and lis adlie- 
rents. Arise then, with God for your sup- 
port, for the repose of the world, tor order, 
tur Morality, fur your king and country !” 


But these hostile movements are not con- 
haed to the North of Europe Declarations 
have appeared on the part of Austria and 
Naples, respeciively, which leave no rvoom 
to doubt, that tie Hame of war will extend 
from one extremity of Europe to the other. 
The Emperor has proclaimed himscit the 
king of Lombardy and Venice ; and has sig- 
mificd ‘o ue Neapolitans Government by an 
official note, Uiat he considered the advance 
of the Neapolitan Army into the Ecciesi- 
astical siutes, as placing the two countries 
In astate of War.—No doubt can be enter- 

tained, that the measures of Murat have 
been adopted in concert with Bonaparte. 
He no sooner learnt that the latter had 
reached Lyons, than he demanded a pas- 
sage for lis troops through the territories 
of the pope, and, notwithstanding the pro- 
test of his holiness, forced his way through 
them, andon the S0th of March attacked 
the Austrian posts at Cesena On the suc- 
cecding day he issued a proclamation, call- 
ing upon the Italians to fulfil their great 
destinies, and to become an independent 
people. ** One cry,” he says, ‘* echoes from 
the Alps to the Straits of Scylla; the inde- 
pendence of Italy.” “Eighty thousand Ita- 
jians of Naples hasten to you. They swear 
never to rest until Italy be free’ “ The 
enlightened of all countries will rejoice in 
your enterprise, and applaud your tri- 
umphs. England! can she refuse you her 
suffra ages ; that nation which holds out to 
others the model of a navonal and consti. 
tutional Government, that free peuple, 
whose finest tithe to glory is to have shed 
its blood and treasures "for the indepen- 
dence and liberty of nations?? — Your 
eourage siall assert your external indepen- 
dence: let a government worthy of your 


choice, worthy Of you and the agve,a true 
safional rep presentation guaran tee your I!t- 
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ternal liberty, and protect your proper. 
ty,” &c. 


These various transactions and declara. 
tions leave no longer any doubt as to the 
renewal of hostilities. I.deed, the treaty 
of the 25th of March, to which we our. 
seives are parties, itis obvious, can be re. 
garded only in the light of a declaration of 
war (a war which can Know no termination 
butin the complete subjugation and pros. 
tration of one of the parties—a war, not 
merely fer empire, but for iife) against Bo. 
naparte, and all who stall adhere to lim; 
and these at present appear to comprehend 
the universal French Nation There wee, 
indeed, some indications of « Movement iy 
favour of the Bourbons at) Bourdeaux, 
Thoulouse, Marsedles, and on) Daujbiné; 
but they have proved totally abortive; and 
the est«blishmen! of the rule of Bonaparte 
within France, is theretove no longer doubt. 
fil. At Bourdeaux the duchess of Anyou. 
léme made some hercic efiorts to arrest the 
progress of revolt; butin vain. ‘The troops 
of the hne, and even the national guards, 
proved here, as elsewhere, urtarthfal; ard 
although a tew devoted adherents ventured 
to oppose torce to the torrent, they were 
overborne atter a brief res:stance, ard the 
duchess with difficulty ettectea her escape 
on board a British frigate, which has 
brought her in safety tou Kegiand The 
duke, her tiusband, bad coilecied a budy 
of 6000 men, in the south of Frauce, with 
Which it seemed to be his purpose to en- 
deavour to establish bimself at Lyons, 
But he was met by a supevior turce, and 
vbliged to capitulate. ie personal safety 
was secured by the capitulation, and he was 
permitted to embark at Cette.—Louis 
XVIITb. las fixed his residence at Ghent. 
His councils are directed by the Duke of 
Feltre, Counts Blacas, Jauceurt, Lally Tol- 
lerdal, and Viscount Chateaubriaud. Mar- 
shals Marmont and Victor are also said to 
be with him. Ife has thence issued various 
asdonnances, forbidding the payment of 
taxes, or cabedience to the conscription ; 
and requiring ail his faithful subjects to 
quit the service of Bonaparte. 


In the mean time, Bonaparte appears to 
be employing the utmost energies of bis 
mind in preparing to meet the dangers 
which threaten him. He has issued a va- 
riety of papers, the object of which is fo 
justify the conduct be has pursued, in re- 
suming the reins of empire; to form, if 
possible, a party favourable to him out of 
France; and above all, to make his cause 
that of the French Nation, 


Ife attempts to justify his conduct in re- 
turning io F ance, by enumerating various 
breaches, on the part of the allies, of the 
‘Treaty of Fontainbleau. 
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He labours to excite an interest in his 
fvour in foreign countries, by assuming a 
tone of great mosleration, by disclaiming all 
future attempts at conquest, or revolution, 
or personal aggrandizement (a disclaimer 
which is sufficiently falsified by the trans- 
actions in Italy); by professing an anxious 
desire of peace; by availing hims«lf of the 
various causes of discontent which exist ip 
different parts of Europe; and at the same 
time, by insinuating, that without the coun- 
teracting influence of such a power as that 
of France, a system of spoliation and op- 
pression would be adopted by the allies, 


fatal to the independ: nce and security of 


nations. Che re-establishment of the Aus- 
trian and Sardinian power in Italy; the 
conduct pursued respecting Genoa; the 
bad faith alleged to have been observed to- 
wardsthe King of Naples; the intended 
dissolution of the Saxon monarchy. and the 
acd annexation of a part of its dominions 
‘o Prussia, furnish topics which he well 
knows bow to turn to his own purposes. 
Thaithe {tahans, indeed, are almost uni- 
versally favourable to his cause, cannot be 
Joubted. The deep and irreconcileable 
hatred which they feel towards Austria in 
particu’ar, and the imuignation they enter- 
tain ayainst the alles generally, for having 
disappointed their hopes of independence, 
wid having consigned them over, without 
aw repard to ther own wishes, to govern- 
ments which they detest, will propably pro- 
duce a very extensive rising throughout 
the whole of the Transalpine Provinces ; 
sud on this result Bonaparte has been able 
‘9 calculate with tolerable certainty. Sax- 
ony, however, is not likely to be accessible 
mthe same degree with Italv, to the opera- 
tion of his arts and insinuations. The 
Saxons are a reflecting anda moral people; 
aid whatever just grounds of complaint 
tley may conceive to have been afforded to 
them by the conduct of the allies, we 
scarcely think they will hesitate between 
an aduerence to their cause and the risk of 
again fraternizing with Bonaparte. With 
respect to Belgium, our expectations are 
farless sanguine. The general feeling of 
its population, we fear, is adverse to the 
Dutch supremacy, and favourable to an 
union with France; and no means will of 
course be left unemployed to prepare them 
for seizing the first opportunity of manifest- 
ing their real sentiments.—But it is upon 
the public opinion of this country that Bo- 
laparte appears most anxious to produce 
an impression favourable to his views. He 
iS fully aware of the influence of our free 
press, and free parliamentary discussions, 
4s well as of our party spirit, not only on 
the measures of Government, but on the 
feelings and sentiments both of this nation 
and of the civilized world. Hence, doubt- 
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less, in part, the new tone which he has 
assumed on the subject of Couquest; and 
the professed imiiation of we Briiish Con. 
stitution, tn the new Constituuon he is 
abuut to give to France. Hence also the 
disappearance of ali those trades against 
the ambition and selfishness of Mrylaod 
which used to fill the pages of his official 
papers, and those appeais to our love of 
national liberty and independence, .o our 
high sense of justice, and our disinterested 
humanity, which have been substituted in 
their siead. Hence, above all, that Decree 
in which we cannot but exult, from what- 
ever motives it May have proceeded, which 
has marked his re-entrance into the capital 
of France, by the total abolition of the 
French Slave Trade." 





* The following is the Decree :— 

“From the date of the publication of 
the present Decvee the trate in Negroes is 
abolished  Noexpedition shalt be allowed 
for this commerce, neither in tie ports of 
france, nor in those of our Colonies. 


‘’There shall not be introduced, to be 
sold in our Colomes, any Negro the pro- 
duce of this trade, whether French or 
Foreign. 


“ Any infraction of this Decree shall be 
punished with the confiscation of the ship 
and cargo, which shall be pronounced by 
our courts and tribunals. 


* However, the ship owners who may 
have fiued out expeditions for this trade, 
before the publication of the p:esent De- 
cree may sell their cargoes oa the Colo- 
nies.” 


The reflections which appeared in the 
French newspapers on the publication of 
the above, will afford a remarkable exem- 
plification of the cager desive which we 
have avtributed to the French Governinent 
of conciliating the favourable regards of the 
people of this country to the change which 
has taken place. 


“ The enlightened friends of humanity 
have long demanded the abolition of the 
Slave Prade: This salutary measure was 
expected from a government which made 
the highest pretensions to justice and mos 
rality. ‘This measure appeared so confor. 
mable to religion, that it was hoped it 
would meet no opposition in the councils of 
a prince subjected to the influence of certain 
Abbés, who spoke much of their morality 
and religious zeal. Experience, however, 


soon convinced us that these protestations 
proceeded from the mouth, and not the 


x25 


25 ~ 


es ie ge ae 


= 


- 
= 


: 
fy 


Se a ta 


ee ae ne 





a ee eee 


- 


aa 
— ee 


os PE 
eb bh, a a ee ne 
ee ° 


«TPS FRR wPR oe peek Oe er: g 


* 
ms 


ee ee ee ens 


ee 


7 ~~ eo 


Se ee ae 


aS et 


~ 


~~ 


“>! a ioete 
aS Re 


Te 


=—~-+ 
-_s 


ES eR 





toes 


270 Public Affairs—Continental Intelligence. 


Could we believe these various demon- 
Strations of a friendly feeling towards this 
country to be sincere ; could we believe 
that Bonaparte is actuated by a real desire 





heart. Government stipulated for the con- 
tinuance of the trade during five yesrs, in 
the hope that after that period circum- 
stances would enable them to perpetuate 
this traffic in slaves, against which public 
opinion in| Europe was every day more 
strongly pronouncing itself. 


“© It was in vain that enlightened and ju- 
diciosus men endeavoured to produce the 
eonviction that this trade was condemned 
not only by humanity and religion, but also 
that it was contrary to the maxims of sound 
policy. They proved that the slave trade 
would be an eternal obstacle to the resto- 
ration of commercial and friendly connec. 
tions with St. Domingo, and that it was im- 
possible to replace men under the voke 
who had fouglt for their liberty, and en- 
joyed it for so many years. The ministe- 
rial hired writers replied to these reason- 
ings by dec!amation and abuse. The en- 
couragement which they received announc- 
ed clearly enough the ulterior intentions of 
Government An order of the police pro- 
hibited the editors of newspapers ot 
enlightening the public as to the Slave 
Trade question; and there remains in our 
drawers an article on this subject which 
was suppressed by the censorship, and 
which we shall publish in a few days. 


“It was reserved for the Emperor to pro- 
nounce the definitive abolition of this dis- 
graceful traffic, to thus give a striking tes- 
timony of respect for the sacred principles 
of morality, and to acquire a new claim to 
the grati'ude of the friends of liberty. 
The partisans of liberal ideas, who are so 
numerous in Great Britain, will doubtless 
applaud tins great act of humanity. The 
only rivalry which can hereafter subsist 
between France and England, is that of 
deciding which of the two nations shall 
make the greatest progress in the science 
of goverment, and in the art of rendering 
nations ffee and happy. 


* The Decree abolishing the Slave Trade 
will put an enc to all the uneasiness which 
exisisin regard to St. Domingo. There 
was reason to fear that the late govern- 
ment was at one time destrous of subju- 
gating by force of arms, a popniation de- 
termined on resistance. Now the idea ts 
altogether relinquished of exhausting the 


LAprii, 


to cultivate the arts of peace, and that he 
had been so far impressed by the lessons 
of adversity as to determine to employ jis 
recovered power, no longer in the pursuit 
of those projects of ungoverned ambition 
which have covered the civilized worid 
with misery and desolation; but in pro. 
moting the general tranquillity and huppi. 
ness of mankind; we should have far tess 
doubt than we now entertain as to the 
course which this country is bound jp 
duty to pursue. But it would be ditticul 
under any circumstances, and in the tace 
of ihe recent occurrences in Laly impossi. 
ble, to give credit to Bonaparte for any 
such motives. The measures of Murat 
cannot be independent of Bonaparte: they 
have manifestly been concerted with tim: 
and if we look at the dates of the various 
steps in his progress towards the open rup. 
ture which he has at length consummated, 
we have at once a complete falsification 
of the pacific professions of Bonaparte, 
Whether Murat can or cannot plead, that 
the conduct wiich has been pursued to. 
wards him by the alhes, fully justifies his 
aggression, 18 a point which we mean not 
now to discuss. All we mean to infer from 
whatis now brought to light of his plans 
and purposes, is, that Bonaparte must have 
been actually committed to war before he 
was apprized that any hostile declaration 
had as yet issued against him from Vienna; 
and that, therefore, all his amicable over. 
tures, all his loud professions of an inten. 
tion to maintain inviolable the stipulations 
of the Treaty of Paris, must have been 
made with the view either of gaining time, 
or of detaching trom the ranks opposed to 
him apart of the general confederacy of 
Europe. 





public treasury in an attempt to re-estab- 
lish slavery in St. Domingo. The Govern- 
ment which wishes to remain at peace with 
all powers is occupied with objects of tie 
highest importance to the happiness of 
the French people. It is preparing a true 
constitution, which will guarantee tlie 
rights of all, and will place under the safe 
guard uf positive laws the security of per 
sons and property.—France, tiius re-const!- 
tuted as afree nation, will think only of the 
conquests of peace, of industry, and the 
aris: she will arm herself only to de- 
fend her independence and rights; but 
then all the citizens will become soldiers, 
and wall be invincible, guided by the tute 
lary genius who is come to oppose thé 
return of barbarism, and to recall us-tf 
liberty and honour.” 
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But there is another object, which he 
seems to have still more at heart, than even 
-hat of conciliating the goodwill of a por- 
ion of the population of Europe ; we mean 
-hat of inducing France to espouse his 
cause us her own, And in this object, we 
apprehend, he will be more successful. 
“ye means by which he labours to accom- 
vist, it, are, inflaming the passions and 
glarming the fears of the people. Itis with 
this view, doubtless, that he has taken into 
is alliance, and even into his councils, the 
most distinguished leaders of the Jacobin 
partys that he has accredited maxums of 
government and legislation, which are of 
the most hberal description; that he has 
affected a kind of republican simplicity ; 
and that he has laboured to impress upon 
the minds of the people the sure prospect, 
incase the allies should succeed, of the 
jumiliation, disgrace, and perhaps dis- 
memberment of France, and to connect 
with the restoration of the Bourbons, the 
certain revival of feudal privileges, the in- 
evitable extinction of the rights of pro- 
perty acquired by the national sales, and 
the re-establishment, in their former pleni- 
tude of power and oppressive exaction, of 
the Komish hierarchy. He labours to 
make the people feel, that it is his supre- 
macy atone which can protect them from 
these evils. Should he be crushed, there 
vill be no measure to the retribution which 
tie expatriated and exasperated princes, 
aid priests, and nobles, will then think 
themselves justified in requiring. They 
will then glut their vengeance.—These are 
topics addressed to¢he great mass of the 
population of all classes, and which can- 
not fail, with such: a peopte as the French, 
to produce a powerful effect. But Bona- 
parte’s grand reliance is doubtless on the 
army. ‘his tremendous instrument of evil 
is devoted to his purposes. The soldiery 
have fully imbibed his spirit ; and to this 
may be attributed, not only his almost mi- 
raculous restoration to the throne which he 
bad abdicated, but the necessity in which 
ue is placed, if hé would retain that throne, 
ofavenging past defeat and disgrace, and 
surrounding himself with fresh trophies of 
military glory. On this point, an eloquent 
journalist has expressed, with so much 
force, all we feel, that we cannot better 
convey to our readers the sentiments we 
would wish to communicate, than by em- 
ploying his words. 


“If the peace of the world is again to be 
sacrificed to the gratification of individual 
ambition; if, as we have learned to fear, 
the litte gleam of tranquillity with which 
we have been mocked is about to be swal- 
owed up in the returning cloud of war; if 
dlood is again to flow, and devastation to 
spread over the fairest portion of the civil- 

“c world, itis to the unhappy diffusion 


Public Affairs—Continental Intelligence. 


271 


and prevalence of the military character 
that we shall be indebted for this dreadful 
catastrophe. It is because France had be- 
come a great barrack of discontented: sol- 
diers, languishing in inaction, and eager for 
pillage and promotion; because her in- 
trigues and her eonquests, her conscrip- 
tions and her legions of honour, had accus- 
tomed the predominant part of the popula- 
tion to the deeper and more animating 
game of war, with its hazards and its 
triumphs, its disasters and its glories, and 
estranged their hearts from the natural 
feelings and duties of reasonable beings 
that they have flocked anew to the bloody 
and dazzling standard of a leader, who has 
no pretext for raising it but his own per- 
sonal aggrandizement, vor any allurements 
to hold out but to the sanguinary and un- 
principled ambition of military adventurers, 
It is sickening to be obliged to look again 
upon such scenes: and to think that this 
new harvest of calamity and desolation has 
been prepared by the busy and eager hands 
of those who are to reap it. France is not 
misled now by any splendid illusion of 
liberty or virtue: slie invites disorder and 
despotism with her eyes open; and openly 
proclaims war against the independence of 
her neighbours, without any other pretext 
than the gratification of her own inordinate 
vanity and ambition.”— £dixburgh Review. 


It was our intention to have discussed at 
some length the important question of peace 
or war, which appeared to hang, in some 
degree, on the decision of this Govern- 
ment. But that question appears to be al- 
ready decided —Much might deubiless 
have been urged on both sides of that mo- 
mentous discussion; and we were prepared 
to state fairly, what appeared to us the con. 
flicting arguments, Which had produced no 
small degree of doubt and hesitation in our 
own minds, as to the course which it was 
just and expedient for this country to pur. 
sue ; and which certainly had on the whole 
inclined us to prefer the hazards of peace, 
confessedly tremendous as they are, to 
those of war. 


But more recent occurrences have scarce- 
lv, we fear, left us an alternative. We ap- 
pear to be committed, beyond the possiint- 
itv of retracting, in this awful and vital con- 
test; and what we have now to consider 
is rather the terms on which we shall con- 
sent to be ygain at peace, than whether we 
shall etter into a state of war. Deferring, 
however, for the present, the cons:deration 
of this question, we would confine otw- 
selves to one suggestion; and that is, that 
our Government should take cute to have 
it distinetly understood, that in lavishing 
British blood and weasure for the freedom 
and independence of Europe, Great Britain 
must stipulate, that ehe shall not be made 


~ 


——-— 


~~ 


mami, te as Se en Meee. 
' “> eres J : 
~— 
oe ee 


TS" a STL 


A ROE PO gt re ee Fak 
a ‘ints ae 


_——_—- 


sn 


a 


ee 


oan 


we 


A ARE ST 


ee = 3; vse ve ts = Si Ping st deni age 


PEPE ae PEO 


ae, 


— 
s- 


a et 


-* 
~ 


. “3 -. 
otter ar heen 






' 


wet ae 
a ee 


FaePion ~ 


cw 
a sa 








SZ yambontthe® 6 Bev 


ae 


—a 








Nene! 


ee ee 


uh, mah 


“ve 
— 

> 
~ 


[o> * 
oy 


o 


* “ ~~. 
a fh 
die ee Se 


ee 


&. 





- 


owes Re ow ete Rn 


_ 





ry 
Le 





he 


Bends 


272 Gr. Britain: Cap. of Mobile ; Regent’s Mess.; Prop. Tax ; Sl. Trade 


to contribute, in any degree, to the renew- 
alofa French Slave Trade ; to the re-es- 
tabi'siiment of he papal power; to the re- 
vival of the order of J suits; or to the re- 
kindiimng of the fires of the Inquisition. If 
a satisfactory arrangement on these points 
were previously made, we should feel much 
less of despondency in contemplating the 
issue of the approaching conflict, than we 
confess we do at present) A cause which 
involves the defence of these institutions 


cannot inspire with confidence those who 
regard the favour of Heaven as of infinitel 
More consequence than the Strength of 
armies: and we, therefvre, most earn estly 
desire, because we desire the prosperity of 
our country, and the peace and happiness of 
the world. that we were delivered at 
the very outset from the ruinous incum. 
brance of any alliance, which shail involve 
usin the guilt of upholding such enormi. 
ties. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Accounts have been received of the cap- 
ture of Mobile, in Louisiana by the t rce 
under General Lambert and Admiral Coe 
chrane. The vappy termination of the war 
with America, an event which spread great 
joy throughout the United States, renders 
this conquest of small moment. 


On the 6:b inst a Message was presented 
to Parliament from the Prince Regent, an- 
nourcing, that, in consequence of the re- 
cent occurrences in France, he had ordered 
his sea and land forces to be augmented, 
and that he would lose no time in concert- 
ing Measures with bis allies for the general 
and permanent security of Eurepe. Ina 
eonversation which followed, wo were hap- 
py to hear Lord Castlereagh distinctly 
state, that there was no secret engagement 
in the Treaty of Paris to maintain the 
Bow bons on the throne of France ; and in 
the treaty lately concluded with Austria, 
Russia, and Prussia, there Is an express 
rescrve on the part of Great Britain, as to 
this point. She reserves to herself that is 
to sav, a meht of judging whethe: it be 
proper to pursue the contest: for the sake 
merely of their restoration.— We certainly 
think this a very important reservation, and 
we could have wished that ste had con- 
trived to disembarrass herself of some 


other obligations which are in our view 
still more inconvenient. We have already 
alluded to them —Would it not be right, 
for instance, to make it the price of our aid, 
thar * ig sheuld matntain in full force 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and sane. 
tion the freedom of Mayti? Our limits will 
not allow us to say more on this point. 


The P:operty Tax is of course to be re. 
vived. ‘The price of the funds has fallen 
greatly, both here and in France. The 
price of gold is stationary in the latter 
country. Here it has risen from 4l. 9s, to 
5l. 8s. an ounce. 


Mr. Barham has brought a Bill into Par. 
lament for rendering it penal to employ 
British capital, either directly or indirectly, 
in the Slave Trade: it is likely to pass 
without opposition. 


A great mass of interesting papers on 
the subject of the Slave Trade, containing 
the substance of the varicus negotiations, 
with a view to its abolition by foreign 
powers, which have been carried on since 
the month of August last, at Paris, Ma- 
drid, and Vienna has been presented to 
Parliament. 
them to another opportunity 
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